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Wintertime in Colorado... its admittedly 
a tough time for us car folks; Tough, 
but as this issue goes to show, not 
particularly unmanageable!

Thats right everyone! We're back! This 
was the issue our team thought was 
going to be our biggest struggle to fill, 
and instead it has turned out to be 
our biggest issue yet!

Over the winter, our team has done 
everything we can to get outside of 
our four walls and into the cold grey 
winter to find outlets for automotive 
enthusia, agnostic of the weather.

We truly have an automotive "variety" 
show here, ranging from some of our 
favorite content creators, karting, 
Formula SAE, and we even snuck in a 
new car review. 

All of this is coupled with local owner's 
vehicles, great experiences, an in depth 
look at sim racing, ice racing, and so 
much more. 

I can't say I am surprised; our team 
has worked nonstop since we dropped 
the pen on our last issue to make sure 
we made our winter issue one to 
remember! Enjoy! -Brendan

STANDARD

Photo: Nic Killian

Check out our release podcast with TheFirst Dibs Podcast Live from 
Porsche Colorado Springs on Youtube!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRObYo34_ug


Issue 3 | Winter 2023 3

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

2023 Toyot a Sequoia TRD Pro

" ...Giant  Pum pk in on Wheels"

Join the SHIFT team as we cajole a new 
Sequoia from Toyota Motors, take it up 
to Red Rocks and then for a drive down 

Deer Creek Canyon!

24

Arr ive & Dr ive Kar t ing

Every 10 pounds is a second

We got off our sofa and behind the wheel 
at Podium Karting, where the track is 

tight and the racing only stops when the 
vomiting starts!

 66

Buf fs Racing
Wait ! We have a racing t eam ?

Carter Bell interviews the CU Boulder 's 
club racing team, who design, build, test 

and race a competitive car, all on a 
budget!

74

Goodwood Fest ival
Bucket  List  It em  - Checked Of f

Chris Colten takes us to England, gets on 
the double-decker bus and heads to the 

track, where we learn all about the 
Festival of Speed!

 92

Feat ur esSTANDARD

Photo: Edgar Venzor



Issue 3 | Winter 2023 4

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

https://daredevil.coffee/


Issue 3 | Winter 2023 5

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

Options List:
First  Dibs Podcast 6

Fully Charged 12

When Oppor t unit y Knocks 16

Hot  Rod Rock  & Rum ble 20

2023 Toyot a Sequoia TRD Pro 24

More Than Cof fee - A Cappuccino Unlike Any 
Ot her 32

1969 AMC Hurst  SC/Ram bler 36

Sum aire - Devin Ram sey's Quest  t o Per fect  
The 2006 Subaru STI

38

121.700 - Explor ing Aer ial and Aut om ot ive 
Phot ography 48

HPDE 101 - Alpine Mount ain Region PCA 58

Ar t ist ry in Rest orat ion 60

Travis Pit t m an's Lexus SC300 64

Arr ive and Dr ive Kar t ing 66

Buf fs Racing On The Fast  Track 74

Get t ing Down t o Det ails -  Sim ply Clean 78

Cars of  t he Cont r ibut ors - 1997 Lexus LX-450 84

Ar t  By Will: Car  Color ing Cont est 88

A St ep Int o t he Past  - Goodwood Revival 92

Man, Machine, Ice: What  Can Go Wrong? 102

Inclem ent  Weat her  Racing Guide: Int ro t o 
Sim  Racing

110

The Shelby Am er ican 120

We Need People Who Know How To Fix 
Things

123

Ken Block  Acknow ledgm ent 124

Tim e Slip 126

Paddock 129

We Want  You! 130

Dogleg Dream in' 131

https://daredevil.coffee/


Issue 3 | Winter 2023 6

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

On a cold, clear Friday night in Colorado 

Springs, the lights are turning out in 

Motor City. Much of the automotive 

dealership presence in Colorado Springs 

is located in the foothills on the South 

end of town in "Motor City", just off of 

U.S. 24, the road that weaves into the 

mountains all the way up to the 

hallowed Pikes Peak Highway. 

One dealer?s lights remain on in protest 

to the rest, as the twilight turns to 

darkness and the road through Motor 

City becomes progressively more sedate. 

The lights at 911 Motor City Drive, the 

Pre-owned showroom of Porsche 

Colorado Springs blaze starkly against 

the encroaching dark, illuminating a 

collection of cars that wouldn?t look out 

of place at a high end showroom in 

Beverly Hills; Notable Porsches including 

a 993 generation GT2 factory race car, a 

991 generation 911 Speedster, and a 

Porsche 911 Reimagined by Singer, 

known as the ?Pikes Peak? commission, 

among other Ferraris and Lamborghinis. 

An undoubtably intriguing sight.

While many of the other denizens of 

Motor City have retreated home for their 

friday night plans, inside this building is a 

two-man flurry of activity, as John Dyste 

and Justin Underwood, part of the sales 

team at Porsche Colorado Springs, work 

to shift from their day job into their 

evening?  well?  job. Rubbermaid tubs full 

of complex equipment are broken out, 

and a makeshift podcast studio takes 

form. The team here started off with a 

relatively hobby level production, but has 

quickly grown from their first show in 

October, 2021 to a polished, professional 

podcast, which is livecast with Video on 

Youtube every Friday night, and ranked 

on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

"We started First Dibs to stay 

connected to clients ad let them get to 

know us on a different level. Our 

business is about relationships as 

much as its about cool cars." Said John, 

speaking on the genesis of the show.

The show was originally conceived to 

give folks a first glimpse (thus?  ?dibs?) 

Fir s t  Dib s  Po d c a s t

Liv e  f r o m Po r s c h e  Co l o r a d o  Sp r in g s
Story: Brendan Garst    Photography: Danny Tran, Brendan Garst



Issue 3 | Winter 2023 7

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

on interesting cars inbound to the 

dealership inventory, but has grown to 

encompass everything cool happening 

in the car scene in Colorado. When I 

first stumbled onto the show at some 

point in the midst of developing our 

second issue of SHIFT, it was 

tremendous to hear the overlap of the 

events these guys are attending that 

we were covering.

The show is a great listen regardless of 

your interests, but the show in 

particular is a love letter to the Porsche 

Community of Colorado, and even 

nationally, as Porsche Colorado 

Fir s t  Dib s  Po d c a s t

Liv e  f r o m Po r s c h e  Co l o r a d o  Sp r in g s
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Springs sells much of their inventory 

outside of the state, and regularly 

interact with prominent Porsche 

enthusiasts like Johnny Lieberman, 

Magnus Walker, and Pikes Peak 

International Hillclimb (brought to you 

by Gran Turismo) recordholder David 

Donner. These guys are experts in 

their field, no doubt, but also exude 

enthusiasm for the cars and what they 

do. It would be easy to mistake a 

dealer podcast to be an infomercial 

put on by disinterested sales staff, but 

First Dibs winds up being anything but; 

John and Justin are prodigal car 

enthusiasts, representative of the kind 

of folks that make our state?s car 

community so unique.

Each week, the show 

features guests 

based on 
availability that come from a broad 

diversity of car topics. They have 

featured David Donner during the lead 

up to the Hillclimb (Episode 34), Johnny 

Lieberman and Jeff Zwart (Episode 37), 

Magnus Walker (Episode 40), Ray 

Shaffer, brand ambassador with 

Porsche Classic (Episode 12), and 

even the technicians from 

Porsche Colorado Springs 

(Episodes 25 and 72). A week 

before print, they had Tom 

Horan, event chairman of the 

Colorado Grand. They also regularly 

feature other Colorado Auto podcast 

royalty, Like Ryan and Doug from the 

Steering Committee Podcast (Episodes 

29, 39, 57). John?s young son, Lewis 

often joins the show (Episodes 32, 35, 

53 and 54) with often unintentionally 

hilarious commentary. They even 

welcomed us lowly SHIFT'ers, of all 

people, to present both the first issue 

of SHIFT in October, and to help us 

spoil the second issue of SHIFT in 

December (Episodes 59 and 66). The 
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spectrum of guests on the show is 

incredible, and a great 

representation of the venn-diagram 

of vehicular enthusia in Colorado.

The level of dedication to the show, 

and the grit and drive to keep it 

going are tremendously impressive. 

The show is largely unsupported, 

meaning the equipment and more 

importantly the time that goes into 

putting the show on come out of 

John and Justin?s pocket. As a 

passion project, they have 

generated the momentum to 

emerge onto a crowded podcasting 

scene, and differentiated 

themselves into successful show 

armed with sheer determination 

(and, to be fair, a showroom of 

intangibly impressive vehicles). 
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This night in particular, John and Justin 

were recording Episode 71, a Friday 

evening show without a guest, and I 

attended to be a fly on the wall for our 

story. Within moments of arriving after 

a frustrating rush-hour drive down 

from Denver, I learned that my 

journalistic aspirations would be 

dashed, as they had laid out a headset 

for me on the show. They were 

finalizing the setup and placement of 

their camera (an iPhone, integrated 

into their technology ecosystem via a 

number of interesting bits of 

equipment, which allow them to 

present , do multiple camera angles, 

play music in, and all sorts of other 

really interesting things that tax the 

abilit ies of live video; the production 

value here is significant.

Time flies by while the show records. 

On this show, we discussed a wide 

variety of topics, including Porsche?s 

SUV lineup, recent releases from 

Porsche classic, and other points of 

automotive intrigue. A podcast can?t 

work without great discussion, and this 

is another point where John and Justin 

shine; they have an unpracticed casual 

discourse that flows naturally (John?s 

bartending history shines through as 

the episodes highlight his ability to 

make a conversation with anyone 

interesting, and his ability to smoothly 

break cadence to interact with live 

comments coming in via Youtube). 

Humor is ever-present, and adds levity 
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to the show that contributes to an 

over-arching tone of fun on their 

shows.

John and Justin move through the 

topics and generally end around the 1 

hour mark, with occasional outliers 

going over with special guests. 

Occasionally, the pair will let the 

podcast run long on youtube for ?After 

Hours?, where the discussion 

continues live with an occasionally 

more adult bent.

After the show records, after hours 

ends, and post-show discussion, John 

and Justin pack up their kit and 

prepare to head home. John lives in 

town but Justin has a long commute 

home to Parker. We exit the showroom 

into the cold evening with another 

show in the books, and some 

enjoyable memories made doing what 

car folks love to do; talk about cars.

First Dibs Podcast from Inside Porsche 

Colorado Springs airs weekly on Friday 

nights live at (roughly) 7 P.M. mountain 

standard time, on John Dyste?s 

Youtube channel (here), and publishes 

to Spotify and Apple Podcasts shortly 

after completing the show. If you love 

cars, and especially if you love Porsche, 

give it a listen, give it a subscribe, and 

support the efforts of these awesome 

enthusiasts as they continue to build 

their show!

Are you a Colorado automotive content 

creator, with a youtube, podcast or 

streaming project? We'd love to cover you 

and share your project! 

Please drop our team a note via email at 

team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com to get 

the conversation started, we'd love to 

hear from you and highlight your project!

First Dibs Podcast

@johndyste

Listen on Spotify 

https://firstdibspodcast.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@johndyste
https://open.spotify.com/show/6qSLwpqGNXNJ38OhRNBSG2
https://open.spotify.com/show/6qSLwpqGNXNJ38OhRNBSG2
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Over the past few months, I've become 

indoctrinated by the world of electric 

cars. The cult handed me my 220V wall 

charger and I now know the secret 

handshake. After learning my electric 

terminology at Ohm on the Range, the 

Farland Classic Restoration team sent 

me out to Fully Charged, an electric car 

conference in sunny San Diego, 

California, back in October. At this 

point, I'd been around the restoration 

shop for about three years and 

followed every automotive media 

outlet under the sun, and one thing 

was clear; I still wasn't entirely sold on 

the electric future.

For the electric evangelists here in the 

U.S., Fully Charged is the year 's 

can't-miss conference, bringing 

together modern electric vehicle 

manufacturers, micro-mobility 

startups, concept cars, cutting-edge 

tech, classic car conversions, all with 

only the slightest hint of vaporware. 

Their events have grown quite a bit in 

popularity over the past 5 years. The 

owner of Farland Classic Restoration, 

Jack Farland, has attended a few of 

these events and put down his 

reservation on a Rivian at their first 

American show in Austin, Texas. 

After walking two blocks from the 

hotel to the conference, I arrived with 

boxes of flyers in hand. I made my way 

onto the floor and immediately could 

feel the excitement from both vendors 

and consumers. One end of the event 

had row after row of Tesla models with 

wraps, lights, and yokes. Thankfully, 

our tent was set in the far corner, 

across the aisle from the Electric 

Vehicle Learning Center, or EVLC. EVLC 

offers hands-on STEM training for 

children and adults of all ages in and 

around the state of California in the 

hope of raising the next generation of 

electric car converters. Throughout the 

conference, their booth was tended by 

a few electricians and technicians from 

EV West, the 800lb gorilla when it 

comes to classic car electric 

FULLY CHARGED

LEARNING TO LOVE THE KILOWATT
Story and Photography: Pat Curtin

https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-2/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-2/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-2/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-2/
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conversions. Their team happily 

showed off motherboards and simple 

hands-on examples that helped 

younger kids and myself understand 

the often "invisible" power of 

electricity. Soon I met Michael Bream, 

the founder of EV West. His laid-back 

California style stuck out immediately, 

being the only guy at the conference in 

a pair of flip-flops. 

As the conference rush set in, 

thousands of consumers checked out 

everything from VinFast production 

cars to Canoo concept models, a 

foam-bodied car, and our litt le electric 

Porsche 912. We chatted with more 

and more voltheads, but our team 

noted some gaps in knowledge. Some 

consumers had questions about 

converting a car; others were inquiring 

about which name-brand controllers 

we had used. Our Farland team of 

three was jumping from question to 

question in a non-stop marathon and 

doing our best to reel off electric specs 

and terminology. In the chaos,  I noted 
the booth beside us. Their concept car 

had been the undoubted hit of the 

show. From the time I walked in Friday 

morning until we drove our Porsche 
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out of the event on Sunday evening, 

there was a line around the Aptera 

booth with people waiting to put down 

their orders and sit in the cockpit.

When there was a lapse in questions, I 

asked one of the representatives 

about the Aptera. They happily reeled 

off the script of 1000 miles range, 

lightweight design, and solar panel 

capabilit ies, but they were a bit light on 

actual specs. It sounded fantastic, a car 

of the future, even if it only had three 

wheels. The kid in his early 20s quickly 

clarified this was not a car; Aptera is an 

"autocycle." You may ask, "what 's the 

difference?" For me, there was just one 

thing: crash safety standards. An 

autocycle is a three-wheeled vehicle 

that doesn't have to go through crash 

testing. That was the secret: a 1,800lb, 

1000-mile, solar-powered EV. They 

weren't competing with the Tesla 

Model 3; they were competing with the 

T-REX, the Morgan 3-wheeler, or the 

Polaris Slingshot. They had early 

adopters putting down countless 

thousands of dollars to order their 

own for daily driving purposes.

I couldn't stop thinking about what it 

would look like after an Aptera met a 

Hummer EV, but to each their own. I 

daily drive an e30 which wouldn't 

manage much better.

In the end, Aptera pushed their car off 

the showroom floor and we drove out 

to the trailer. I understood that 

excitement and hype help to fuel the 

electric future just as much as range 

and kilowatt hours. Electrical engineers 

build the world of electric cars, but 

enthusiasts and master marketers 

build the electric hype. I don't think 

one group could exist without the 

other. Some people have dedicated 

their lives to the magic of electricity, 

and others just think electric cars are 

magic.
List en t o Pat  on 

Spot ify!
@pat scur t insPat  Cur t in

https://open.spotify.com/episode/5anffRWbfaZ4lsPBUMDrZZ
https://www.instagram.com/patscurtins/
https://www.facebook.com/pat.curtin.73
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When Opportunity Knocks Visit ing The Audi Group Red Rocks Meet... 
in a Pikes Peak  Hil l cl imb Car

Story and Photography: Brendan Garst     Special Thanks: Trevor Aweida, Preston Bolyard

"I respect a guy who knows he needs 
snow tires in Colorado" Trevor said, 
flashing his wry sense of humor. We 
were standing in the upper North lot at 
the famed Red Rocks Amphitheater on 
a sunny winter morning, chatting 
huddled around a car that just a year 
ago, had no destiny, and seemed 
destined for service as a drift missile 
followed by the scrap heap. In an 
unlikely turn of events, this car in 
Partnership with Trevor had tackled the 
Pikes Peak International Hill Climb 
(brought to you by Gran Turismo) in 

2022, reaching the top while laying 
down some blisteringly quick times. 

Taking a step back, the night before I 
was spending my Saturday evening 
how I spend most of my Saturday 
evenings, buried in spreadsheets and 
absorbed in a whirling daze of 
numbers (the life of an accountant 
after year-end). A flash on my phone 
showed a message from Trevor Aweida, 
one of Colorado's young talented 
drivers and PPIHC competitor, whom 
we covered in our first issue. "You 
going to red rocks tmrw?", referring to 

The Audi Group Colorado's weekly 
Sunday meet. After a bit of back and 
forth, Trevor volunteered he'd be 
driving his 4000 up to the show, and 
there was curretly a passenger seat 
available. You don't say no to that 
regardless of how busy you are.

The next morning, I stood in front of 
my home and knew Trevor was close 
from at least a mile away. The car has 
audile presence, eschewing its 5 
cylinder for a 12 valve VR6 motor with a 
massive Garrett GT 3582 turbo. 

https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
https://coloradocarsandcoffee.com/3d-flip-book/shift-colorado-issue-1-0/
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I heard the scrabbling of studded tires 
as Trevor pulled up, and sure enough, 
the car was wrapped in aggressive 
winter rubber. Trevor explained his 
daily is down, and he has been dailying 
his Pikes Peak car for the last month or 
so, and competing in ice racing at 
Georgetown.

I folded myself into the car, over the full 
cage and door bar setup that protects 
Trevor driving up the mountain, and 
into the seat of the car, and doing up 
the 5 point harness. 

We stopped at Hill Petroleum for a bit 
of E-85 for Trevors car, which doesn't 
currently run on pump gas, and took 
off for Red Rocks.

The car is surprisingly... well... car-like 
on the road. The car is, of course, loud, 
but we were able to carry on a 
conversation in the car over the drone 
of the motor. NVH is a little louder 
because all of the soft-sound 
dampening interior had been removed, 
but the car tracked straight and for the 
most part reminded me of riding in a 
normal 4000 that was missing some 
parts, save for the superhuman shove 
provided by the VR6 Turbo mill when 
Trevor got on the throttle a few times.

The windows are disconnected, and the 
car has an oil leak or two that Trevor 
plans to correct in his push for Pikes 
Peak this year, but being an '84 4000, it 
has pivoting quarter windows (like an 
old pickup truck) that scooped air in 
and kept the cabin air only smelling the 
faintest bit of burnt oil. It truly shocked 
me how mild-mannered the car was, 
and how its BC-Coilover based 
suspension worked to soak up the 
potholes of I-70.

We drove up the winding road leading 
to the North Lot, parked the car, and 
wiggled out of it to mill around the lot. 
The Audi Group Colorado hosts this 
meet every Sunday and there was a 
good mix of cars out and about 
enjoying a bit of uncommon February 
sun.

Trevor propped his hood open as the 
car was swarmed by curious folks 
trying to figure out what they were 
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looking at; Audi's 4000 has become a 
rarity in the modern age, and I've seen 
more than a few people have a tough 
time figuring out what Trevor 's car 
actually is, especially with a bit of extra 
dissonance added by Fox Body 
Mustang wheels and a replica E30 M3 
rear wing.

We took a moment to walk the lot and 
take in the attendance of the show. A 

bright green Gallardo that seems to be 
there every time I go was of course 
present, notable to me because of my 
affinity for Lamborghini's mass market 
car. 

A silver-blue Porsche 928 also seems to 
be a regular fixture of the show, and it 
was there in defiance of the gremlins 
that make a 928... a 928.

My favorite car in the show was a 

right-hand drive Nissan Pulsar GTI-R, an 
oddity in Colorado but undoubtedly a 
blast to drive.

And of course there were Audis. 
Multiple R8s, a really nice green B5 RS4 
clone, RS3s, TTRSs, R8s, SQ5, Allroad 
and beyond.  Audi and VW enthusiasm 
is well represented at the show, 
obviously given the hosting group.

The group doesn't discriminate against 
other marques, and several other high 
end cars were in attendance, Porsches, 
Ferraris, Lamborghinis and many other 
of the like (some of whom blocked the 
road up to the North lot when Trevor 
and I were on our way up for an 
impromptu private photoshoot... 
(C'mon guys, be better than blocking 
the only way up the hill!)

The atmosphere is low-key aside from 
the occasional rev-bouncing of cars in 
the famous rock arch tunnel in and out 
of the lot. The weather was clear, I was 
with friends enjoying a moment of car 
stuff, and life was good.

The Audi Group's Sponsor, Josh Kinne 
bounces around the show with a ton of 
energy, greeting everyone and 
seemingly chatting with everyone who 
attends to at least say hi and offer a 
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sticker or two.

As the morning wore on, Trevor and I 
came back to his car, and he had an 
impromptu Q&A session, telling people 
about his build, his experiences with 
the hill and more. Just car folks hanging 
with car folks, talking cars, an 
important part of what makes our 
hobby so endearing. 

Among those was Ryan Bahrke, Co-host 
of one of Colorado's biggest car 
podcasts, "The Steering Committee" 
stopped by to say hi, and laid the 
groundwork for Trevor to appear on 
the show in March. 

Thoroughly socialized, we clambered 
back over the door bars and into the 
car 's seats for the ride home. Josh 
stopped by Trevor 's window to thank us 
for coming, and we took off to return to 
our midday, renewed by a morning of 
good times with cars.

The Audi Group usually wraps their Red 
Rocks meets with a cruise, either in the 
foothills and canyons or out to SLUSH 
on Sundays when SLUSH meets are 
happening the same day. 

Low-Key meets like this are so 
important to our car culture out here; it 
gets people connected and talking to 
each other. The chance to appreciate 
what other people have put their effort, 
money, and work into, and get some 
fresh air in a beautiful location while 
you're at it.

The upper North lot show is every 

Sunday from 10:30 AM, generally lasts 
a few hours and is well attended. 
Layers and sunscreen are 
recommended as quick swings in 
weather are a trademark of the 
foothills. The location is accessible, 
once you've parked in the lot, as the 

whole show is held in a flat parking lot. 
Restroom facilities are readily available 
on-site. 

The Audi Group Colorado

@Trevoraweida

https://open.spotify.com/show/7fqv74lYRF1VosQSJX3RC3
https://open.spotify.com/show/7fqv74lYRF1VosQSJX3RC3
https://open.spotify.com/show/7fqv74lYRF1VosQSJX3RC3
https://www.facebook.com/AudiGroupColorado
https://www.instagram.com/trevoraweida/
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Since 2017, thousands of hot rod and 
rockabilly fans gather every August at 
Pikes Peak International Raceway in 
Fountain, Colorado for the Hot Rod 
Rock & Rumble. The festival has 25 

bands playing on 5 stages, a judged 
car show with more than 1,500 hot 
rods filling the infield of the raceway. 
It?s a live-action car show with every 
entry getting to cruise the banked 
one-mile oval, or run the eighth-mile 
drag strip, and even lay down smoking 
donuts in the Burnout Circus.

The festival opened Thursday with a 
pre-party, then a full slate of activities 
on Friday. The ceremonial opening was 
held Saturday at noon with the 
presentation of colors, singing of the 
National Anthem, and drag racing flag 
drops by beautiful Pin-Up contestants.

Jim Pearson, of Colorado said ?There is 
so much going on, we have yet to see 
everything. They are always adding 
something new!?

The Rock & Rumble car show judges 
award a hefty cut-metal slab in more 
than 20 categories. Best In show went 
to Cordova and his spectacular 1960 

Cadillac. The coveted Drag Royale 
trophy was won by 16-year-old Ryan 
Thorpe, driving her 1957 Chevrolet 
Bel-Air!

Burning rubber has become quite 

popular at the Rock & Rumble. A 
purpose built ?Burnout Circus? ran for 
two full days with drivers shredding 
tires, revving motors, and throwing up 

huge white plumes of dense smoke to 
the cheers of the crowd.

Headlining the main stage on Friday 
night were the Reckless Ones and the 
Delta Bombers. Both bands were 

returning due to popular demand, said 
Larry Shields, the event?s booking 
agent.

Story and Photography: Pikes Peak International Raceway
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Saturday night, Psycho Devilles and 
their flaming stand-up bass opened for 
Hillbilly Casino, an obvious crowd 
favorite. Nic Roulette, the dynamic 
lead singer of the Casino, did double 
duty by performing in after-hours 
Shop Party Bar shows with the Beat 
Creeps and their jaw dropping 
raw-rock performances.

Built over the dragstrip was a stage, 
complete with bar and viewing 
platforms. With hot rods roaring out 

from just under the stage, the 
look of astonishment on Dani 
Bat?s face, of Spain?s 13 Bats 
rockabilly band, was priceless. 
Gearhead and musician, Brent 
Loveday (of Reno Divorce, and 
Dirty Dollars) took the rumble 
of the stage floor in stride with 
a big grin.

These folks know how to 
celebrate the rockabilly lifestyle 
and culture. Contestants from 
across the USA took part in the 
classy Miss Rock & Rumble 
Pinup Contest. This year, over 
thirty-five women participated. 
Sherry Pie took home the 
crown, while Miss Cassandra 
and Bowtie Bettie were runner 
ups. 

The kids are included too! A 
very popular Jr. Rockabilly Contest had 
Isabella and Elijah taking home the 
sash and crown!

?It?s a such great mix of American 
music, motors, culture and fashion? 
said first-timer Julia Weiss, from 
Michigan.

Dozens of riders joined the Mini-Bike 
Extravaganza for a parade through the 
event grounds, then swarm en-masse 
down the drag strip and around the 

racetrack. ?It was damn awesome 
seeing so many riders having so much 
fun!? remarked emcee Tumbleweed, 
from Arizona.

Camping is very popular at this 
festival, with a few thousand people 
overnighting, and some camp parties 
running late into the night. Over 30 
vintage campers lived out the lifestyle 
in the middle of the show. The roving 
Junkyard RV Stage provided day and 
night live music for campers, including 
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encore performances by the Atomic 
Drifters playing traditional rockabilly 
music.

The Flamethrower Contest had the 
pyros showing off their traditional and 
extreme rigs. The crowd favorite was 
Mark & Jean Stevens? ?Hocus Pocus? 
with its 100-foot flames and absolutely 
deafening booms! Fittingly, the 
Junkyard RV Stage pulled up with The 
Octanes performing roots/rock tunes 
as flames shot from on top of the RV.

After the Flamethrower Contest, the 
late-night crowd got further heated up 
at Racy Revue burlesque show in the 

racetrack?s Shop Party Bar. America?s 
top burlesque dancers brought 
intricate ensembles and stunning 
performances. Sherry Pie opened with 
a remarkable belly dance, while Sydni 
Deveraux closed the evening with an 
exotic performance that left the crowd 
cheering for more.

Whether you wanted food, drinks, 
pinstriping, jewelry, clothing, car 
accessories, slot cars, swap meet finds, 
tattoos or piercings - the vintage 
vendors had it all. Timeless Body Art 
from Colorado Springs provided 
tattoos based on the event?s iconic 
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pinup figures. Even some of the band 
members got tattoos!

?There?s lots of good people, lots of 
great music, and lots of beautiful cars!? 
said Bob Gardner, from Florida.

The festival closed Sunday with a 
prayer service and fundraising Fire 
Department Hangover Breakfast.

The Fountain and Hanover 

first-responders served up a great 
pancake breakfast and the bar 
provided the requisite Bloody Mary?s.

Shane Griffith, one of the show?s 
organizers, says ?the incredible PPIR 
staff and the region?s car clubs are 
truly what make the show a success, 
with special thanks to the Lonely 
Knights, Rod and Custom, and 
Hoodlums car clubs.? His own club, the 

Bootleggers, travel every year from 
South Carolina to help out.

For next year, Shane said plans are in 
the works to expand the music line-up 
to attract a wider audience and expose 
more people to this compelling music 
motor culture.

The 2023 Hot Rod Rock & Rumble is 
scheduled for Thursday August 24 
through August 27th, at Pikes Peak 
International Raceway! Tickets are on 
sale now at www.hotrodrock.com; 
Learn more at their website!

Sponsored Content Notice: This article 
was an editorial article sponsored by 
Pikes Peak International Raceway. We 
work together with host organizations to 
highlight interesting car related  events in 
advance of them coming out! 

Hot  Rod Rock  and Rum ble

Pikes Peak Int ernat ional Raceway

@PPIR

https://hotrodrock.com/
https://ppir.com/event/hot-rod-rock-rumble-2023/
https://ppir.com/event/hot-rod-rock-rumble-2023/
https://hotrodrock.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PikesPeakInternationalRaceway/
https://www.instagram.com/ppir/
https://ppir.com/
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On a cold, drab morning, I found 
myself just outside of Denver, on top of 
a hill staring at gloomy clouds 
stretching as far as the eye could see. 
Despite the brutal weather, the 
proximate scenery was superb, given 
we were in Morrison, Colorado and 
said ?hill? was at the base of the world 
renowned Red-Rocks Amphitheatre, 
one of Colorado?s many local treasures. 
What made this morning at Red Rocks 
unique was that I was joined by several 
of my fellow SHIFT co-conspirators, and 

something else that has grown to 
prominence in Colorado, a Toyota SUV, 
which had been loaned to us earlier 
that morning to review. That?s right, 
friends; your pokey local car-enthusiast 
magazine, via a series of awesome 
contacts, shameless begging and 
self-promotion, and the courtesy of 
Toyota Motors North America got 
ahold of its first press car! Join us as we 
dive in - reviewing the 2023 Toyota 
Sequoia TRD Pro.

First impressions are important, and 
this car leaves one big first 
impression?  it is enormous! At first, I 
was wondering if I was the right person 
for the job at hand; I don?t have kids or 
the regular need to cart lots of people 
around, and I tend to be a lot more 
comfortable driving smaller vehicles. 
Contrast that to the 2023 Toyota 
Sequoia, Toyota?s 3 row SUV offering. 
The Sequoia is a two-box platform 
mate of the Tundra (a truck we drove 
cross-country in December hauling 

2023

TOYOTA SEQUOIA TRD PRO
Story: Brendan Garst Photography: Edgar Venzor, Chris Colten, Preston Bolyard
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motors and transmissions back from 
my misguided purchase of an Audi 90 
parts car, which you can read about 
here!). I am not the truck?s target 
demographic by any distortion of the 
term, and my ability to appreciate the 
key attributes of the Sequoia like 
someone more aligned with its target 
market might feel like a liability.

Coming from that mindset, and 
spending 6 hours hanging out with 
our crew driving around the foothills 

TOYOTA SEQUOIA TRD PRO
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of the Denver Rockies in this 
conspicuous behemoth, I found our 
Sequoia to be versatile and hilarious. It 
carted the bulk of our team of six and 
their gear without breaking a sweat, 
and looked incredible doing it against 
the bleak gray of a waning Colorado 
winter. After getting familiar with it, I?m 
confused and conflicted as to why 
there is a part of me that could see 
myself owning one.

The Sequoia line comes with Toyota?s 
i-FORCE MAX engine, a 3.5 liter 
aluminum block twin-turbocharged 
and intercooled V-6 hybrid with 
variable valve timing. All of this to say, 
the i-FORCE MAX is a complicated 
motor. The gas motor is good for 389 
horsepower and 479 pound-feet of 
torque. The hybrid system provides an 
additional 48 horsepower, and electric 
propulsion?s party trick; a 
disproportionate amount of torque, 
148 foot pounds in this case. The 
combined output of the truck is 437 
horsepower and 583 food pounds of 
torque, with max torque available at 
2,400 RPM.

That?s a lot of numbers; what they 
translate to in practice is that for an 
SUV with a 6,150 pound curb weight, 
the truck feels remarkably quick. We 
took the truck through Conifer, on back 
roads through Deer Creek Canyon, and 
the truck was eager and responsive. 
Power delivery feels linear with the 
hybrid system providing grunt 
low-down in the rev range, and the 
turbos coming on in its stead as the 
truck picks up speed like a locomotive. 
It?s absurd to me how something this 
big and heavy had the ability to create 
the shove that it does. With variable 
valve timing at play as well, you?d think 
all of these components working in 
harmony to create power would be a 
challenge, but the tuning marries them 
together into smooth, relentless 
acceleration.

Power is sent through a 10-speed 
automatic transmission with aggressive 
kickdown, with the hybrid motor 
located in-line between the engine and 
transmission. Power is delivered 
through a part-time four wheel drive 
system with an electronically controlled 
two-speed transfer case and an 
automatic limited slip differential, 
along with of an electronically 

controlled locking rear differential. The 
steering is deceptively light for a 
vehicle this size, owing to the electric 
power steering system that has 
become commonplace on new 
vehicles. The TRD Pro?s steering is 3.2 
turns lock-to-lock, which yielded 
responsive steering on the quick side 
for a large vehicle.

The TRD Pro is Toyota?s off-road 
capable trim, which nets a lot of nice 
goodies (TRD being short for Toyota 
Racing Development). This truck is a 
premium version of the Sequoia, 
together with the more luxurious 
Capstone trim.  Lower SR5, Limited, 
and Platinum trims are available at 
decreasing price points. The Sequoia 
TRD Pro carries an MSRP of $76,000 
and our test car came equipped with a 
roof rack, wheel locks, and a surcharge 
for that Solar Octane orange paint 
(exclusive to the TRD pro); the car had 
a Monroney price of $79,495.00 
including destination & handling fees.

For your considerable cash outlay, the 
majority of the options list available for 

Dr ivet rain
Tr im
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the Sequoia comes standard. Available 
options for the TRD Pro include heated 
power dimming, folding, and extending 
tow mirrors with blindspot monitoring 
and turn signals, a power tilt-slide 
panoramic roof, and a trailer lighting 
package. The TRD Pro also gets certain 
components replaced with off-road 
capable components, including a beefy 
2.5 inch Fox off-road suspension with 
remote reservoir shocks in the rear, 
and a large stabilizer bar. The TRD Pro 
also includes BBS Forged 18? wheels, a 
front skid plate, LED headlights, 
taillights, sequential turn signals, fog 
lights?  LED everything really, a TRD 
specific grille with an integrated light 
bar (surprise! It?s LED too.) and more. 
Toyota effectively threw the entire 
catalog of off-road inspired parts at the 
TRD Pro to add some excitement to the 
vehicle.

What really warmed me up to this 
truck was the overwhelming amount of 
interesting small details. The 
over-fenders are grain-textured in an 
interesting ?technical camo? pattern. 
Color keyed door handles, a black 
cheat line on the A-pillar to integrate 
the look of the windows contiguously 
across the side of the car, and special 
TRD Pro specific badging, along with 
the admittedly aggressive color 

combine to create something that feels 
really interesting to me; It 's a Toyota 
but there are (calculated) risks taken 
here. It would be easy to just suppose 
no one is going to be paying attention 
to the unique textural pattern on a set 
of fender guards, and toss the idea as 
the car was getting designed and 
approved, but they didn?t in this case. 
They ran with it, and for a car company 
that has traditionally lacked interesting 
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design features, this is a refreshing 
departure from the brand?s reputation 
for perpetual functionality above all 
else.

This attention to details extends to the 
interior as well, which is incredibly 
well-appointed. The technical camo 
pattern from the overfenders shows up 
again in through the weave of the 
seats, which are a combination of sport 
fabric and Soft-Tex®, a synthetic 
leather, embroidered with the TRD 
logo. In fact, the TRD logo is just about 
everywhere you look inside the truck. 
The push to start button, steering 
wheel, seats, shift lever, floor mats, 
wheel caps, hood scallops and much, 
much more are emblazoned with the 
TRD logo. Also, the passenger side 
dash has a massive Toyota logo 
stretching across its style-beltline. The 
brand identity is nothing if not forward 
in the TRD Pro?s expansive cabin. 
Branding this on the nose can be 
polarizing, but to me it is another 
example of Toyota having some fun 
with a special trim, showing that from 
time to time, it still knows how to let its 
hair down.

Interior appointments are?  numerous. 

The truck has useful utility and 
creature comforts in spades. All of the 
modern upmarket usual suspects were 
present including a quality stereo with 
wireless Apple Car-Play or Android 
Auto, heated seats, fully digital dash 
and massive center console 
touchscreen, 8 way power front seats 
with lumbar. It features a drivers assist 
package with lane departure and 
steering assist, radar guided cruise 
control, pre-collision system, and a 
road sign assist system, that identifies 
speed limit signs as you pass them for 

your convenience. A QI wireless phone 
charging mat is a tremendously nice 
touch, as were the USB A and C outlets 
in the center console, and the two AC 
inverters included in the vehicle. Other 
things felt a bit on the overcomplicated 
side, including the HomeLink rearview 
mirror, with an embedded menu 
system I didn?t get to fully explore. The 
center stack mercifully has not gone 
fully touchscreen like other 
manufacturers are trending towards, 
and retains physical buttons and knobs 
for certain features, which could be 

Int er ior
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operated with gloves on, or without 
focusing all of your attention on 
interacting with a screen while driving.

Two of the creature comfort features 
on the Sequoia tie for M.V.P. to me. On 
our test day, the weather was typical 
March in Colorado; cold, bitterly so at a 
location with elevation like Red Rocks. 
The Sequoia?s heated steering wheel 
blasted the cold from many of our 
frozen hands that morning, and for 
that it will always have my sincerest 
gratitude. The other feature is Toyota?s 
incredibly cool 360 view camera 
system, which stitches images from 
multiple cameras together to create a 
coherent representation of the car in 
the space it?s occupying. I have seen 
this in other manufacturers' vehicles 
and found the stitched images to be 
interesting, if a bit abstract and, but 
Toyota?s system is radical in its clarity 
and versatility offering many different 
ways to get visual context of the truck 
in its surroundings. This feature is likely 
essential if you were ever to venture 
into spaces with tight parking or 
high-trafficked parking lots. My only 
gripe with the otherwise beautiful 
interior is Toyota?s use of plastic 
Piano-Black style trim (well known for 
being the easiest finish to mar in the 
known universe), which was already 
scuffed up on the test truck. Luckily, it?s 
limited to a small patch near the shift 
surround

Seating is plentiful. The first row seats 
are a tremendously nice place to be, 
and the second row on the TRD Pro 
has flip-and-tumble style captains 
chairs, both of which are pretty 
comfortable for a larger 
driver/passenger like myself. The third 
row is power folding, and sits a little 
higher than the second row as it sits on 
top of the battery cell bank in the floor 
of the rear of the truck. At a squat 5?8, 
in the back seat, my head was grazing 
the roof, so it?s likely best to leave the 
third row for kids, but I could have 
stayed reasonably comfortable back 
there with a bit of contortion for a 
short time. The cargo area doesn?t 
have a fully flat floor due to the battery 
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cell, but still offers 49 cubic feet of 
cargo space with the third row folded.

The truck has storage everywhere. The 
center console has drawers, lids and a 
cavernous cargo area, as well as all 

kinds of clever integrated storage for 
anything you might need throughout, 
as well as a cargo shelf system behind 
the third row. The truck has a powered 
tailgate with touchless access as well as 

a rear lift glass if you only want to open 
the window.

The Sequoia TRD Pro is a brute, and 
the driving experience tends to match 
that perception. You are seated high, 
and drive down the road with what 
feels like momentous inertia. For a 
body on frame SUV, it still feels light on 
its feet. Steering effort is low, the truck 
changes directions well, and all things 
considered, it?s pretty easy to drive. 
Even a smaller car enthusiast like 
myself was able to jump in and feel not 
only comfortable but confident at the 
till was surprising. Visibility is fantastic 
to the front and sides, but there are 
some large blind spots to the rear from 
the truck?s sizable D pillars, which are 
mitigated by the truck?s blind spot 
monitoring system. Would I want to get 
in and commute it through downtown 
Denver at 5PM? Not particularly. With 

Exper ience
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the features on offer to aid in wrangling 
this goliath, I am confident that I would 
be able to. Also, of note, owing to the 
hybrid system and the V6 architecture, 
the truck is a lot less thirsty than you?d 
expect.

We have to talk about the synthetic 
engine noise. Legions of self-affirming 
auto enthusiasts take to the internet to 
bemoan the addition of synthetic or 
enhanced motor noise to new vehicles 
in modern line-ups. Hot take: It?s 
present on the Sequoia too, and I 
actually like it. Twin turbo motors like 
the Sequoia?s are naturally very quiet, 
as the turbos tend to dampen exhaust 
noise, and that?s before passing 
through multiple mufflers and 
resonators on an OEM exhaust system. 

I drive older and louder cars, and prefer 
to have some sort of audible cue to 
what the motor is doing. The Sequoia?s 
cabin-engine note sounds good, 
aggressive if a little mismatched to the 
actual powerplant (there's a lot more 
growl than a twin-turbo V6 would tend 
to generate acoustically), and I enjoy it, 
especially in the context of this truck 
which is ?loud? in so many other ways. 
The disappointment here is lack of 
adjustability by the user, though the 
internet suggests a dealer can disable 
the noise for the truly bothered.

Taking it back to basics, we were 
accompanied on our review by Chris 
Colten's charming 1997 Lexus LX-450. 
The large Toyota SUV of the time 
(Toyota devotees during our review 

were calling it an '80 Series'), Chris's 
truck shares at least a sinew of 
traceable DNA with the Sequoia; large 
SUVs that aren't intimidating for the 
standard driver, built to an exacting 
build quality and let loose to weather 
the sands of time. At the same time, 
the Sequoia is a study in just how far 
cars have come in 25 years; the LX is 
comfortable but spartan by 
comparison, and its important to 
remember the LX was a spaceship in its 
day. 

This truck is a lot of fun in a huge 
package. It 's big, expensive, bright, and 
versatile. It caters to a driver with things 
or people to haul, but the breadth of 
things it can enable one to do speaks to 
me. A big SUV that doesn?t come at the 
penalty of not being fun to drive, with 
off-road capability, comfort, tech, and 
that Solar Octane paint is truly hard to 
ignore. I like that it would open a lot of 
possibilities via its capabilities, and do 
so with a touch of semi-restrained style 
to it.

Full Disclosure: Toyota Motors, North 
America wanted us to drive the 2023 
Sequoia TRD Pro so bad, they loaned it to 
us with a full tank of gas for a few hours, 
on the condition we kept it on-road.

Toyota Sequoia TRD Pro

https://pressroom.toyota.com/vehicle/2023-toyota-sequoia/
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The beauty of the automobile is that 

it has a beautiful way of speaking to 

people in so many ways. From brand 

loyalty, through motor and 

transmission combos, to paint and 

body and beyond, opportunities to 

customize a car to fit one?s interest 

are effectively unlimited and it?s often 

that these unique machines grace the 

roads of Colorado.

Of all the cars that make their way to 

Bandimere Speedway during the 

racing season, chalk Archer Rule?s 

1992 Suzuki Cappuccino up as one of 

the most unique. Standing at a 

remarkable 46?? inches and weighing a 

measly 1,598lb from the factory, 

Archer?s Cappuccino uniquely 

screams fun, and feels like a toy. ?I 

was looking for something small and 

my friend send this to me as a joke 

because it?s small and I?m a giant? 

Archer says about his mighty, yet 

small machine, while laughing.

Designed and created as a small 

2-door, 2-seater detachable hardtop 

to meet strict Keijidosha (known as 

?Kei? in the us) car specifics overseas 

in Japan. Kei cars must meet 

demanding regulations that specify a 

maximum vehicle size, engine 

capacity, and power output, etc. 

In-turn owners enjoy both tax and 

insurance benefits. Kei regulations 

changed over the years, but for 1992, 

the year Archer?s car was produced, a 

Kei car could not exceed 3.3 meters in 

length, 1.4 meters in width and 2.0 

meters in height. It could not displace 

in excess of 660cc, and was limited to 

64 PS (Metric horsepower. SAE 

Horses are slightly anemic, this 

translates to 63.1 US horsepower). 

With it?s unique shape and size, mix in 

the unique twist of the vehicle being a 

right-hand drive machine and 

equipped with a DOHC 12-valve, 

three inline-cylinder (yes, 

three-cylinder)  powerplant that?s 

intercooled and turbo-charged. In it?s 

initial years of production (1991 - 

1992)  the Cappuccino saw 15,113 

cars produced with 88% of them 

(13,318) sold in Japan. Given the  

Story: Ronnie Kohrt     Photography: Bandimere Speedway & SRA Photo, and Nic Killian

1992 
Mor e t h an Cof f eE

A Cappucc ino  unl ike any  o t her
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restrictions above, its no surprise that 

this machine pumps out a blistering 

63 horsepower and 63-foot pounds of 

torque at sea-level, as to not exceed 

limitations set for Kei cars in 1992.

Because of all these unique features, 

the Cappuccino stands as one of the 

most unique and interesting vehicles 

seen at Bandimere Speedway, a 

notion that voters at the KBPI Rock N? 

Roll Car Show at Bandimere 

Speedway agreed with. Archer?s 

Cappuccino finished as winner of 

Best Import and eventually, as he 

emerged from the litt le machine that 

could on a victory lap, and went on to 

accept Best in Show later that day.

?I was originally looking for a Miata or 

a Boxster, a few years ago, something 

I could drive around and have fun 

with. At the time, I had a big boat of a 

Taurus and my Police Explorer. Car 

clubs would do weekly 

drives through the 

canyon and I couldn?t 

keep up or couldn?t do it 

because I had such big 

cars. Looked at the 

listing and it was about 

three blocks away from 

where I lived. Before I 

even got into it, I knew I 

was going to buy it.?

Archer?s desire to be 

involved with cars stems 

from two places, his 

Father and the people of 

the car community. ?I 

don?t love cars as much 

as I love the people that 

surround them,? He 

said, while crediting the 

people of the Colorado 

car community with 

helping so much with 

1992 
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Archer does think back to that day at 

Bandimere Speedway and thanks his 

Father for the help in putting the 

Cappuccino on top. ?I?d like to think 

that was Dad up-above who helped 

out with that. I?d like to think that was 

him up-above grabbing every phone 

that he could, texting the code in so I 

could get something.? And one of the 

most memorable moments from that 

day? ?Having trophies stick up about 

four-feet above the roof, going down 

I-70 in the right lane. I?d have people 

fly past me on the left and then I?d 

see the cars lean forward as they 

slowed down to snap a photo.?

Archer?s car shows the lighter side of 

the car community with it?s 

diminutive size compared to the large 

amount of fun it provides its driver 

and spectators at shows. The KBPI 

Rock N Roll Car Show was held at 

Bandimere on August 14, 2022, and 

featured a car show, grudge racing 

and a vendor midway, all held at 

Bandimere Speedway in Morrison 

Colorado. 

Suz uki 
Cappucc ino

www.bandimere.com

Bandimere-Speedway

bandimere_speedway

https://bandimere.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BandimereSpeedway
https://www.instagram.com/bandimere_speedway/?hl=en
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AMC sounds a bit like alphabet soup, 
but the purists among us know it 
stands for American Motor Company. 
Some may recognize the Pacer, 
Javelin, AMX, Hornet, Ambassador, 
Matador and Rambler. 

AMC made many classics through the 
years, one of the most famous 
however was the SC Rambler 
Scrambler. A whopping 1,512 of them 
were manufactured in Kenosha, WI. 
Only 350 SC Ramblers are known to 
exist as of today. The Rambler 
Scrambler was built specifically for the 
NHRA F/Stock drag race class. And boy 
did it do just that!

As many car enthusiasts know when 
you go to a car meet, car show, street 
race, whatever gathering or event, 
your senses are overwhelmed by the 
many different styles, colors, and 
smells, but for many, it 's the sounds. 
We?ve all had the moments when you 
are standing admiring a classic or 
talking with your buddy about the 
crazy modifications and inordinate 
amount of time that went into the 
ride you're standing in front of, and 
mid conversation?  mid-thought?  you 
hear the roar of an engine heading 
towards you. Not just any roar, the 
head turning roar, the sound getting 
louder as it is rolling towards you. As it 

gets closer you feel your blood 
pressure increasing, your heart beats 
a litt le louder, and you catch a glimpse 
of the litt le boy on the sidewalk as his 
jaw drops, the Rambler passing by in a 
flurry of sound and color. The 
Rambler was a head turner and a 
good one at that. From the ?A? to ?B? 
paint scheme to the 390 engine 
pulsing and rolling by so smoothly. To 
the Red, White and Blue emblems on 
the Frost White paint of the body, it 
was sure to catch your eye. Once you 
were able to get close to the Rambler 
it was sure to pull you in! The Interior 

has metal horizontal grooves to catch 
your eye leading you to the knurled 
grip of the Hurst shifter, the wood 
steering wheel, and the RPM Gage 
mounted to the steering column. As 
soon as you turned the key you knew 
you were in for a special drive.

I remember many times sitting as a 
passenger in the 69 AMC Rambler as 
my dad enjoyed driving it everywhere 
he could. I often remember someone 
asking what do you love most about 
the Rambler. He would respond and 
say, ?You know the Rambler is an all 

1969 AMC Hur st  
SC/ Rambl er 390 CU.IN

Story: Emily Barilli     Photography: Preston Bolyard
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around great car, I don't have to worry 
about it. It is one of the cars I can 
always count on getting in and turning 
the key and GO.?

I loved everything about my dad?s 
Rambler, a car that lives rent free in 
my memories.  From the smooth 
leather seats as you sink in, resting 
your head on the Red, White and Blue 
headrest in anticipation of the ride 
ahead, to the unique body lines of the 
car. It was always my dads dream to 
own an AMC Rambler Scrambler, I will 
never forget the day he brought it 

home. It was like seeing a kid open a 
present from Santa on Christmas 
morning. The Bright smile from ear to 
ear, the first sound of the engine 
turning over for the first time as you 
see your eyes suddenly become more 
intrigued, more curious, more eager 
for more. That is what the Rambler 
Scrambler was made for.

I think many of us that own classic 
cars understand the labor of love that 
goes into owning a classic. We know 
that for most it 's not about having the 
newest and best as much as that is 

driving something interesting and 
exciting, something unique and 
compelling. It 's about the memories 
you create and the many relationships 
you develop over time with your 
classic. 

If I could leave you with one thing it 
would be to get a classic! Cherish the 
many memories you will create that 
will last a lifetime!

@Unleashphot ography

https://www.instagram.com/unleashphotography/?hl=en
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Subarus are ubiquitous in Colorado. It?s 

a fact of life; the sky is generally blue, 

water is wet, and most Coloradans own 

or have owned one of Fuji Heavy 

Industries? creations? or know 

someone who does? badged with the 

iconic Pleiades constellation logo. In a 

sea of similar cars, which even when 

customized often wind up feeling 

familiar, Devin Ramsey took an 

ordinary Subaru, and made it 

something one can?t help but notice; a 

car that truly breaks the mold.

I have run in the same vehicular circles 

as Devin since 2014, when I almost got 

my feet cut off from my ankles by the 

massive splitter affixed to Devin?s car. I 

was a newly minted autocross 

attendee, and had come out to enjoy a 

day of ruining my 1983 Toyota Celica 

Liftback, a car I remember fondly for its 

truck motor, and how it was mostly 

made of rust and hope. At autocross, 

drivers work during heats they are not 

driving, helping in various ways to 

sustain a well organized event. The 

most common job? Shagging cones hit 

by competitors at a number of corner 

stations throughout the course. I had 

easily been able to run, reset my cones 

and return to the safety margins of the 

course with most of the wayward 

competitors in the heat I worked. Then 

the car in front of Devin hit a cone.

Like the others, I sprinted for the cone, 

this one admittedly a ways away from 

our safety area. Devin?s STI appeared 

half the track away, a non-threat when 

I ran for the cone. The car however, 

even nearly a decade ago, is alien in 

how fast it accelerates and corners. By 

the time I had made it to the cone, 

Devins STI was bearing down on me, a 

turn away; and I froze. I remember not 

being able to decide on which way to 

clear the track, inexperience mixing 

with adrenaline to create hyper-aware 

confusion. Luckily, Devin noticed me 

on course and slowed down, before I 

was cut down in my debut showing by 

an unexplainably fast Subaru.

After the heat, I walked back to the 

paddock, dejected, for screwing up 

someone?s run, putting them in a 

decision they had to make a safety call, 

and ultimately being disappointed in 

my showing at cone-shagging. I found 

Devin, and waded through the crowd 

around his car, which he was 

interacting with while applying a bag of 

SUMAIRE

Devin Ramsey's Quest to Perfect
The 

2006 Subaru STi
Foreward: Brendan Garst    Story and Photography: Devin Ramsey
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ice to his intercooler. ?Hey, I?m the guy 

you almost hit? I remember choking 

out; ?I?m sorry I screwed up your run.? 

Devin looked at me for a second, and 

retorted with ?I?m glad you?re ok, and I 

got an extra run out of it. I don?t have 

anything to worry about.? before going 

back to the task at hand. This casual 

care and mastery of the fastest car I 

have ever seen (and eventually ridden 

in) was Devin?s trademark demeanor. 

He went back to the task at hand, 

unfussed, and that was that.

I?ll let Devin take it from here, as he 

walks us through Sumaire, his 2006 

Subaru Impreza WRX STi.

For a tiny bit of background: It all 

started when I got a bit into the local 

street racing culture (not that my car at 

the time was fast or anything), and to 

get me out of it, my dad introduced me 

to SCCA Solo/Autocross. To this day, I 

still think that he most likely saved my 

life doing this. We started out with my 

old 1995 Honda Accord EX Coupe, 

which my dad called the ?Queen 

Elizabeth? because it handled just 

about like a sail barge. It had good 

brakes, though they?d overheat if 

pushed too hard, but it didn?t have 

enough power to get out of its own 

way. We then moved on to what 

became known as ?Hatchling?, an 1989 

Civic Si Hatchback, a car which was 

actually originally purchased as a 

Showroom Stock racecar back in the 

day, and it came complete with a 

bolt-in six-point roll cage! We built it to 

the Street Touring S class specification, 

and even had a litt le bit of success with 

it. Unfortunately, my dad never really 

got comfortable with driving an 

FF/FWD in competition, and eventually 

we moved on to different vehicles 

(there?s a long story here, but for the 

sake of some semblance of brevity we?ll 

just skip forward a bit).

After lengthy research and making my 

selection for what specific model year 

and color package I wanted, I hopped 

onto Craigslist?  Aaaand there it was. 

Simple as that. The plan had not even 

been to get the vehicle, yet, but there 

was no way in hell I was going to let 

this one slip through my fingers. I was 

extremely lucky that I was the first 

responder after finding this on 

Craigslist, as it had just been listed 

when I found it. The previous owner 

drove all the way down from Wyoming 

and was willing to sit through the 

dealership?s pre-buyer inspection for 

me; He was a student, a firefighter and 

about to become a father, so the toy 

had to go.

I just happened to be in the right place 
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at the right time, and this car was 

exactly what I was looking for. In May 

of 2008, and I purchased the for what 

seems now like an impossible $26,200 

(including a $200 tip tip to the previous 

owner for driving the car down), 

especially given that the car was 

completely bone-stock, in basically 

mint condition, and the odometer had 

just rolled over 15,000 miles during the 

test drive.

My neighbor at the time, Tanner, 

owned one of the first Subaru Impreza 

WRX STis to ever be sold in Colorado, a 

white beauty he sold recently. I wish I 

could?ve justified taking it off his hands, 

because that car holds so much 

sentimental value to me, even now. 

(Tanner, if you wind up reading this, 

thank you so much for coming to me 

and offering it to me first!) Other than 

in video games, that was my first taste 

of Subaru performance. However, with 

the power of hindsight, it?s somewhat 

interesting to note that in many games 

it was almost always the Subarus that I 

was driving the fastest and was the 

most comfortable with.

Oh! I suppose I should explain the 

name that?s been given to this racecar. 

?Sumaire? or ?Sumaire STi?. That name 

was chosen by my dad shortly after I 

got the car. He happens to speak 

fluent Traditional Scottish Gaelic, and 

among his many other talents, he 

happens to be a great singer. For that, 

he got a custom license plate which 

includes a word for ?music? in that 

language for both of his cars (he also 

owns a Tesla, today). I wanted to find a 

nickname that I could use on a license 

plate in the language, too. I never did 

get the plate, but the name stuck, and 

now more than ever, Sumaire lives up 

to it.

Sumaire ? ?SUE-myth-uh? ? Traditional 

Scottish Gaelic; ?Serpent?, ?Dragon?, 

?Lethal Weapon?
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The original plan was to stick with 

stock-class modifications (brake pads, 

cat-back exhaust, Ohlins fixed-perch 

dampers, possibly upgrade one 

anti-roll bar, etc.). However, once I 

ended up having my dad?s S2000-CR to 

co-drive with him in competition, I 

turned my attention to effectively 

trying to create my own version of the 

Litchfield Type 25.

The car went through a subtle 

transformation to become what later 

was referred to as the ?first iteration? 

of Sumaire (and began to earn the 

nickname my car has since became 

known by). It ended up with 18?x8.5? 

wheels, 245-wide Dunlop Direzza ZII 

tires, 400 horsepower through a 

Blouch XT-R turbocharger and an E85 

fuel open-source tune, polyurethane 

bushings in the suspension, a bit more 

aggressive alignment (more camber on 

the front and less in the rear than 

stock), 24mm anti-roll bars so that the 

slightly stiffer progressive-rate lowering 

springs were a soft-enough ride for 

comfort on the road but not 

compromised too badly in the corners, 

etc.. It became what I considered (at 

the time) to be the ultimate street car 

version of the Impreza STi. With its 

stock, relatively comfortable, 

untouched interior, and the Tanabe 

Medallion Touring cat-back, it was 

delightful to drive on the street? no 

drone, you could have a 

normal-volume conversation on the 

highway (though there was a bit of tire 

roar from the Direzzas), and it sounded 

just plain excellent when you got on it. 

To top it all off, thanks to an incident 

with debris falling all over the car and 

denting a lot of it while the roof 

shingles were being replaced on the 

garage (always check to see what 

previous home owners stored in the 

rafters), the vehicle received a full 

exterior restoration and a fresh coat of 

paint and heavy clear-bra work by 

Stuttgart Auto Body in Englewood, not 

far to the north of 3R Racing (or, 

rather, where they used to be before 

their recent move). This included some 

mild body modifications, namely a 

larger hood scoop, front lip, etc..

The result of all of this was, to me, the 

epitome of a well-behaved car in town 

that could eat up a mountain pass. 

However, just about all of that work 

went out the window when we decided 

to start seriously driving Sumaire in 

competition, after certain classing 

changes rendered the S2000-CR 

uncompetitive. So, during the winter 

events of 2013-2014, I suggested, ?Hey, 

dad, let?s just set the whole situation 

with the S2000 aside and drive 

Sumaire for an event or two. Just to get 

our minds off it.? He agreed. He 

became immediately smitten with the 

confidence-inspiring aspects of the 

all-wheel-drive system, though I have a 

feeling that the brute power that my 

car made at the time MAY have had 

just a litt le something to do with it, too! 

Thus began the process to build the STi 

into an SCCA Solo Street-Modified-class 

monster? one that eventually would 

be able to curb-stomp even the GT-R 

my friends and I often joked that my 

dad would get should this exact 

situation with the S2000-CR occur!
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I think to say that the process of 

building Sumaire was ?wild? would be 

an understatement. Fortunately for us, 

through our S2000-CR?s previous 

development, we were in a good 

relationship with 3R Racing (now 3R 

Performance), a local racing shop with 

excellent skill and considerable 

experience. If you?ve ever heard of the 

K-PAX Volvo S60Rs that won something 

like 22% of the races they entered back 

in the days of the Speed World 

Challenge GT Series, you?ve seen these 

guys and their work in action. 3R built 

those cars in-house from the 

ground-up and operated them at the 

track under the K-PAX name. Those 

were NOT factory racecars, and yet 

they were out there beating the likes of 

Corvette, Porsche, Viper, and plenty 

other big name factory sportscar 

racing teams on the regular. Long story 

short, 3R can make just about anything 

fast if you let them. I think it?s 

something of a point of pride that this 

was their first Subaru build, and they 

basically threw their entire book at 

it? at least in terms of what was 

class-legal for what it was built for. So, 

whenever I?m referring to ?we? 

regarding things done during this 

build, 3R is almost certainly involved in 

one way or another.

There?s only one upgraded 

performance part left from my original 

street build that I?m aware of; the billet 

aluminium engine pitch-stop/dogbone. 

This is something I strongly 

recommend to all Impreza owners to 

get, because it gets rid of a lot of the 

shifter movement when you?re getting 

on and off throttle, making gear 

changes more predictable. Basically 

everything else had to go, and for good 

reason. For a single example, the big 

anti-roll bars that I?d installed actually 

made the handling worse once we 

started trying to work with serious 

competition springs and dampers. In 

the end, we went from the big 

Whiteline 24mm anti-roll bars front 

and rear down to a custom cantilever 

16mm-diameter front bar made by 3R, 

combined with a 17mm stock rear bar 

graciously donated from a similar-year 

Subaru Forester!

For the oiling system, we at first 

attempted to run a wet sump (a 

conventional style oil pan for the 

engine). However, even with an 

overfilled, baffled-and-windage-tray 

equipped oil pan, it just didn?t matter. 

The lateral loads were just too much, 

and we were getting oil pressure dips 

like crazy mid-corner everywhere. 

Worse still, even when we weren?t 

overfilling it, we were literally ejecting 

up to half a quart of oil from the 
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engine through the PCV vents in the 

cylinder heads? PER LAP. And no, that?s 

not an exaggeration. We had a two-liter 

oil catch can, and it was overflowing 

out onto the splitter by halfway 

through an event, and we were literally 

cleaning the splitter of oil by the last 

couple of runs. It was insane. All of 

these issues went away when we 

finally bit the bullet and got ourselves a 

dry-sump system.

We have probably one of the most 

overbuilt cooling systems out there, 

short of relocating the radiator 

altogether. There are a total of six 

cooling fans for the engine bay. Two 

puller and two pusher fans for the 

radiator and intercooler assembly? the 

rear of which are actually bracketing 

the crank pulley, to give some idea of 

how tight everything is. All of that is 

assisted by a quad-nozzle water 

misting system that?s automatically 

triggered to spray in front of the 

intercooler by the Motec M130 

computer whenever there?s positive 

boost or more than 70% throttle input 

(using the factory STi intercooler 

sprayer system and water tank). In 

addition, there?s a separate fan for the 

engine oil cooler inside the driver?s 

side of the bumper cover (behind the 

fog lamp bezel). We ran into an issue of 

consistent alternator output drops 

starting about halfway through any 

given run. Fortunately, we were 

already running a big Group-Size 65 

AGM battery installed in the trunk to 

serve as a big fat voltage regulator for 

the Motec computer (it kept freaking 

out from the irregular voltage spikes 

resulting from running a litt le 

lightweight competition battery, so this 

big battery effectively serves as a 

voltage spike absorber to keep the 

computer calm). Eventually Dax Raub 

at 3R realized that because the factory 

aluminum hood had been reshaped to 

scoop air out from behind the radiator, 

it actually blocked all cooling airflow to 

the alternator. As a result, the 

alternator itself was being cooked 

beyond its functional operating 

temperature during competition runs. 

Dax had the clever idea of installing an 

air duct to it, with a remote control 

airplane drive motor (propulsion fan) 

to blast cool air at it. The amount of 

amperage we regained from that alone 

was something like twice or three 

times the amount that was consumed 

to run the powerful fan.

The suspension was something that we 

had to do twice, at least in terms of 

dampers. At first, we were running 

AST?s top of the line inverted dampers, 

and they were brilliant? right up until 

we installed the DRC Race Craft control 

arms. When we did that, we gained so 

much front grip in the corners that the 

car became a drift-mobile without 

changing anything else. Amusingly, the 

car was hanging its rear end out 

everywhere like a rally car, and it made 

for quite the giggle to drive. However, 

once the rear alignment was adjusted 

to gain a bit more rear-end grip to 

balance it all out, we apparently 

exceeded some sort of lateral force 

tolerance of the AST dampers, because 

suddenly we were having wild bucking 

on corner exit acceleration. When I say 

?wild bucking?, I mean multiple 

corner-workers reported seeing both 

front tires lift off the ground, then both 

rear tires lift off the ground, then back 

and forth for about three or four 

painful oscillations. Supposedly after 

the dampers were removed and sold 

to someone from AST who inspected 

them, there was no sign of internal 

damage, but the only cause we could 

figure out was that there had to be 

enough damper tube flex going on to 

allow for some kind of internal binding. 

Nobody involved understands how we 

didn?t break something in the driveline 

during this period!

We tried everything to make those AST 

dampers work, but eventually we gave 

up and switched over to KW?s V2 

Clubsport double-adjustable dampers. 

Without changing anything else in 

terms of setup, the violent and painful 

oscillations stopped altogether, and 

Sumaire handled better than ever 

before by a vast amount. As for our 

car, in the end, the guys at 3R 

managed to make Sumaire handle like 

a dream. (Shout out to Robert Thorne 

and Chris Mayfield!).
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Differentials proved to be an issue, and 

that was because we repeatedly kept 

shattering the OS Giken Superlock 

Custom differentials we were running 

front and rear. After breaking one front 

and two rear differentials in about as 

many years, we moved on to Modena 

Differentials, which were built for 

endurance racing. Admittedly, we?re 

still getting used to the more 

interesting/different handling 

characteristics of the Modena units; 

Sure, the Modena units were pricey, 

even compared to the OS Giken units, 

but after breaking OS Giken diffs over 

and over, even at a discount, we figure 

if we can actually have something 

reliable that won?t explode on us on 

the regular, paying more up front 

means paying less in the long run! I 

don?t want to sound like I?m just 

flat-out putting down OS Giken, 

because the handling and power 

application characteristics of the car 

were top-notch when we were using 

their differentials! However, beware 

their spider gears, because that 

appears to be OS Giken?s weak link. I 

learned later on down the grapevine 

that, apparently, if you run their 

differentials, you would be advised to 

take the time to order multiple sets of 

spider gears, cherry-pick the best set, 

and send the rest back. Each of our 

differential failures were because the 

spider gears let go on us. Frankly, were 

it not for this one issue, we?d probably 

still be happily running those 

differentials today!
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As for engine builders, this is arguably 

the most bizarre story of the lot. We 

went through an out of state 

performance engine builder originally, 

as it was recommended strongly to us 

by a local drag racer. While the engine 

performed remarkably well long 

enough to make impressive dyno 

numbers, it didn?t last. I learned later 

that the guys at 3R had even been 

constantly tweaking the engine 

mapping to try to chase the issue as 

the engine deteriorated internally, only 

partly aware of the growing internal 

issues.

After an incomplete season of use, the 

engine was disassembled and 

inspected, and what was found was 

almost comical. The bearings were all 

blued from massive overheating. This 

of course was partly because of the 

aforementioned mid-corner oil 

pressure dips due to the wet-sump 

oiling system; however, that was the 

only thing that could be forgiven in 

terms of external cause. It turned 

out that the cylinders were 

over-bored too far, and the sleeves 

used to reinforce the block were too 

thin and had managed to deform 

during use. The worst issue by far 

was the most egregious: Despite the 

engine block being delivered with a 

complete set of measurements 

supposedly taken during the build 

process, an installed piston was the 

wrong size. You can?t make this up! 

Clearly the spec sheet was just a 

copy-paste note, as it showed zero 

build anomalies. All season long, one 

of the pistons had actually been doing 

a gentle tap-dance on the cylinder 

head because it was wobbling so badly 

due to being undersized, also marring 

up the sleeve in that cylinder the whole 

time. The piston had impact marks at 

both ends of its top surface. It was 

fortunate it wasn?t severe enough to 

damage the cylinder head, but it was 

comical that this was somehow 

overlooked during the assembly 

process. And if you?re curious, no, no 

warranty coverage involved even 

though there was clearly builder error 

involved.

Fortunately, after that experience, we 

encountered ASF Machine. ASF is a 

local engine builder who knows how to 

make EJ engines work properly well. 

When told that we were looking to 

make around 600 horsepower reliably, 

the response was, ?Oh, so not that 

much power, then.? Needless to say, 

THAT set us off on the right foot. We 

were even able to salvage the billet 

stroker kit from the previous engine, 

and we have been continuing to use it. 

We?ve stuck with ASF Machine ever 

since, and they haven?t put a foot 

wrong. We?ve been rebuilding the 

engine block every other year or so as 

a precautionary measure, but every 

time it?s been taken apart, there?s been 

absolutely nothing wrong with it!
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On an amusing side-note, our 

customized OEM STi aluminum hood 

modified by 3R Racing apparently has 

become something of a trendsetter! A 

company called Marsh Composites 

now makes a beautiful near-replica of 

our hood out of carbon fiber among 

many, many other beautiful pieces. It?s 

slightly different in terms of the 

placement of the side vents, and the 

central vent doesn?t reach all the way 

down to the crank pulley like ours does 

(for maximum air extraction from the 

radiator), but it looks very pretty, and 

based on feedback from friendly racers 

using it, it apparently works quite well. 

This began a pattern of Marsh 

Composites creating similar-style 
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hoods for various other Subies. That?s 

kinda cool, and if our one-off original 

hood ever gets damaged beyond 

repair, we know who to go to for a 

replacement! 

As for the rest of the aero, 3R made the 

beefy front splitter, while Zebulon MSC 

and 3R teamed up to make a 

GORGEOUS rear wing that?s designed 

to look at least broadly similar to the 

shape of the WRC wing when looking 

at it from the side, with beautiful 

endplate-based mounting.

The serious competition build started 

in 2014, finally reaching its current 

form at the end of 2019 after a 

complete driveline rebuild by ZF 

Design following OS Giken differential 

failure number three. This was all in 

preparation for the 2020 season, just 

in time for Covid-19 to bring everything 

to a grinding halt. To be fair, though 

the global pandemic was horrible, it 

was kind of fortunate timing; I was 

getting burned out on racing and cars 

in general, so taking almost two years 

off was good for me in that regard. It 

also allowed me to have time to finish 

other unrelated but very important 

and involved personal projects.

I would say that Sumaire is likely to 

remain a work in progress for as long 

as I own it. Nearly constant refinement 

and development for the purpose of 

reliability is forever the goal, though 

we?re pretty happy with where it is. 

After the aforementioned two years 

off, my dad and I have definitely fallen 

behind in terms of driver capability 

(not gonna lie, we?ve gotten a bit rusty), 

and even before then, this car was 

capable of being much faster than we 

were as drivers, so we?re back to 

enjoying the experience of learning it 

as we go.

Special thanks again goes out to the 

guys at 3R Performance for making 

Sumaire the beast she is today!

@sum aire_st i

3R Racing

https://www.instagram.com/sumaire_sti/
https://3rauto.com/
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121.700 

Its hard to pinpoint exactly when Memphis' work wandered into my Instagram 
feed, but I distinctly sitting at the Pierogi Factory on a warm August day with 
several of my friends from the car scene, and the topic of discussion came up... 
"Does anyone know this 121.700 guy? His pictures are amazing." This introduced 
an air of mystery; an instagram account of an airport radio frequency with an 
incredible portfolio. An interesting combination, to say the least.

With striking images of aircraft and automobiles, local photographer Memphis 
Larson has captured the attention of many Colorado vehicular enthusiasts, 
including myself. When we were picking a local artist for our third issue, I had no 
doubt in my mind that I wanted to get in touch with Memphis, both to showcase 
his work, and to let us know a bit more about what he does. Please enjoy some of 
his best work while he shares a bit about himself and his process with us!

Exploring Aerial and Automotive Photography 
with Memphis Larson

Story: Brendan Garst Photography: Memphis Larson, @121.700
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SHIFT: So... lets start with your Instagram handle. Thats assuredly a radio frequency for an airport, 
right?

Memphis: Yes, it is the frequency for ground control at the Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport.

SHIFT: Well, now that I have earned my Pulitzer for investigative journalism, can you tell me about 
yourself? Who are you, what do you do?

Memphis: I am Memphis Larson, and I am perhaps best defined as a photographer. I am a full time 
student, going out of state later this year for college, although I will be sticking around Colorado when I 
am off. While there currently is an immense amount of other photographers elsewhere, I just try and 
focus on doing my own things, and hope that I come across as unique with my own styles and results.

 



Issue 3 | Winter 2023 51

SHIFT|COLORADO

///



Issue 3 | Winter 2023 52

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

Did you know?
This is SOFIA; SOFIA may look like a run of the mill passenger airliner, but this is probably one of the coolest 747s in existsnce; a one-of-one special edition of a one-of-45 
special edition of the Iconic 747 aircraft. SOFIA is based on a Boeing 747 SP (Special Performance), a shortened 747 to reduce weight and improve performance allowing 
better access to fields with shorter runways and extended range over its full size brother, and began its career as a clipper for Pan American Airways in 1977. NASA 
Purchased this 747SP in 1997 and fitted it with an enormous telescope, creating the Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy, or SOFIA! SOFIA's flight career ended 
in 2022, and is now on display at the PIMA Air and Space Museum in Tucson, AZ.
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SHIFT: How did you get your start in aviation photography?

Memphis: Basically around 2016, I had picked up a Canon Vixia camcorder and moved next to an airport, and one thing 
sort of met the next I suppose. I joined a few Facebook groups and made a bunch friends in the community, and it?s all been 
going from there. I started automotive things a bit later, as the subjects are similar in terms of shooting but I?ve found less 
opportunity. I?ve always been fascinated by Motorsport, particularly rally.,

SHIFT: You've taken some amazing photos of some pretty iconic stuff; what is your process for finding a location to 
shoot?

Memphis: First, I load up google earth and sort of familiarize myself with the roads and what is publicly accessible, as a 
lot of what I do is particularly sensitive. After getting some ideas, I reach out to other people who I either know or don?t 
know that have experience in the area and get their input, as often the reality of a place is much different than it feels on a 
virtual map. Distances and things are all weird in terms of what they actually look like through a lens. From there, it just 
comes down to going there and adjusting myself where is best fit. I try to be an hour early for everything, and often pace 
literal miles trying to find the angle I think will work best for something that is often unpredictable.

Did you know?
This is SOFIA; SOFIA may look like a run of the mill passenger airliner, but this is probably one of the coolest 747s in existsnce; a one-of-one special edition of a one-of-45 
special edition of the Iconic 747 aircraft. SOFIA is based on a Boeing 747 SP (Special Performance), a shortened 747 to reduce weight and improve performance allowing 
better access to fields with shorter runways and extended range over its full size brother, and began its career as a clipper for Pan American Airways in 1977. NASA 
Purchased this 747SP in 1997 and fitted it with an enormous telescope, creating the Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy, or SOFIA! SOFIA's flight career ended 
in 2022, and is now on display at the PIMA Air and Space Museum in Tucson, AZ.
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SHIFT: A lot of your work on the aviation side looks like you're at the same altitude as the aircraft; are these all shot from the ground or are 
you a magician?

Memphis: Everything I?ve done as of now has been shot from the ground. We are lucky in Colorado to have the opportunity to have 
mountains that can fill in a background for something that is in the air, but even without those, I try really hard to get as close as I can to the 
aircraft to try and capture the more personal details, such as the pilot.

SHIFT: What is your favorite car-based event in Colorado?

Memphis: Generally it has been smaller miscellaneous meets, particularly one called the ?Spill the Tea meet? which typically has been held 
at a boba shop in Northglenn. The cars are good, and there?s always good people there as well. I never stress when I am there.
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Hopefully you have enjoyed this dive into the fantastic  work of another of 
Colorado's many local talents!

For more of Memphis' work, follow him @121.700, and if you see him at a meet, 
make sure to tell him hello!

@121.700

https://www.instagram.com/121.700/?hl=en
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In the fall issue of SHIFT, we explored 

what it was like to enter the world of 

High Performance Driving Events, 

(?HPDE?); a chance to take your car to a 

track and truly learn how to drive it 

quickly (and safely) around the course. 

Its easily one of the most rewarding 

things an enthusiast can do to spend a 

day learning how to drive their car fast.

The other side of the same coin we 

explored is?  HPDEs take alot of work 

and prep on the front end. Like most 

truly transcendental experiences, you 

get out what you put in; the day you 

have at an HPDE event is all about the 

preparations you make to ensure you 

and your car are ready to be your best 

selves come the day of the driving 

event.

While we covered some of the nuts 

and bolts of how to prep at a very high 

level, what better way is there but to 

learn from the folks who have done 

this before? Robin Dillon, HPDE Chair 

for Porsche Club, Alpine Mountain 

Region is out to offer just that in 

hosting the AMR?s HPDE 101 course on 

March 11, 2023 at Porsche Colorado 

Springs.

The course will offer many things, from 

providing perspective on the function, 

fundamentals and goals of an HPDE 

event, what to expect from an HPDE as 

a driver, and most importantly, how to 

prepare yourself and your car for time 

on and off of the track. Additional 

topics will include how to register, tech 

inspections and even opportunities to 

volunteer. This event will offer both 

instruction and a panel discussion, 

with the panel comprised of current 

drivers from novice through 

experienced, and even instructors, to 

share stories and answer questions. 

The best part is that this event is not 

only free, it actually pays to attend. 

Story : Brendan Garst, Robin Dillon  Photography: David Kaley Photography
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Any first time registrant to HPDE 101 

that goes on to participate in their first 

HPDE with Porsche Club Alpine 

Mountain Region will receive $50 off of 

that registration. 

Driver education is so important; 

thinking back to my own first outing at 

an HPDE in 2021, I wish a primer event 

like this had existed, as I arrived at the 

track in a ball of nerves wondering 

what to expect. Per Robin, ?Most 

people never get the opportunity to 

experience, firsthand, the true 

potential of their Porsche. Taking that 

same ?daily driver? to the track allows 

you to see just what these cars are 

actually capable of.?

As mentioned above, there is no 

charge to attend, but registration is 

required via the motorsports 

registration website here. The event 

will be held at Porsche Colorado 

Springs, 917 Motor City Drive, 

Colorado Springs, Colorado on March 

11, 2023 at 9:00 AM.

Porsche Club Alpine Mountain Region 

has a tremendous schedule coming up 

for 2023 with several great events on 

their calendar, be sure to check them 

out at www.amrporsche.com!

Sponsored Content Notice: This article 

was an editorial article sponsored by 

Porsche Club: Alpine Mountain Region. 

We work together with car-oriented host 

organizations to highlight interesting car 

related  events in advance of them 

coming out!

Porsche Club Alpine Mount ain Region HPDE Dat es 2023:
We are fortunate here in Southern Colorado to have access to a variety of tracks suitable for High Performance Driver Education 
(HPDE). This allows our drivers to experience a wide range of skill sets and destinations. From the low-altitude, 7-turn flats of La 
Junta Raceway to 10-turn Pueblo Motorsports Park and the "roval" and challenging infield portion of Pikes Peak International 
Raceway - there is something for everyone! Porsche HPDE track weekends are focused on developing safe and competent drivers. It 
is not racing! Drivers are placed in run groups that match their skill level as well as the capabilit ies of their cars. Our dedicated 
instructor corps are required for novices and are available for coaching with more experienced drivers. Don't drive a Porsche? Not a 
Porsche Club member? We gladly accept all drivers and all track-worthy cars (sorry, no non-German SUVs or trucks). Please see our 
website for tech information and other details about our track weekends!

March 11 - DE 101 "what  t o expect  when you go t o t he t rack"   - An interactive panel of drivers of various skills and experience 
share what you need to know before, during and after an HPDE. What to expect from yourself and your car. Free to attend!

Apr il 15-16 La Junt a Raceway - HPDE Season opener at Colorado's best kept secret track! 1.7 miles, most historic track in the state!

May 6-7 Pikes Peak Int ernat ional Raceway - HPDE #2 At Colorado Springs' hometown track! Stay tuned for some fun surprises!

June 3-4 Pueblo Mot orspor t s Park  - HPDE #3 Only getting better under new management! Love the 10 turns and elevation change.

Sept em ber  23-24 La Junt a Raceway - HPDE #4, La Junta's revenge!

Oct ober  14-15 Pueblo Mot orspor t s Park   - HPDE Season Finale! Always a fun one as the weather starts to change, don't miss it!

Porsche Club Alpine Mountain 
Region

http://www.amrporsche.com
https://amrporsche.com/
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For the past ten years, I've constantly 
pursued the concept of the 
automobile; I've worked everywhere 
from an outdoor two-stroke go-kart 
track, to my current spot at Farland 
Classic Restoration. I worked at 
collision shops, wrap and detail shops, 
mechanical turn-and-burns, and even 
that litt le car race down at Pikes Peak. 
Working at a restoration shop often 
has me looking back in time to 
appreciate what went into building 
iconic classic cars.

Since I can remember, I've always liked 

art. From Picassos' grandiose works 

like 'Guernica' to Warhol's ?Campbell's 

Soup?, it 's hard not to see the same 

passion within a canvas. Looking at the 

hours or years spent on a singular 

pursuit truly spoke to a 7-year-old me, 

sitting in art class. Soon, I came across 

Ferris Bueller 's Day Off. Between the 

scene of Cameron staring down 

Seurat 's 'Sunday Afternoon on the 

Island of La Grande Jatte' and the 

theme of '2001: A Space Odyssey' 

playing as parking garage attendants 

go airborne in a fake Ferrari; I knew 

cars and art were connected. 

At collision shops, insurance is king. 

Labor hours are built around the 

bottom line and what is 'commercially 

adequate.' These shops work to move 

cars quickly and efficiently. By 

comparison, in a Concours-level 

restoration shop, the work itself is an 

art form. Metal masters and 

carburetor conquerors with 50+ years 

of experience use original or 

new-old-stock parts to help save the 

lives of cars that might otherwise be 

forgotten. The smallest details, like 

door chimes and power antennas, 

become as important as the smooth 

idle of an engine.

Having the chance to document this 

process at Farland is incredibly 

rewarding. For instance, I'll walk into 

the shop and our interior master will 

ask me to film him working with 

leather, adhesives, and factory-style 

vinyl. He recently showed me a 

process for leather "skiving"; taking 

long strips of tobacco brown leather 

against a rotating belt sander, his 

weathered hands guiding the leather 

strips, keeping tension but moving 

quickly enough not to heat or damage 

A r t is t r y
RES TORA TION

IN

Story and Photography: Pat Curtin
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the leather. Other times the painter 

will show me sanding or masking 

techniques. Maybe our mechanical 

guru is working on a Mercedes-Benz 

280SL timing issue and he needs me to 

hold the flashlight. I may not be 

producing the artistry here at the 

shop, but I am lucky to document and 

share it with those outside our doors.

That said, there's also truthfulness and 

honesty needed to keep a restoration 

shop in business. Let 's say you'd like to 

have your car restored. For the sake of 

discussion, it 's an early 1980s 

Mercedes Benz 560SL. It hasn't run in 

a few years, the odometer isn't 

accurate and it has been sitting in a 
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garage. When you parked the car, 

there might 've been a bit of rust 

beginning in the rocker panels and the 

trunk. You bring it to the shop for a 

consultation on restoration. Within a 

few minutes our team will look the car 

over, consider common issues and 

look at the car 's previous life. We'll 

consider the rust, the originality of the 

paint, mechanical prowess, and every 

litt le accessory. 

You can see where this is going. In 

short, we'll often look at a beloved 

family car and come back with: "sell 

this and buy the best one you can 

find.? It can be tough to tell a customer 

their longtime family vehicle isn't 
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worth restoring. Still, it saves them 

from overpaying now and getting less 

on their return later. It also saves our 

technicians plenty of hours beating 

metal, reworking body lines, and block 

sanding an entire car to prep for paint. 

There are always outliers; we recently 

restored a 50-year-owned Hudson 

Hornet and we?re working on a 

single-family owned Porsche 356A 

Convertible D restoration currently. 

Restoration work is a beast all its 

own and in many circumstances, the 

price of a restoration will cost more 

than the best example currently on 

the planet. The mindset in 

restoration is a bit backward when 

compared to most collision shops. 

But the more I'm around 

restorations, the more that I see the 

art and the detail-oriented focus that 

every technician under our roof 

carries with them every day. Our 

metal master may be an All-American 

Mopar man, but he likes working the 

swooping hand-fabricated metal of a 

60s Ferrari because, in his eyes, it 

isn't a car. 

It  is ar t .

Listen to Pat on Spotify!

@patscurtins

Pat Curtin

https://open.spotify.com/episode/5anffRWbfaZ4lsPBUMDrZZ
https://www.instagram.com/patscurtins/
https://www.facebook.com/pat.curtin.73
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What a journey this build has been!  It?s 

been a roller coaster of emotions with 

the expected ups and downs of some 

of the original build steps being sour, 

to now being in the hands of 

Missileworks, and everything from that 

point forward; raising the gold 

standard of what I wanted this build to 

originally be.

I originally purchased this car back in 

2013 and had owned another SC300 a 

few years prior to picking up this one.  

It was initially bone stock with a pretty 

beat up chassis and came with a 

no-name body kit and some HIDs.  

Back then, my expectation for a build 

was simply to pick up a JZZ30 for 

cheap, and then I?d have it all stripped 

down and properly built.  Looking 

back, I would have loved to have 

picked up a much cleaner and stock 

chassis and have that as a starting 

point (I?m sure Missileworks agrees 

with me 100%).  I immediately pulled 

the stock 2JZ-GE from the chassis, and 

had already purchased some rods, 

pistons,  intake, and exhaust manifold 

in the hopes I?d have the block 

refreshed and put back together, ready 

to handle some serious boost.  Then I 

pulled the trigger on a 1JZGTE VVTi 

motor thinking that this would be the 

much better route to go.  I picked up a 

5 speed R154 from an MK3 Supra that 

was being parted out and got rid of the 

auto transmission that was in the 

SC300.

At this point, I had some major 

professional career changes that took 

place, and I put the project on hold 

and ended up relocating and taking 

the chassis with me.  I took the car to a 

new shop and had them swap in a 

2JZGTE VVTi motor in-combo with the 

R154, but there were TONS of issues 

with the quality of work that they had 

done.  For example, the motor wasn?t 

bolted down to the chassis (mounts 

were missing the nuts), exhaust had 

been smashed to make fitment work, 

etc. etc.

From there, Brandon at Missileworks 

had reached out to me as he had seen 

some of my posts and saw the 

frustrations I?d experienced.  We were 

great friends already, and had 

originally met years ago at our local 

SCCA autocross events at the now 

non-existent Qualcomm stadium (RIP).  

I remember watching his Nissan 

hardbody being built, and specifically 

remember thinking that I would love to 

have someone with his skills and 

abilit ies run a shop that I could take 

my car to and have them finish the 

build properly.

That?s when Brandon hit me up and 

told me that I should send the car up 

to him (in Golden, CO), have him 

Story: Travis Pit t m an  Photos: Daniel Colom bo

Travis Pittman's

LEXUS SC300
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breakdown and refresh this build.  

That?s when the fun really started ? 

with all of the issues that Brandon 

found initially with the car, we were 

almost to the point of just getting rid 

of the chassis and pulling the trigger 

on another.  But he didn?t give up on 

the car or the build, which I?m so 

thankful for.  He had compiled an 

entire whiteboard full of items that 

needed to be taken off, repaired, or 

removed completely.  It was a list that I 

cringed at every time I saw it..

It 's been an eye-opening experience to 

watch Brandon's extreme attention to 

detail with every aspect of the build.  

He re-did the cage a few times until it 

met his gold standard.  He customized 

parts that were already custom made, 

un-did much of the previous work and 

did it the right way.  Visually, the car is 

one of the most attractive and 

appealing builds I?ve ever laid my eyes 

on.  You can clearly see the amount of 

R&D, work, quality, and effort that has 

gone into it.  Even when I recently flew 

out to spend a day at the track and get 

some initial seat time on the build, 

there were zero issues with the car, 

and it performed flawlessly (minus 

some E85 splashing outside of the 

tank due to the existence of a charcoal 

canister).

I?d say that the highlights of this build 

are the cage and body work/paint, 

along with the drivetrain fabrication, 

and of course the drivetrain setup 

itself.  Even with the massive SSR GT3s 

in the rear, it still has no issues 

breaking traction at 3K RPMs in any 

gear.  As far as future plans go, a dog 

box will be in the works, but I can?t 

think of too many more ways that I?d 

like to change this car?s setup.  It?s 

been a wild ride, but, man, has it met 

and exceeded all my expectations.  

Now I want nothing more than to 

spend my weekends cruising around 

San Diego and getting a lot more drift 

time under my belt, and really learn to 

find the sweet spot on this build.

Daniel Colombo

Missileworks

Travis Pittman 

https://www.instagram.com/_pushthelimits/
http://www.missileworksllc.com/
https://www.instagram.com/2jayzeeftw/
https://www.instagram.com/2jayzeeftw/
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Lets face it; it can be tough to enjoy 

our winters here from a car context. 

On December 22, 2022, the Denver 

area registered a temperature of -24 

degrees, the second coldest day ever 

recorded in the City?s history dating 

back to the prior century. Coupled with 

massive snowfalls, the low 

temperatures have either been 

canceling or delaying car events and 

making car stuff generally unpalatable 

since early December. Said another 

way, seasonal affectation disorder has 

its snowbird home here.

As we look forward to a future of 

brighter winters (literally; the Senate 

passed the Sunshine Protection Act, 

which means 2022 is the last year 

Colorado clocks will ?fall back? yielding a 

4:30PM twilight on certain days. Good 

Riddance standard time; no one will miss 

you.) the Colorado auto enthusiast 

needs to broaden their horizons on 

finding enjoyable things to do. Enter 

arrive-and-drive indoor karting.

It works exactly how it sounds; You 

arrive at one of a number of facilit ies 

(Podium Karting or K1 in Denver, 

Overdrive raceway in Colorado 

Springs). They provide you a helmet, a 

baseline of training and set you loose 

in karts capable of up to 45 MPH, 

typically providing a timing and scoring 

sheet at the end of each heat for the 

competitive/obsessive among us.

As a growing magazine, we wanted to 

interact with our readers, as well as get 

out and do something car-related and 

enjoyable. As such, we set off on a 

mission to get an event on the 

calendar for the denizens of the 

Colorado Car Community. We chose to 

target Podium, which is unique in 

offering gas powered karts indoors, 

located in an ex-Toyota dealership in 

North Denver, which was conveniently 

holding an All You Can Race (?AYCR?) 

event on February 7, 2022, and got to 

work inviting everyone we know. The 

Colorado Cars and Coffee team 

welcomes a bit of healthy competition, 

and invited the leadership of the 

Denver Auto Enthusiasts and SLUSH 

communities to attend (and extend the 

invite to their groups as well), as well 

as SHIFT Sponsor Dave Lowry, 

Colorado?s Allstate and Hagerty guru. 

The event was shaping up to be 

massive, as the 50 seats available for 

the AYCR quickly sold out between the 

ARRIVE AND DRIVE 
KARTINGA l o w ef f o r t  wint er  co mpet it io n  

At  Po dium Kar t ing

Story: Brendan Garst Photography: Chris Colten, Brendan Garst
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referrals from all of the groups.

So What 's it  l ike t o dr ive an All You 

Can Race at  Podium ?

The AYCR format at Podium is a hidden 

gem. For a one time fee, you can come 

in and race as much as you can fit in in 

the 4-hour window. It isn?t truly ?all you 

can race? per the naming convention, 

but you do wind up doing 7-8 races in 

a 4 hour span, and are generally priced 

in the $60-$80 range, which when 

compared with Podium?s door rate to 

show up and drive, represents a good 

savings.

Upon arrival, first time racers need to 

register to create a profile, and will be 

required to purchase a $10 annual 

?license?, which is effectively an 

equipment fee covering your headsock 

and your use of the facility?s helmets. 

Your own closed-face helmets are 

typically allowed, but must fully 

enclose your eyes and face (no-open 

faced car helmets). The license also 

gets you a free race on your birthday, 

so if you take advantage of that, it?s a 

net positive. If there is anyone you 

want to be grouped with at an AYCR 

event, it is critical to show up and 

register together, and on-time but 

preferably early. Coordinating the 

?heats'' that people run in is a big job 
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for the staff at Podium without 

requests to race together, and if 

you ask to change heats to be with 

friends, it is fairly challenging for 

them to do so once the heats are 

set, as they need to try to keep all 

heats full for logistical reasons. 

They will also present you with 

heat slips for your first two races.

Once you have registered, first 

timers and anyone willing or 

interested in a refresher are 

ushered into an amphitheater in 

the lobby, where they undergo 

training on the flags in use at the 

facility, consequences for not 

obeying them, what to expect 

when racing, and the author?s 

continual favorite part, a hilarious 

video of someone augering their 

kart into a tire wall at what looks 

like approximately mach 2 (RIP to 

that gokart).

Heats are announced in the social 

area upstairs, which includes 

ample seating, and is serviced by 

what turns out to be a pretty good 

restaurant for a go-kart track, 

offering a selection of snack-bar 

snacks, entrees, treats and 

non-alcoholic beverages for Kart 

participants. A full bar is also 

available for non-participants and 

folks who are done racing (your 

wristband is surrendered when 

you order an alcoholic beverage). 

A water tap and cups are available 

free of charge. Lockers are also 

provided free of charge, and I 

highly suggest using them to 

secure your valuables. The only 

thing I keep on me is my helmet, a 

credit card and my phone in my 

pocket if my pants fit t ightly 

enough that I am confident it won?t 

leave me. You do generate 

significant forces racing, and I have 

had friends come with me who 

have lost their phones on the 

track.

Heats are called over the 

loudspeaker in the social area. 

When they call your heat, it?s good 

etiquette to the track staff to show 

up to the staging area quickly, with 

your gear on. Track staff check 

your helmet strap and your 

wristband before seating you in a 

kart.

You may be surprised to learn 

there are some car setup concepts 

you can apply to your kart at 

Podium, namely weight 

distribution. The seats on the karts 

at Podium are adjustable, and 

pedals have built in extenders that 

can be used to move where you 

park your bulk within the confines 

of the kart. The further forward 

you are, the more weight is 

distributed to the turning wheels 

of the kart, and turn in is sharper. 

Conversely, if you move to the 

back, you park more weight over 

the rear axle of the kart, and the 

kart is more stable through turns 

and tends to hold momentum 

better. This scratches the surface 

of a vast rabbit hole you can go 

down on ways you can throw your 

weight around to make the kart 

perform differently including 

shifting weight in turns, ?hopping? 

in your seat to help the motor 

spool faster, and all kinds of other 

things with endless theories 

available on the internet. 

Experiment to find what works 

best for you and above all make 

sure you are comfortable and your 

belts are well adjusted.

Heats are 10 racers or less, but 

generally as previously mentioned, 

logistically easiest for the folks 
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running the course when they are full, 

and last 7 minutes. Heats are scored 

based on fast times, not by position. 

The course is roughly one quarter of a 

mile, and offers a mix of fast turns, 

three 180 degree hairpins, and 

straights to get the kart opened up. A 

quick lap time at Podium is in the 32 

second range, a fast lap time is in the 

30 second range, and league racers are 

generally not competitive unless their 

times start with a 29. It?s imperative to 

focus on getting clean laps without 

traffic to get a good lap time if you are 

competitive!

Common sense is the order of the day, 

and facility staff are generally good 

about flagging to maintain the conduct 

of the race and give everyone the best 

shot at having a great time. Flags range 

to those with well understood 

meanings (green: go, yellow: caution, 

there is likely a broken or stuck kart on 

track with a track worker trying to 

safely assist them, red: stop in place, 

something intense is happening, white: 

last lap, and checkered: the race is 

over, pull into the pits.) In addition, 

there is the black flag, which indicates 

unacceptable behavior, and can come 

with either power cuts or removal 

from the race and track altogether.  

Black flags are rare if you are not a 

jerk, and typically stem from too much 

unintentional contact. 

The flag least understood by the 

general populace is the blue and 

yellow flag, which indicates that there 

is a race going on t hat  you are not  a 

par t  of . Someone with a noticeably 

faster pace than you is behind you, 

and you need to safely allow a pass. 

Either through ignorance, or the 

damage to egos, the blue flag is 

typically ignored, which can be pretty 

frustrating for a fast driver getting 

their ability to set good times ruined 

by a 14-year-old who refuses to believe 

anyone is faster than them?  in the 

world. DON?T BE THIS PERSON. Lift off 

throttle for two seconds, get off line 

and give the person behind you a 

point by. If you really think you?re 

faster than them, prove it. Pass them 

again. The blue flag does often come 

out when there is good racing going 

on, but it begs to be understood that 

the flaggers here have to attempt to 

keep everybody happy and generally 

are working with a mix of skill levels in 

public karting sessions, and make their 
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calls as such. This flag is made to keep 

the race enjoyable for everyone, but 

also for safety. As people behind a 

slow kart become more and more 

frustrated, the chances for an 

irresponsible ?red mist? pass or contact 

increase significantly, which comes 

with risks to racer safety. If  you cat ch 

a blue f lag, have som e class, get  

over  yourself , and yield.

Getting off of my soapbox, let?s talk 

about the hardware. Podium uses 

Bizkart NG1 karts featuring 200cc 

Honda engines, which are a joy to 

drive. I will admit to a certain level of 

bias to the gas based karts; I have kept 

my results since I initially started 

frequenting Unser racing in 2012 (This 

track started as Podium, rebranded to 

Unser Racing, and has since returned 

to Podium Karting and Events) and 

have more than 300 heat result sheets 

in my binder over the years. The karts 

are fast enough to take advantage of 

Podium?s several straightaways, with 

enough power to break traction in 

corners and offer a driving experience 

equivalent to a low-to-mid powered 

rear-wheel-drive car, allowing you to 

practice things like throttle control, 

cornering, and momentum 

management.

Variability in equipment is the racing 

driver?s best friend and favorite 

excuse. Unser/Podium hosted their 

first event with the Bizkart fleet on 

April 29, 2017, and the karts have been 

going strong since, replacing a fleet of 

Sodi karts that had become long in the 

tooth. These karts are an imperative to 

keep running well, as they are the 

lifeblood of the business. Podium 

generally does a good job keeping the 

karts up and maintained, however 

expect some variability in power 

output and braking performance. If a 

kart doesn?t work properly, Podium 

has a mechanism to allow you to come 

in and switch karts mid-heat if the kart 

isn?t working properly (which is briefed 

during the new driver welcome). 
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After a heat ends, racers are ushered 

from their karts back to the social 

room, where timesheets await with 

your results and a slip indicating your 

next heat number. Rinse and repeat 

this until the event is over and the 

track officials stop issuing tickets. 

The Event

We showed up around 5:30 on 

Tuesday February 7, ready to mix 

things up between the admins of 

Colorado Cars and Coffee, Denver 

Auto Enthusiasts, and SLUSH. The 

parking lot was full of interesting 

vehicles indicative of the folks who 

signed up to drive tonight; an E30 

BMW, a Kei Van, Multiple F-150 

Raptors, Subarus, a C6 Corvette, truly 

the works and representative of the 

diversity of the crowd that night.

We walked into the lobby and 

registered ourselves to whatever heat 

we could get into, with not many of us 

opting to try to play favorites to get 

into eachother?s heats. We got started 

on time and without much fanfare.

The karts were running well tonight, 

with people knocking down early fast 

times. I was feeling pretty confident in 

myself with a 30.6 to my name, until 



Issue 3 | Winter 2023 72

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

Nick from DAE shattered that 

confidence with a truly blistering 29.9, 

easily winning ?Fastest Colorado Social 

Media Group? for Denver Auto 

Enthusiasts. Phillip from SLUSH was 

also not far off with a very low 31 

second lap.

Here he is, the Champion of February 

7, Nick Lyle (below, right)! While we 

were having fun driving, the Staff did a 

great job taking care of us, and a good 

time appeared to be had by all. Steve 

of course held down the fort, offering 

hot wheels for attendees to take home 

for their kids, a long-standing Colorado 

Cars and Coffee tradition. You may be 

fast, DAE, but we got the goods.

To Sum m ar ize:

While it?s not the cheapest thing in the 

world, arrive and drive karting offers a 

chance to get some driving adrenaline 

during times of the year we 

otherwise wouldn't. Podium 

offers a great clean venue 

with generally well 

maintained equipment, 

access to food and beverage, 

and even offers accessible 

options through certain of 

their karts that are kitted 

with hand controls.

The event was a blast, and 

we got to meet and interact 

with so many interesting 

folks from our community, 

before going out on the track and 

laying down some laps with them. It 's 

so much fun to come back in from a 

heat and to look at your time-sheet 

among friends, and ask how others 

execute a certain corner, or laugh off 

unintentional contact. Arrive and drive 

karting provides a great outlet for 

some of that pent up car-enthusiast 

energy during the winter months and 

beyond!

Podium Karting and Events

Podium Karting & Events Denver

Check out this onboard video 
from our last heat!

Denver  Auto Enthusiasts SLUSH

https://podiumkarting.com/?utm_term=podium%20karting&utm_campaign=%2A%2ALP%20Branded%20%28Rebuild%29&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_tgt=kwd-1600333990781&hsa_grp=131073853863&hsa_src=g&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_mt=e&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=575886015016&hsa_acc=9232271528&hsa_kw=podium%20karting&hsa_cam=15459712729&gclid=CjwKCAiA3KefBhByEiwAi2LDHPDmdSaVM05FVCDvThW3aVMO32CLNtaukk-y8EaKBxKsVhFY6_hrJRoCLw0QAvD_BwEhttps://www.morganadamsconcours.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PodiumKartingAndEvents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL1tKN-rbNA
https://www.facebook.com/PodiumKartingAndEvents
https://www.facebook.com/PodiumKartingAndEvents
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https://hotrodrock.com/
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I was losing my bearings 
the very first time I visited 
the Buffs Racing shop. 
Tucked away behind a 
church in suburban 
Longmont lies a humble 
garage full of passion and 
big dreamers. The shop is 
litt le more than a 
corrugated steel shed, but 
it has been the home of CU 
Boulder?s club racing team 
since 2016. Major, established car 
companies like McLaren have become 
well known for the glistening, 
white-tiled, spotless factories every 
one of their vehicles is produced in. 
Even Nissan assembles sports car 
engines in ?hermetically sealed 
laboratories.? What does that mean? 
I?m not sure. But I can assume the lab 
is not outfitted with wooden 
workbenches and a mobile space 
heater. This, to a point, is the 
difference between the 
top-performing Formula SAE teams 
and our fierce CU home team.

We love underdog stories?  David and 
Goliath, Rudy, and even Susan Boyle 
belting out opera tunes. It?s a tale as 
old as time, especially in the world of 
motorsports. Car racing has always 
been a locale of playboy-millionaire 
one-upmanship where private jets and 
blacked-out helicopters are just part of 
the game. Where then, do a few 
dedicated college students crowded 
around a lathe in a gusty garage in 
Colorado fit in? How do these scrappy, 
young minds plan to compete with 
top-level, international programs? In a 
time where new technological 
discoveries seem to be made every 
day, Buffs Racing is pushing hard to 

keep up with the Jones?.
Each year, the Society of American 
Engineers (SAE) hosts a collegiate 
racing championship called Formula 
SAE that challenges students to design, 
build, and race a competitive car. The 
championship focuses heavily on the 
design process, and it is possible for 
teams to finish well even if they have 
issues on the track. Formula SAE is 
made to introduce, train, and expose 
the next generation of engineers to the 
automotive and aerospace fields of 
profession.

During their construction and testing 
phase, I spoke with Josh Hansen (VP), 
Sam Morehead (Lead Powertrain 
Technician), and other team members 
about what it?s like to compete against 
some of the most well-funded 
programs in the country.

Sam Morehead, a graduate student of 
Chemistry, found his way to Buffs 
Racing in the early days of the 
pandemic. Sam came into the project 
with significant knowledge and 
expertise of chemistry, but had to keep 
an open mind as he realized there is so 
much more at play when building a 
top-tier race car. Machining solid metal 
parts, welding, and days? worth of 
calculations and computer simulations 

were all tools Sam had to 
learn to use as the team?s 
Lead Powertrain Engineer.

?A lot of people on the team 
do come at it from a love of 
cars and from watching 
Formula for years, but I feel 
like I am a litt le bit of the 
exception there,? Sam 
explains. ?I am a chemistry 

major in my undergrad, so I started 
from the molecular [level] ?  
combustion is one of the more 
interesting reactions and so I backed it 
up from there, which is kind of an 
unconventional way to get into racing.?

During setup of the team?s new engine, 
Sam was peering into the pixels on his 
laptop behind a plastic folding table. 
He was using live software to see 
real-time data on engine performance 
and efficiency, and make adjustments 
as necessary. It?s not the glamorous, 
professional setup we may see on 
television, but every team member 
does what they can to contribute to 
the team?s success. 

Josh Hansen, a mechanical engineering 
student, joined the team as a 
freshman in 2020. Now he has landed 
in the role of Vice-President of both 
Buffs Racing?s Formula SAE and 
ChampCar Endurance divisions. 

?I don?t know what I would be doing if I 
wasn?t a part of racing. I?ve always had 
an interest in cars. And, you know, any 
cars, airplanes, helicopters, that?s what 
I?m interested in,? Hansen said. ?So it 
was really great, freshman year, to be 
able to take that and say ?Wow, I?m 
going to start designing a race car.?

St ory/Phot os: Carter Bell
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In addition to his role as 
VP, Josh is also the team?s 
Chassis Lead. This means 
he is heavily involved in the 
initial design and 
construction of the frame 
and suspension 
components of the car. 
Beyond that, however, I 
saw both Josh and Sam 
assisting with tasks 
outside their respective 
areas of expertise. 
After all, the car is like 
the human body in the 
sense that everything is 
connected, one faulty 
link in the chain could 
cause problems to 
arise in a totally 
unexpected area.

Buffs Racing?s ambition 
is obvious. Members 
collaborate to find and 
solve problems, then 
test their solutions to 
utilize the most 
effective option. The 
building process is 
strenuous, and each step 
requires time and 
resources to accomplish. 
The car improves in 
iterations as the Buffs 
must choose which tasks 
need attention first. One 
day while I was visiting 
the shop, Josh and 
several other team 
members were working 
on completing an entirely 
new braking system for 
the car. They needed to 
make a system that was 
strong, reliable, and capable of 
locking up all four wheels under full 
pressure. The process involved some 
trial and error, but after perfecting 
the bends in the tiny, steel hardlines 
they had an efficient, powerful 
braking system that was a 
tremendous upgrade from last year?s 
car.

The top-placing programs in the 
country have access to plenty of 
resources and usually have budgets in 
the six-figure range, some of the 
European teams are lucky enough to 
have budgets going up to seven 
figures. Not only does a larger budget 
grant the team access to high-end 
equipment like CNC machines and 
carbon fiber technology, but it can also 

make the process less 
demanding on team 
members.
?Working on a team with 
half the budget of a lot of 
the other teams, you HAVE 
to be creative. We have to 
make a lot of parts in 
house, even litt le stuff that 
other teams can buy ?  
we?re just sitting on the 
lathe making our own,? 

Hansen describes.

This year, the team?s 
biggest goal is to make 
it to competition with a 
fully functional car. The 
Buffs had a few hang 
ups in last year?s 
competition that 
prevented them from 
running the car in the 
time trial races, even 
though they scored well 
in the design portion of 
the competition. The 
team is working with 
what they have; trying 
to keep concepts 

simple and utilize ideas 
and components that 
have been proven to 
work well in the past. 
That is not to say, 
however, that they are 
not looking forward with 
optimism.

As the consumer car 
space is moving quickly 
towards electric power, 
EV motorsports are 
getting more recognition 
than ever before. Electric 
power is ideal for 

Formula SAE, too. Teams can get an 
immense amount of power and torque 
from such a compact package, that, in 
the pursuit of the quickest lap time, is 
impossible to ignore. 

?As an engine guy it does give me 
some feelings, there?s no more 
explosions happening inside the 
engine! It?s a sad goodbye, in a sense. 
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But if I back it out to the thing I liked in 
the first place, Chemistry, there is 
plenty of chemistry in the battery. But 
it is the future of where a lot of 
commercial vehicles are going,? Sam 
said.
Like many engineering and design 
projects, the change is going to take 
time. It is unlikely either Sam or Josh 
will see Buffs Racing compete with an 
electrically powered race car, but it is 
something they are already dedicating 
time to. It will be a considerable 
transition for the team to make, but it 
will allow them to jump much higher in 
the ranks and results of the FSAE 
competition.

The biggest challenge with the 
transition to EV will be the monetary 
aspect. The characteristics and 
dynamics of EV race cars are different 
than traditional, internal 
combustion-powered race cars. 
Everything from the tires and brakes to 
the body and aerodynamics will need 
to be reconsidered, and it will require 
an immense amount of support. 

?Building EV?s is a whole different ball 
game; you can?t just buy batteries and 
expect everything to work,? Hansen 
explains. ?You have to manufacture 
everything in house. I think we?re doing 
a really good job with the money that 
we have, and I?m hoping we can get a 
litt le bit more so we can do some more 
creative things.?

Making connections and establishing a 
position in the university?s community 
is equally as important for the team as 
building the cars. University events, 
collaboration with other clubs and 
teams, and being active on social 
media are ways Buffs Racing is 
spreading the word about what they 
do. The passion and effort the team 
shares is genuine, and they are always 
looking to grow what they have 
started.

?We?re always trying to put ourselves 
out there with the university, going to 
university events and showing people 
what we do,? Josh said. ?Getting out 
into public, showing people the high 
quality of what we do?  I think it?s 

pretty impressive and I think a lot of 
other people do, too.?

At this point in the year, the team is 
still very early on in the building 
process. The competition will be held 
in May at Michigan International 
Speedway, but that gives the Buffs 
plenty of time to work towards their 
goals. On a cold winter?s day of testing 
the team was able to prove the 
functionality of their new braking 
system as well as the fresh engine 
calibrations the car will receive this 
year. There is still lots of work to keep 
Josh, Sam, and the rest of the team 
busy until September. But with some 
hard work and creative thinking, Buffs 
Racing will definitely be coming in May.

We produced a video about Buffs 
Racing where you can hear directly 
from the team, below!

@curacingt eam

buf fsracing@colorado.edu

buf fsracing.com

Meet  t he t eam !

https://www.instagram.com/curacingteam/
https://www.instagram.com/idrivesomecars/
https://www.instagram.com/idrivesomecars/
mailto:buffsracing@colorado.edu
http://www.buffsracing.com
https://youtu.be/xGaHfaWAZrM
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I'll be the first to tell you, I'm not the 
nicest adult in the world to my cars. Yes, 
they feel like members of the family and 
all of the other weird equivalencies car 
people make about their beloved autos; I 
just often don't put much effort in how 
they look.

Part of it stems from the fact that if I 

have a car in my posession, I want it to 
be a driver. I make a solid effort to drive 
everything I have, regularly, all of the 
time, leading to situations like the above, 
where my 1991 Skyline GT-R went out 
and played in the winter slush, mag 
chloride, and road filth that tends to 
loosen up when it snows. 

I also use my cars hard. The Skyline has 
been autocrossing a number of times, 
and its bumper and doors have slapped 
cones with the best of them. I twist the 
arm of everyone I meet into driving it, its 
a car to experience. It has been a vessel 
to draw attention to Colorado Cars and 
Coffee's free Hotwheels for kids at 

Get t ing down t o detail s

Diving into Detailing -and- 
Correcting Years of  Neglect

Story: Brendan Garst Photography: Tyler White, Nic Killian, Brendan Garst

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFRWnEM_X9M&t=77s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFRWnEM_X9M&t=77s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFRWnEM_X9M&t=77s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFRWnEM_X9M&t=77s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFRWnEM_X9M&t=77s
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shows, and a shop van carting parts to 
the shop for me to work on one of my 
many derelict Audis. Its at times been a 
driveable project as I worked on wiring in 
the trunk for updated taillights. Its even 
carted its own wheels and tires, 
suspension and exhaust around.

The car hasn't been a garage queen by 
any stretch of the imagination; I wouldn't 
have it any other way and it shows.

I have tried to do the home detailing 
thing myself, with a cabinet full of 
chemicals and applicators. I take the car 
to Autowash semi-regularly and blow it 
off. But I have always wondered what the 
draw was to a professional detail. Tyler 
White, Owner of Simply Clean Detail 
Studio in Lafeyette has been a friend, 
and the idea of getting a car detailed 
reached a boiling point in my head; it 
was the dead of winter and I want the 
car to look good for some upcoming 
shows, so I finally threw caution to the 
wind and booked an appointment.

Full Disclosure: Tyler billed me retail 
prices for the work performed.

I imported the car in 2016 in what was to 
be the first wave of large scale 
importation of these cars. At the time, 
importers would paint the car for you for 
a nominal fee. My car came across the 
Pacific as a Black Pearl Metallic (732) car, 
and I had the importer paint it TV2 
Bayside Blue, an R34 color. For $1,500, 
what could be better?

The quality of the paint was interesting, 
and aligned with a cheap paint job. 
Theres a good amount of overspray on... 
everything, and the orange peel is pretty 
substantial. The paint stuck in many 
spots, but at the time I took it to Tylers, 
had lifted in a few small spots on the 
pillars.

When I dropped the car off, it was 
relatively clean, though the white wheels 
showed the accumulated scuzz of at least 
2 years of brake dust and grime.

The motor had never been cleaned; I can't 
count how many times people have asked 
me to pop the hood at car shows to be 
blown away by... the dusty mess of an 
RB26 under the hood.

About a year ago, the "Nissan" emblem on 
the back of the car had simply fallen off, 
bouncing off my bumper onto the garage 
floor. 

All of these things combined to make it 
look like a car with an owner devoid of any 
pride in ownership, a collector car falling 
to the shabby side from the perils of use.

I delivered my car to SimplyClean on 
February 8th, for Tyler to get started 
assessing the scope of the service that 
he'd provide and the condition of the 
paint.

A few days later, I received a few 
messages from Tyler, mentioning he 
didn't know how well my car would take 
to a detail and correction for the 
purposes of coverage. The color 
combined with the amount of texture on 
the paint conspired to both hide the dirt 
and poor quality of the paint from the 
camera.

Never to be intimidated about going 
through a process without the significant 
likelihood of accomplishing what I set out 
to do, we pressed on regardless.
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Sim plyClean Mot or ing Club Par t y

On February 11th, the social arm of 
Tyler 's shop, aptly named the Simply 
Clean Motoring club, which hosts small 
gatherings and group drives exploring 
the beautiful backroads of the North 
Denver Rockies.

The initial plan had been to get together 
and do a live demonstration of some 
detailing techniques. Circumstances 
conspired that the car wasn't fully ready 
to go on that day, and instead we had a 
great social evening and pop-up parking 
lot show, where I got to meet a ton of 
Tyler 's patrons and area car enthusiasts!

Have a look at the Simply Clean Motoring 
Club Facebook page for more 
information on social events like this and 
other awesome driving trips! 

The Wash:

Tyler starts the process by applying soap 
with a foam cannon, and quick rinse with 
clean water to loosen dirt and debris. 
Then Tyler applies a second round of 
foam for lubrication, and performs a 
prep wash, which is a 3 bucket wash with 
a soap free of waxes or fillers. Tyler also 
applies iron and tar removers to safely 
decontaminate the paint and prepare it 
for correction.  

Three bucket washes are pretty common 
knowledge; Tyler goes over the car with a 
wash mitt, starting in the first bucket for 
clean soapy water, and rinsing the mitt in 
a second bucket with a grit guard to 
remove any contaminants from the mitt 
and keep them from going back onto the 
car. The contaminants settle under the 
grit guard, and the mitt is clean and 
ready to go, going panel by panel. A 
detail being named what it is, a soft 
bristled brush is used to agitate dirt in 
emblems, trim and cracks, coaxing it out 

of the nooks and crannies and achieving 
a more fulsome level of grime removal 
than a standard spray wash. 

Tyler also gives the wheels an initial 
clean with a third dedicated bucket. 
Wheels tend to accumulate alot more 
contaminants than other areas on the 
car, like brake dust, and road debris that 
the wheels spin through. As the wheels 

are the filthiest part of the car, they get 
their own bucket and mitt.

Tyler also took this time to open the 
hood and clean the engine 
compartment, as mentioned previously 
something that had never been paid 
attention to. Tyler uses soap and a 
degreasing solution, and agitates the dirt 
stuck on the motor with a bristled brush.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
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After the wash, the car is rinsed with 
clean water and air dried.

The Wheels:

As I mentioned earlier, the wheels are far 
and away the dirtiest part of the car. 
Something that separates a full detail at 
this level from a DIY carwash is that the 
wheels get removed to clean the barrels 
as well as the brake components 
underneath.

My Skyline wears a set of Avid.1 AV.01s, a 
set of cheap, heavy Volk TE-37 knockoff 
wheels, and I made the unfortunate 
choice of white wheels to go with the blue 
car. I love the look, but the EBC Yellow 
pads that I installed when I did a brake 
job on the car dust proliferately, leaving 
an ever thickening five o'clock shadow of 
brake dust caked on the wheels. 

Tyler removed my wheels, and used a 
dedicated wheel cleaning solution to 
remove the brake dust and other 
contaminants that were lodged in both 
the spokes as well as the barrel of the 
wheel.

With a brush, some agitation and the 
right chemicals, the results are very 
impressive. Clean white wheels, including 
the barrel, that haven't looked this good 
since the day I bought them.

The Cor rect ion: 

In addition to the detail, Tyler performed 
a significant amount of paint correction 
on my car. Simply put, paint correction is 
polishing work undertaken to make the 
paint 's surface more uniform on the car. 
A uniform surface is more reflective, and 
a more reflective surface ultimately 
reflects better, with more clarity, and 
more vividly. 

Additionally, as the years go by, the sun 
changes attributes of the car 's paint. 
Single stage paint cars (cars with no clear 
coat) have a tendency to fade, and a 
correction will bring back the car 's 
original color by sloughing off faded 
paint cells from the surface of the panel.

Two stage paint cars can see clouding in 
the clear coat, which is corrected with a 
polish, as well as the added benefit of 
diminishing or removing swirls and light 
scratches.

Tyler begins with the clean car 
subsequent to the prep wash in the prior 
step, and does a quick wipedown in case 
anything has landed on the paint since 
the wash.

Tyler masks off surfaces that he doesn't 
want the polisher to touch and mar, like 
plastic window trims. He also sets up 

shop lights so he can see contours, high 
spots and other areas that he'll need to 
know about as he works over the car. 

With the prep out of the way, and 
starting with a clean car, Tyler performs 
a one stage polish, using a fine double 
action polisher pad, and a fine polish 
product (fine referring to the level of 
aggression of the pad and the polish).

With more paint or factory paint, Tyler 
could opt to "cut" the car with a more 
aggressive pad and polish, which knocks 
down the paint more quickly. Since my 
car has aftermarket (cheap!) paint, he 
instead works more slowly with fine 
products to get the best result. Cutting is 
a double edged sword; correction is 
capable of removing both the surface 
paint as well as the good paint if you're 
not careful.
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This is where true expertise comes into 
play; too long in one spot could burn or 
craze the clear coat. Too long on an edge 
could blow directly through the paint 
down to primer, unbelievably quickly. 
Too much pressure on nonfactory paint 
could rip it off the car.

Luckily, Tyler is a pro; Starting in a body 
shop when he was very young, he says 
"Its been more than half of my life since I 
first picked up a polisher, fifteen plus 
years or so, and likely somewhere 
around the 20,000 to 25,000 hour mark... 
It would be interesting to sit down and 
figure that one out." With that much 
experience under your belt, you tend to 
learn a thing or two. 

Over a few hours, he works over the 
entire car. Once the whole surface is 
complete, Tyler sprays on a prep solution 
and wipes the car down to clean any 
remaining polish residue off the car, and 
applies a sealant on the car 's surface to 
protect it for roughly a season's worth of 
fun this summer.

This is where you can take a hard left 
and start working with coatings, or films 
like XPEL; in my case, I wanted a 
relatively run of the mill detail, and left it 
at the sealant.

The Odd Jobs:

That badge I mentioned earlier has been 
something I hate seeing on a daily basis, 
and yet, have done nothing to rectify. 
Tyler found the Nissan badge, applied 
3M self-adhesive trim tape, created a 
tape line for reference, and mounted the 
logo back exactly where it was, after 
removing the old adhesive residue.

Off camera, the car had picked up 
several rock chips in the paint, which 
Tyler fills and levels with touchup paint, 
checking a couple different brands for 
the best blend. As my car was black 
underneath, these have a tendency to 
show with a lot of contrast. You can still 
see touched up areas, but you have to 
look alot harder to identify them.

The Reveal:

I picked my car up from Tyler on March 
2nd. This may seem like a long turn but 
this was actually on me, as I had been 
distracted with pesky things like my day 
job. 

I hailed an Uber to Tyler 's shop in 
Lafayette from Arvada, not expecting to be 
able to see much of a difference after the 
warning he gave me on the phone about 
the color and orangepeel hiding issues.

What I saw when I got to the shop really 
spoke for itself. Going into the process, I 
set out to learn the difference in 

maintenance cleanings was from a full 
blown professional correction, and was 
using a canvas to do so that left room for 
improvement, an old car with a million 
miles thats been racing, commuted in 
blizzards, and washed as an afterthought 
(or worse a joke) can only look so good, 
right?
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Nope. 

Not even a little bit. The car I walked into the 
studio to see was something transformed 
and elevated; It looked like a new car. 

Seeing the car this pristine really took me 
back to the level of excitement I had when I 
puchased my "mail order" Skyline clear back 
in 2016. The excitement of getting my first 
photo from the importer of the car painted 
(below left) and settling sedentarily into 
middle-age, competing with it at autocrosses 
and just loving every minute of driving this 
now 32 year old Nissan that I've been 
blessed enough to be able buy and enjoy.

The condition of the car was stunning, 
Tyler's work is evident anywhere you look at 
the car, including the cursory cleanup of the 
interior (I didn't order an interior detail). 
Years of outgassed vinyl from the dash off 
the windshield, dust from windows down 
driving, gone, replaced with a clean canvas 
to make new memories. Reflections are 
deep and clear, something that didn't exist 
before on this car.

For all of this work (roughly 8 billed hours), 
my bill totalled $705. Spendy for a 
cosmetic service, no doubt, but you're not 
just paying for the work. You're paying for 

the expertise to be able to take a car in 
and produce a result that "WOW"s like this 
did. The knowledge of products, tools, 
compounds, procedures, and most 
importantly, the calibration of the 
detailer 's experience when running the 
polisher to make your car look good again 
without injuring it. Not only that, but the 
service provides future benefits on making 
the car easier to keep clean into the 
future, owing to the sealant.

I'd recommend anyone that wants to fall 
in love with their car again to look up their 
local detailer. I know I'm glad that I did!

simply_clean_detail_studio Simply Clean Motoring Club

https://www.instagram.com/simply_clean_detail_studio/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480964172256872
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When I began my search for a 4x4, I 

had envisioned myself in a 4Runner. 

Like every other outdoorsy transplant 

in Colorado, I wanted that legendary 

Toyota reliability. I needed something 

that could truly get me into the 

wilderness, far away from reservable 

campsites overrun with crossovers and 

off-leash dogs. 

While perusing the inventory of a used 

car lot, I discovered this beast: The 

Lexus LX-450, a limited production 

variant of the legendary 80 Series Land 

Cruiser. After a quick drive, I knew that 

this was "the one". 

In the timespan of 40 months, I've 

driven it over 65,000 miles. It 's been 

on multiple cross country trips to 

places like Utah and Michigan, eating 

up miles and guzzling gas without 

breaking a sweat . It 's been over a 

handful of the high mountain passes 

found here in Colorado, and has taken 

me on more camping trips than I can 

count. 

The 1FZ-FE straight six produces a 

whopping 212 horsepower at 4,600 

rpm and delivers 275 foot pounds of 

torque at 3,200 rpm . It 's connected to 

a 4 speed automatic transmission and 

a two-speed transfer case. With a curb 

weight of 4,760 lbs, the power is 

adequate on flat ground, and a bit 

wheezy when climbing out into the 

mountains. 0-60 is roughly 20 seconds 

at altitude. These old FZJ80s do not go 

anywhere in a hurry.

Upon taking ownership of the vehicle, I 

quickly progressed from mall crawler 

to trail brawler. I even took it wheeling 

and did my first trail damage while I 

was still rocking the temporary tags. 

C a r s  o f  t h e  C o n t r ib u t o r s

Story and Photography: Chris Colten
C h r is  C o l t e n 's  19 9 7  L e x u s  L X - 4 5 0
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It didn't take long for me to get 

stuck for the first time. My first 

summer with the rig I bogged it to 

the axles.

As it turns out, in order for the 

traction boards to work correctly, 

they have to go under  the truck.

A group of ATV's and Side by Sides 

were kind enough to pull me out.

Subsequent modifications to the 

vehicle included an ARB bumper 

fitted with a Warn VR EVO 12 winch, 

Bumpit offroad step sliders, an OME 

C a r s  o f  t h e  C o n t r ib u t o r s

C h r is  C o l t e n 's  19 9 7  L e x u s  L X - 4 5 0
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stock height heavy duty suspension, 

and a number of litt le quality of life 

improvements. 

Future plans include an on-board air 

compressor, a rear diff lock, a steel 

rear bumper to match the front, and 

maybe a bump in tire size from 31" to 

33". The end goal is to have a camping 

rig that 'll reliably get me anywhere. 

The odometer currently sits just past 

233k and I'd like to get it to roll beyond 

300k. 

The interior is basic by Lexus 

standards, but adequate for my needs. 

The leather seats are aged and 

cracking, and lack heaters, but are still 

comfortable enough for long days on 

the trail. The six-disc CD changer still 

lives comfortably in the center console, 

but the original radio was replaced 

with a Kenwood unit. The automatic 

climate panel with analog buttons is 

pretty neat. 

The trunk is set up to be converted 

into a livable sleeping space as 

needed. In lieu of a fancy drawer 

system, I fitted a pair of kitchen 

S e p t e mb e r  2 0 19 S e p t e mb e r  2 0 2 2
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shelves to the cargo area and keep a variety of gear under 

the makeshift platform. Tools, recovery gear, a few spares, 

camping essentials, and other miscellany round out whats 

in my storage space. 

For tires, I've run the Cooper Discoverer ST-Maxx in warm 

seasons and Hankook I-Pikes in the winter. I'm lukewarm 

on both tires and will probably choose something else as 

they wear out. I also carry a set of chains for those late 

season wildlife photography expeditions in the national 

forests. 

There's scuffs in the paint, a dent in the rear quarter, the 

rear bumper has seen better days, and underneath, 

there's evidence of hard wheeling. 

Each battle scar tells a different story, each slider scrape a 

memory. 

It 's been a great  r ig.

Chr is Colt en  joined the SHIFT Colorado Team in 

November 2022, when he initially contributed an amazing 

bundle of images for our Gridlife story. He has quickly 

progressed to a storywriter, contributing this issue's 

excellent piece on Goodwood, as well as attending several 

events to put his amazing photography talents to work 

giving us some great photos in this issue!

The SHIFT Colorado team is a diverse group of 

Coloradans, with the common bond of passion for cars. 

We have a widely eclectic taste in vehicles; Cars of the 

Contributors puts a different contributor and their ride in 

the spotlight each issue.

 
SHIFT 

COLORADO
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Story: Steve Clark Art: Will Pierce

Like many of you, I subscribe to all 
kinds of car groups. If it weren't for 
car groups and family, there would be 
litt le desire to browse the slimy 
wasteland of social media. I came 
across Will Pierce's art of fabulous GT 
racers of the 1990's on Twitter, 
displaying some examples of these 
wonderful car coloring pages. He was 
quick to say yes when I asked 
permission to place some in our 
magazine. Thank you Will! 

The contest: we'll keep this simple, 

choose one example from the cars or 
pages below, and give it your best 
shot coloring!  Categories: Youngsters 
Ages 0-10, Young Adults Ages 11- 17 
and Adults 18 and over.

Send a snapshot or screenshot of 
your entry to 
Team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com 
and our team will select the absolute 
best examples that you send us. 
Please include age and name with 
your entry, and entries grants us 
permission to share your (or your 
child's) artwork on our social media.

Top 3 winners from each category will 
be selected at the end of March 2023 
and notified by email. Winners 
receive a Hot Wheels gift package by 
mail. 

Get those entries in & GOOD LUCK!   

 

ART BY WILL: CAR  COLORING CONTEST

Will Pierce 

Will's Redbubble

Will Pierce

mailto:Team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com
https://www.instagram.com/willpierce/
https://www.redbubble.com/people/willpierce/
https://www.redbubble.com/people/willpierce/
https://twitter.com/greatistheworld
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Oftentimes we add things to the 
bucket list, then end up agonizing over 
the details. The excitement of the idea 
gets muddied by logistics, budget 
constraints, and finding a feasible slot 
in a work schedule to get away for a 
week. 

But sometimes everything falls into 
place. 

It?s August, 2021. I had just wrapped 
up an engagement shoot with some 
friends who were getting ready to 
relocate and leave the state. I did so 
voluntarily - it was a good excuse to 
see them one more time before they 

took off. As I stuff the DSLR camera 
back into the bag, the couple asks if I?d 
be interested in doing their wedding as 
well. I agree before asking any 
questions. But my first two, the when 
and the where, were quickly answered. 
September 2022, United Kingdom.

A litt le bit about Goodwood: Per the 
Goodwood Official Website, the circuit 
was originally a Royal Air Force base, 
RAF Westhampnett. After the second 
World War, it operated as a 
motorsport track from 1948 to 1966. In 
1998, the airfield course was reopened 
and restored to its former glory. The 

Goodwood Revival gathering is the 
only period correct gathering of its 
kind, celebrating ?The romance and 
glamour of motor racing as it used to 
be.?

I spent the first half of 2022 preparing - 
buttoning down trip logistics, 
upgrading gear, and getting as much 
trackside practice as possible. My final 
warmup session took place a mere 
week from the Goodwood Revival at 
another litt le event known as Gridlife. 
Three days of track battles, drifting, 
and rally cars helped me confirm that I 
had my panning technique down - I 
was ready.

A st ep int o t he past

Story and Photography: Chris Colten

the 
Goodwood Rev ival
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My flight to London was fairly 
uneventful, I slept through most of the 
ten hour flight and was refreshed and 
ready to go as soon as the plane 
touched down. I managed to navigate 
through the terminal to the rail station, 
and made my way to Chichester by 
lunchtime. Stepping off the train, my 
ears are greeted by the faint sound of 
cars ripping around on the track. My 
heart skips a beat. I?m really here, this 
is really happening. I spent the 
remainder of the day exploring the 
village, visiting the nearby harbor, and 
enjoying an obligatory meal of fish and 
chips.

A brisk Saturday morning arrives 
quickly. I slam two piping hot coffees 
and quickly hoof it to the shuttle 
terminal. I opt to snag a seat on the 
upper level of a double-decker bus, 
front and center. The driver whips us 
through the narrow village seats, I 
question if it?ll t ip over. The physics of 
these vehicles mystify me. Traffic 
worsens as we approach the 
Aerodrome and I feel validated in my 
decision to skip the rental car.

The first thing I notice after being 
dropped off is how horrendously 
underdressed I am. While not 
compulsory, attendees are highly 
encouraged to dress in period correct 
garb. I only had enough space in my 
luggage for my Sunday best; I had to 
settle for being a scrub on Saturday. I 
collect my program and am delighted 
to find that an earpiece is included so 
that attendees may stay tuned in with 
the commentary at all t imes. Only a 
British event could include such a 
James Bond-esque perk.

As I make it through the entryway I 
start to feel an electricity in the air that 
I have never experienced before. It 
was as if I stepped into a time 
machine. The buildings, the staff, the 
cars, everything felt as if I were in 
another era. A marching band 
prominently featured front and center 
at the entrance plays a lively piece. I 
meander through the grounds, 
checking out the various cars, 
restoration displays, and picking up an 
obligatory souvenir t-shirt.
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9AM rolls around and a long string of 
Austin 7s begin to parade around the 
track. I was impressed by the variety of 
body styles that the platform 
accommodated, these were cars I 
wasn?t familiar with. Every variation 
was on display, ranging from full blown 
race cars to a contraption with a thatch 
tiki roof. Each driver was all smiles. 

The Austin exhibition ends and a 
group of sports cars from the late 50s 
and early 60s thunders onto the track, 
the official practice session for the 
Sunday?s Sussex Trophy. I immediately 
spot one of my favorites, the 
Lister-Jaguar, ?Knobbly?, adorned with 
a classic British racing green and 
yellow livery. This was the car that Phil 
Keen piloted from disaster to victory in 
2018 and the car that first piqued my 
interest in the event.

Practice wraps and the next group of 
cars takes to the Aerodrome circuit. 
The first race of the day - the 
Madgwick Cup - is a twenty minute 
battle for low-displacement racers 
produced between 1948 and 1955. 

Many of the vehicles in the pack I have 
never seen before, let alone heard of. 
Rarities from extinct brands rocket 
about the track and my jaw hangs 
slack.

For a few laps, a pair of beautiful 
Lotus-Bristol MKXs fight for position. 
Driver Malcolm Paul in the red #23 
overtakes their opponent, Oliver 
Marcias, in a matching car. The green 
and red pair resemble something that 
one might see in The Jetsons. Malcolm 
would go on to place second in the 
race, losing only to Miles Griffiths in a 
vibrant red Kleft-Climax 1100. 

I take a break from the action to 
wander through the pits and burn 
through some camera film. The #86 
TVR Griffith 400 stood out, at first 
glance I thought it was a short 
wheelbase Ferrari prototype.  

Sufficiently amused by the pit antics, I 
make my way back to the side of the 
track to observe more of the action. 
Before another heat of competitive 
action, a parade of cars once piloted 
by the legendary Graham Hill 
emerges and does a few laps before 
retreating back to the paddock. 
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Next up on the race agenda is the 
Glover Trophy, a 25 minute sprint for 
1.5 litre Grand Prix cars that operated 
in the early 1960s. Numerous Lotus 
cars took to the circuit, as well as a few 
Mini Coopers and a token Ferrari.

The diminutive racecars screamed 
around the track, the litt le 1.5s wailing 
towards the redline as they hurtled 
down a longer straight section of 
course. Andy Middlehurst would 
emerge victorious in the #25 Lotus, 
followed by Mark Shaw and Philipp 
Buhofer.

The next group out on the track is a 
collection of GT cars and prototypes 
from 1963 and 1964. The practice 
session is in preparation for Sunday's 
Royal Automobile Club TT Celebration. 
The blue TVR I had spotted in the pits 
made an appearance, surrounded by a 
diverse pack - Jaguars, Corvettes, 
Cobras, and a few Porsches. 

The warm up concludes and a trio of 
GT-40s take to the track as a brief 
intermission. After completing a lap 
and retreating back to the pits, the 
next track parade begins. To celebrate 
Ferrari's 75th anniversary, the 
organizers gathered a number of the 
prancing-horse cars that were 
competing throughout the weekend. 
Among them one of my all time 
favorites from the event - a green 250 
GTO with a contrasting yellow nose. It 
was a striking car and a welcome 
departure from the typical Ferrari red.

The next race was one I was 
particularly excited for - not only was I 
finally going to see some Mini Coopers 
on the track (a childhood favorite), but 
Jimmie Johnson of NASCAR fame 
would be piloting a Ford Galaxie 500 in 
the race as well. The St Mary's Trophy 
is a two part race for early 60s saloon 
cars, and the first heat was now 
underway. The nimble Minis rocketed 
around corners, while the larger Fords 
and other marques gave chase on the 
straights.

Oddly enough, there was another 
celebrity amongst the professional 
drivers - Rowan Atkinson, aka the 
legendary Mr. Bean. In lieu of 
strapping an armchair to the roof of a 
Mini, he opted to take to the wheel of 
a Plymouth Barracuda.
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Romain Dumas in a Ford Galaxie 
quickly established a lead and would 
take the win, but the battle for second 
place was quite intense. Frank Stippler 
and their Alfa butted heads against 
Andrew Jordan in a Ford-Lotus Cortina 
initially, then attempted but failed to 
overtake Romain.

Race #6 was the Goodwood Trophy, a 
short 20 minute sprint for Grand Prix 
cars built between 1930 and 1950. This 
heat was primarily composed of 
various English Racing automobiles, 
types B, D, and E, as well as a few 
Maseratis, a token Ferrari, and a lone 
Bugatti. These rare cars should have 
been in a museum but thrived on the 
track. It was remarkable to see  
vehicles that have aged so gracefully 
go wheel to wheel.

With the Goodwood Trophy concluded, 
the unlimited sports prototypes of the 
early and mid 60s headed out for the 
Whitsun Trophy. This heat consisted of 
numerous Ford GT40s, 
McLaren-Chevrolet M1 variants, a few 
Lola T-70s, and other rarities. Each 
mighty V8's throaty passing roar 

produced a symphony unlike any 
other. Oliver Bryant emerged 
victorious in a Lola-Chevrolet T70 
Spyder.

The sun began to show signs of 
receding as the final race of the day 
began - the Stirling Moss Trophy. 
The longest race of the day, this 
hour-long track battle featured GT 
cars from the early 60s, with a 
driver swap at the halfway point. 
The Ferrari, Jaguar, Aston, and 
other coupes churned out laps as 
the daylight continued to diminish. I 
began working my way down the 
Lavant Straight and back to the 
shuttle station as the race 
progressed. The team of Mike 
Whitaker and Andrew Jordan placed 
first, taking turns at the wheel in a 
vibrant pink AC Cobra nicknamed 
"Dragonsnake".  
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With Saturday's racing concluded, I 
make my way back to the bus station. 
Despite the track going cold, there is 
no sign that the festivities are winding 
down. Jovial crowds continue to swarm 
about the grounds, enjoying their 
beverages and the company of friends. 
I couldn't wait to see what tomorrow 
would bring.

Sunday kicked off in a similar manner 
to Saturday - chug coffee, scarf toast, 
hustle to the Aerodrome. I spent the 
time leading up to the first race of the 
day to enjoy more of the paddock 
action. Cold starts and exhaust 
crackles everywhere. More coffee. It 's a 
lovely morning. 

With the first event of the day 
approaching, I made my way to the 
corner leading up to the chicane - 
Woodcote. I posted up on the fence 
and waited for the Chichester Cup - a 

race for Junior Formula cars from the 
late 50s and early 60s. 

9:40 AM strikes and the diminutive 
racecars begin their dance, each 
engine no larger than 1098cc. This 
group of cars was quite varied, with 
numerous makes and models 
represented. The pack was half Lotus, 
Ford, and Mini Cooper variants, the 
other half being manufacturers I had 
never heard of. 

Andrew Hibberd in a family-owned 
Lotus-Ford 20 began the race in pole 

position. Early in the heat, a car went 
off the track and lost a wheel in the 
process. After a few laps behind the 
safety car under a yellow flag, two 
battles emerged for first and third. 
Andrew lost their lead to Peter de la 
Roche and nearly went off the track as 
they worked to catch up. In a twist, the 
new race leader Peter also departed 
the tarmac, leaving the victory open 
for Andrew to reclaim. It was a very 
hectic 20 minute run for all drivers 
involved. 
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The Richmond & Gordon Trophies 
immediately followed, putting another 
type of formula car in the spotlight. 2.5 
Litre Grand Prix racers took to the 
track for a 25 minute session.  These 
late 50s racers were a fascinating mix 
of front and rear engined open 
wheelers. There was no pace car or 
rolling start for this event. After a 
parade lap, each driver came to a dead 
halt and waited for the flag to drop. 
The entire pack launched in unison 
and a Lotus piloted by Miles Griffis 
scooted away with the lead.

The race progressed and Will Nuthall 
closed the gap in a Cooper-Climax 
T-53, overtaking Miles as he 
encountered mechanical trouble. Miles 
would have to return to pit lane and 
was out of the race. Will went on to 
increase the gap between himself and 
the other entrants and emerged 
victorious.

With racing concluded for the morning, 
I took a break for some pizza and more 
paddock exploration. There was an 
entire section in the center of the track 
that I hadn't seen yet. I'm glad I 
checked it out, some of the most 
incredible cars were parked in the 
shade and could be approached. 
Gleaming Ferraris and formula cars 
with massive rear tires everywhere. 

I returned to the trackside for the 
second part of the Barry Sheene 
Memorial trophy, a motorcycle race for 
bikes that raced between the years of 
1928 and 1956. The juxtaposition of 
modern safety gear and old 
motorcycles was quite amusing and 
I'm glad they prioritized the wellbeing 
of the riders over period correct 
appearances.
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Things relaxed a bit as the 75th 
Anniversary Ferrari parade returned to 
the track. The same beautiful cars 
from the day before, but from a new 
vantage point. 

Race 12 of the weekend was the Royal 
Automobile Club TT Celebration, an 
hour-long gathering of GT cars and 
prototypes from the mid 60s. 
NASCAR's Jimmie Johnson would 
return to the field, this time in a red AC 
Cobra Le Mans Coupe.

The initial laps are fierce, Guy Smith in 
the blue TVR assertively makes their 
way from 8th to 2nd. Numerous other 
battles take place throughout the 
ranks.There were several upsets during 
the race, cars going off the track left 
and right. A Jaguar drops out due to 
gearbox issues, the TVR spun into a 
wall, and the safety car came out for a 
number of laps as a dozen of the track 
workers scramble to repair the barrier. 
The pace Porsche exits the track and 
with twenty minutes left on the clock, 
the pack rockets through the chicane 
and the competitors resume their fight 
for first. Romain Dumas in a green 
Cobra defended the lead for 
numerous laps before Andrew 
Shedden edged past on the outside, 
barely maintaining traction at the 
wheel of a white Cobra. Dumas would 
stay right on their tail until 
encountering unexpected mechanical 
issues. Shedden took the victory. 
Jimmie also managed a podium finish, 
placing third.
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The following event could only be 
described as "the running of the 
MGBs". The Lavant Cup was 1966 and 
prior coupes of identical make and 
model. 30 cars would run for 25 
minutes in a very entertaining race. 
The first lap was not without 
casualties; cars collided and spun, 
others going onto the grass to dodge 
the carnage, all within the first 30 
seconds of the race. The yellow flags 
came out before the first lap had been 
completed. 

The yellow flags turned red and the 
officials elected to restart the race. 
Brooms frantically swept debris from 
the track as the entrants reset. The 
green flag drops for a second time and 
this time there is far less drama. The 
nimble MGBs dance about as drivers 
saw at the wheel for control. Things 
were looking good for race leader 
Mark Cole until encountering 
catastrophic mechanical failure; Ed 
Foster took the win.

Race 15 - The Sussex Trophy - was 
another collection of incredible cars. 
The World Championship Sports Cars 
of the late 50s were some of the most 
beautiful on the track all weekend. The 
battle for the podium was vicious. 
James Cottingham in the #16 
Tojeiro-Jaguar worked their way from 
fifth to first, despite nearly going off 
the track early in the race and hitting 
heavy traffic while fighting for the win.
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As the day wound down, the final 
entrants of the day took to the track. It 
was time for the St Mary's Trophy, part 
2. The saloon cars of the early and mid 
60s returned to determine the final 
victory of the weekend. The sun began 
to droop as the penultimate dogfights 
began. The track was still packed with 
spectators, nobody was ready to leave.

The cars of all sizes sped around the 
track, mixed horsepower ratings 
butting heads against varied weights. 

The drivers run in a tight pack, 
occasionally going onto the grass but 
maintaining control. Andy Wolfe 
spins their Ford-Lotus Cortina while 
defending their position and nearly 
takes out another driver in the 
process. Charlie Cooper is the next to 
suffer an upset, putting their 
Cooper-S into the wall. The yellow 
flag comes out with 15 minutes 
remaining as the barrier is mended.

 Fred Shephard in the white Ford 
Galaxie 500 lost their lead during the 
mandatory slow laps. When the race 
pace resumed, less than six minutes 

were left. Fred once again gapped the 
pack and pulled ahead. Oliver Hart 
advanced into second and managed to 
cling to their podium finish, with 
Shephard taking the win.

The track cleared for the last time, 
Goodwood Revival 2023 was 
concluded. I wasn't ready to depart, I 
wanted to see more, but the festivities 
were winding down and tomorrow was 
a potentially chaotic travel day. Passing 
through London the day of the 

Queen's funeral was a whole 
experience in itself.

Reflecting on what I had seen and 
experienced, I don't think I'll ever 
attend an event like this again... Until I 
make another trip to the UK for a 
future Goodwood Revival.

@colten.photo

Goodwood.com

https://www.instagram.com/colten.photo/
https://www.goodwood.com/motorsport/festival-of-speed/
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If you?ve driven Interstate 70 in the 
winter in the last decade, there are 
two notable landmarks about halfway 
between Denver and the Eisenhower 
Tunnel. The first is a lifted yellow 
Pontiac Firebird that resided just 
north of Georgetown, easily visible 
from the highway. After years of 

being parked, it has been 
conspicuously absent for the last few 
years, but has been occasionally 
sighted elsewhere in the region. The 
second is vehicles driving on the 
frozen surface of Georgetown Lake. 
Usually, they are off-roaders with 
Mad Max-style spikes on the wheels, 

but if your timing is just right, you 
may see something out of place? a 
quiver of Porsches, Audis, or BMWs.

The latter is likely the BMW Car Club 
of America Rocky Mountain Chapter?s 
Ice Gymkhana. The annual event 
marks the highlight of our winter 

M A N, 
M A CHINE, 
ICE:  
WHA T 
CA N GO 
WRONG?
Rock y M ountain 
Chapter BM W CCA  
Ice Gymk hana

Story: Alex McCulloch  Photography: Pet er  Thom pson (Cont r ibut ed), Alex McCulloch (Cont r ibut ed), St eve Clark
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calendar and is the most professional 
of all the local German marque club 
events held on the lake. This year it 
was hosted by organizers Tim and 
Ted Schultz, course designers Grant 
and Carol Barclay, and timing chief 
Fred Lacino. Run as an autocross, the 
course hosted a mixture of high and 

low-speed sweepers, a long slalom, a 
stop box, and a maniacal 360-degree 
circle. The 360-degree circle can make 
or break your run. Tire modifications 
are limited to street-legal rubber, and 
the classes are broken up into 
rear-wheel drive and all-wheel drive, 
studded and non-studded snow tires. 

We take it way too seriously, leading 
to fierce competition for the fastest 
Bimmer on the ice, however all 
marques are welcome.

Contrary to popular misconception, 
big and heavy all-wheel-drive 
cross-overs and SUVs are not the best 
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vehicles in the snow and ice. If you go 
back in the BMW timeline before the 
current line-up model crept into 
obesity, you can find some of the best 
winter cars out there. What makes a 
BMW good in the snow and ice, is 
what makes them good in the dry? a 

balanced and communicative chassis. 
In the early 1990s, the winter package 
for the rear-wheel-drive-only 
E34-generation 5 Series consisted of 
heated seats, a ski-pass-through, 
heated mirrors and door locks, a 
limited-slip differential, and a ?good 

luck, we?re all counting on you.? Of 
course, you didn?t need luck because 
back then, BMWs were 
unapologetically driver-focused, and 
snow and ice did litt le to phase them.

If you really wanted to be a god 
among mortals, the BMW of choice 
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was the E30-generation 3 Series 
325iX. True to form, what made the 
325iX exceptional was not its viscous 
limited-slip all-wheel drive system, 
but its telepathically communicative 
chassis. For the Ice Gymkhana, an E30 
325iX with studded Nokian 
Hakkapeliitta snow tires is the 

weapon of choice. Our original plan 
was for Ice Gymkhana regulars Marc 
Swanson and Andrew Colfelt to 
co-drive Swanson?s 1989 325iX, but 
that was thwarted by a bad front CV 
axle boot the week before the event. 
Scrambling for an alternative, I did 
happen to have the Glen Shelly M 

Coupe race car sitting at the shop. All 
I needed were some tires. Through 
the magic of Craigslist, I was able to 
find a set of new-old-stock studded 
Hakkas in the correct fitment. I added 
a roof rack that I had from a previous 
M Coupe we built for the Roaring 
Fork Snow Trial and loaded up for a 

pre-dawn departure to Georgetown 
Lake.

The morning consisted of practice 
runs, with the timed runs happening in 
the afternoon. Being fast on the ice is 
always an exercise of patience. The ice 
will punish mistakes more than 
pavement or snow, and being slow and 
tight is usually faster, albeit less fun, 
than hooning. Patches of snow offer 
much needed grip, and going off line 
to grab a snow patch is usually worth 
it. The course's most complex and 
punishing feature is the 360-degree 
cone, which will hemorrhage seconds 
if driven incorrectly. The best 
technique is to keep it tight, painfully 
slow, and channel spiritual levels of 
patience until the exit. A rear-wheel 
drive car will usually rotate better, but 
you can give it all up if you carry too 
much energy and go wide on the exit.

Our morning times hovered in the 2:25 

"I  hope no 
one saw that."
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range, but by mid-day, the course 
softened, and the three of us 
started to drop our times down 
into the 1:40 range. The M Coupe 
was a handful, but it was honest 
and controllable. It would do 
exactly what you wanted it to do, 
even if it were the wrong thing! 
With all three of us driving the 
same car, it was up to driver talent 
and a litt le bit of luck. Our nearest 
competition was an E30 325iX that 
had come down from Basalt, and 
they looked properly 
composed? which means fast. By 
the end of the day, Colfelt had 
edged out Swanson and I by one 
second with a hot lap of 1:38. We 
would have to wait for the awards 
ceremony to see how we stacked 
up against the mighty E30 325iX.

As the sun got low on the horizon, 
the course went cold. We took the 
opportunity to put our recovery 
rope to good use and tow 
photographer Peter Thompson 
around. What could possibly go 
wrong? Fortunately, he emerged 
unscathed, and we headed into 
town for the final times and 
awards ceremony. It turns out 
Colfelt tied for the fastest lap with 
the E30 325iX driver, Chris Bair, at 
1:38. Swanson and I tied, in a 
three-way tie with Bair?s co-driver 
Catherine Downard at 1:39. The 
five fastest times of the day were 
within less than two seconds of 
each other, showing just how 
heated the competition was!

Ice Gymkhana Video: 
https://youtu.be/eYMTgOYGs-4

Andrew Colfelt?s Lap:
https://youtu.be/KlYmsJ4GXL8

E30 325iX Plowing Snow: 
https://youtu.be/s63lOoRiwP8

RMCBMWCCA

Alex.McCulloch.58

Glenshelly.com

https://youtu.be/eYMTgOYGs-4
https://youtu.be/KlYmsJ4GXL8
https://youtu.be/s63lOoRiwP8
https://rmcbmwcca.com/
https://rmcbmwcca.com/
https://www.facebook.com/alex.mcculloch.58
https://www.facebook.com/alex.mcculloch.58
https://www.facebook.com/alex.mcculloch.58
https://www.facebook.com/alex.mcculloch.58
https://glenshelly.com/
https://glenshelly.com/
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Aut hor : Alex McCulloch

https://glenshelly.com/
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https://glenshelly.com/


Issue 3 | Winter 2023 110

SHIFT|COLORADO

///

Inclement Weather Racing Guide | Intro to Sim Racing

SHIFT 

COLORADO

Story: Brendan Garst Photography: Brendan Garst, John Kellner, Rich Baloy, Julie Garst
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Winter in Colorado is anathema to many 
Colorado Car Enthusiasts. While it offers 
some interesting limited-time attractions 
like Ice-Racing, Snow Karting, and the 
I-70 vehicular idle test headed to and 
from the mountains, these pale in 
comparison to the level of vibrant 
activity that we experience from Spring 
through Fall. These events are awesome 
(except for sitting motionless on I-70, 
that was a joke), but are few and far 
between, and very specialized. 

That said, what is a car enthusiast to do 
with themselves over the winter? Many 
of the mechanically inclined among us 
are locking themselves in their garage, 
armed with space heaters, coffee and 
winter workwear, working to improve 
their car for the next season. But what if 
you wanted to do some racing, without 
having a specialised snow/ice car?

This article examines an answer to that 
question; how you can get something 
that feels like a pretty good equivalent 
to track time from the heated comfort of 
your own home. For that, I am talking 
about Sim Racing.

Sim racing is loosely getting a steering 
wheel and pedals and playing a racing 
game, defining it at its broadest 

definition. As we drill down from there, 
things accelerate rapidly. Loosely, at the 
most accessible end of the spectrum are 
casual driving games like Forza Horizon, 
played on a controller on a game 
console. At the other end, six figure full 
race simulators with 6 degrees of 
motion, racing tremendously complex 
simulations, like iRacing (the giant in the 
space). It spans a broad range of 
possibilities.

For me, it has been a goal to build an 
iRacing setup for a long time, starting 
from two years or so back, when my 
best friend in Colorado Springs got the 
bug and invited me over to try iRacing 
on his setup. That friend has since 
relocated to the other end of the 
Country, and continuing to connect via 
iRacing has been an objective for me 
since. As such, as the end of December 
approached, and deals on PC 
components for post-holidays became 
available, I jumped in feet first.

This article covers, at a very high level, 
what its like to jump into iRacing, a PC 
based simulator at the very technical 
end of the spectrum. To keep this from 
being boring, we have aggregated 
information about multiple builders who 

were developing sim-racing setups at 
the time of the article, as well as advice 
from one of SHIFT?s favorite young 
racing driver Trevor Aweida 
(@trevorawieda) about how he uses the 
sim to hone his skills to parlay into the 
real world, where he finds himself 
driving his 1984 Audi 4000 Quattro 
hillclimb car perilously close to 
dangerous cliffs at the Pikes Peak 
International Hillclimb (brought to you 
by Gran Turismo). 

"For me, sim racing is a great way to 
keep the small nuances, practices and 
muscle memory sharp. It's not so much 
about the actual simulation for me but 
the physical training , consistently 
practicing keeping my eyes up, looking 
through the corners, smooth inputswith 
hands and feet, as well as developing a 
consistent training regimen. " Trevor 
said, remarking on his Sim use.

While I say this article is high level, be 
warned. This is a detailed read. The road 
from having nothing at all to having a 
sim racing setup can be complex if you 
plan to do DIY things, which myself and 
the folks who contributed to this article 
did. A high level sim development article 
still winds up pretty far in the weeds.

https://www.instagram.com/trevoraweida/
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As I mentioned in the lede, I have known 
for a long time I have wanted to jump 
into iRacing, and writing this article 
added an additional layer of motivation 
to do so. I had been saving my pennies 
for a while as well, and was not shy 
about buying some absolutely 
extra-curricular equipment. I wanted to 
build something for immersion, to 
recreate the feel of track racing, and as 
such, looked to build a PC to play 
iRacing, via a VR headset and a full 

motion simulator setup.

John Kellner, a longtime friend, 996 911 
Turbo enthusiast, and occasional 
autocross competitor had mentioned 
some interest in jumping in with a 
slightly less complicated setup.

Finally, local enthusiast and E46 BMW 
M3 owner Rich Baloy chatted with me 
about his setup at an event, and I 
wanted to share his setup as well for 
contrast. Rich's setup has an 

uncomplicated and space efficient ethos. 
Choosing the right approach for your 
situation is important! 

The variance in the three approaches is 
pretty significant, and goes to show, you 
can spend as much or as little as you'd 
like (to an extent) to on a sim setup 
depending on how far your want to go, 
what you want to play, etc. The  
ecosystem of simulation equipment is 
pretty analogous to the auto world; truly 
a "butt for every seat" situation.

Br endan GAr st  John Kel l ner Ric h Bal oy
PC Buil d Consol e Pur chase

CPU: AMD Ryzen 9 5900X $340.00 CPU: AMD Ryzen 7 5800X $247.99 Playstation 5: $487.97

Motherboard: NZXT N7 B550 $175.12 Motherboard: NZXT N7 B550 $206.07

GPU: EVGA Geforce RTX 3080 $739.19 GPU: Gigabyte Geforce RTX 3070 $499.99

RAM: 64GB Corsair Vengeance Pro $199.99 RAM: 32GB Corsair Vengeance Pro $104.99

Storage: Samsung 970 Evo 2TB SSD $156.99 Storage: WD Green 1TB NVME SSD $58.15

Power Sup: Corsair RM1000X 1000w $175.12 Power Sup: Corsair RM750x 750w $94.16

Cooling: Corsair iCue H150i LCD AIO $210.12 Cooling: Coolermaster ML280 AIO $71.99

Fans: Corsair LL120 RGB 3 pack $74.17 Fans: Corsair LL120 RGB 3 pack $74.98

Case: Corsair 4000D Airflow $85.49 Case: Corsair 4000D Airflow $92.52

OS: Windows 10 Pro USB Installer $59.99 OS: Windows 10 Key from Key Mill $20.00

PC Subt ot al: $2,216 PC Subt ot al: $1,470 Console Subt ot al: $487.97

Racing  Rig
DOF Reality H3 with SFU Gearboxes $3,052 GTR Simulator GTA Pro Cockpit $540.00 Next Level Racing GT Lite Foldable $229.99

Wheel and Pedals: Logitech G920 $205.38 Wheel and Pedals: Logitech G923 $340.00 Wheel and Pedals: Logitech G29 $270.95

Seat: Sparco EVO XL $250.00 Seat: Included in Sim N/A Seat: Included in Sim N/A

Seat Mount: OMP FIA Sliders $250.00 Seat Mount: Included in Sim N/A Seat Mount: Included in Sim N/A

Harness: Expired Sabelt 5 Point $150.00 Harnesses: N/A N/A Harnesses: N/A N/A

Haptics: Buttkicker Gamer Plus $324.00 Haptics: N/A N/A Haptics: N/A N/A

H-Pattern Shifter: Logitech G Shifter $65.04 H-Pattern Shifter: N/A N/A H-Pattern Shifter: N/A N/A

Vibration Isolator: Yoga Mat $30.00 N/A N/A N/A N/A

Rig Subt ot al: $4,326 Rig Subt ot al: $880.00 Rig Subt ot al: $500.94

Monit or / AV Equipment
Monitor: 43" Insignia Fire TV $209.99 Monitor: 42" TV $180.00 Monitor: 42" TV $180.00

Monitor Stand: Included in Rig N/A Monitor Stand: Included in Rig N/A Monitor Stand: Rolling Stand $109.00

VR: Oculus Quest 1: ~$150 VR: Oculus Quest 2: $400.00 VR: N/A N/A

Monit or /AV Equipm ent  Subt ot al: $359.99 Monit or /AV Equipm ent  Subt ot al: $580.00 Monit or /AV Equipm ent  Subt ot al: $289.00

Miscel l aneous:
33-ft HDMI, USB, USB-B Cables $73.10 Cables, Hardware: >$50.00 Cables, Hardware: >$50.00

Logitech K400 Keyboard/Touchpad $22.99 Keyboard/Mouse/Headset >$100.00

Extended 90deg USB-C for Oculus $9.99 Extended 90deg USB-C for Oculus $9.99

Misc Subt ot al: $106.08 Misc Subt ot al: $159.99 Misc Subt ot al: $50.00

Gr and Total  Bef or e Games/ Sim Sof t war e: 

Grand Total $7,008 Grand Total $3,089 Grand Total $1,327

https://www.amazon.com/PlayStation-5-Console-CFI-1215A01X/dp/B0BCNKKZ91/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2U3YUR4TPEZPP&keywords=playstation+5&qid=1678375301&sprefix=Playstation%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/PlayStation-5-Console-CFI-1215A01X/dp/B0BCNKKZ91/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2U3YUR4TPEZPP&keywords=playstation+5&qid=1678375301&sprefix=Playstation%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Racing-Foldable-Simulator-Cockpit-NLR-S021/dp/B08N79HM77/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3HG2580D1AIJ7&keywords=Next+Level+Racing&qid=1678375228&sprefix=next+level+racing%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Racing-Foldable-Simulator-Cockpit-NLR-S021/dp/B08N79HM77/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3HG2580D1AIJ7&keywords=Next+Level+Racing&qid=1678375228&sprefix=next+level+racing%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Racing-Foldable-Simulator-Cockpit-NLR-S021/dp/B08N79HM77/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3HG2580D1AIJ7&keywords=Next+Level+Racing&qid=1678375228&sprefix=next+level+racing%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Racing-Foldable-Simulator-Cockpit-NLR-S021/dp/B08N79HM77/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3HG2580D1AIJ7&keywords=Next+Level+Racing&qid=1678375228&sprefix=next+level+racing%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Racing-Foldable-Simulator-Cockpit-NLR-S021/dp/B08N79HM77/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3HG2580D1AIJ7&keywords=Next+Level+Racing&qid=1678375228&sprefix=next+level+racing%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Level-Racing-Foldable-Simulator-Cockpit-NLR-S021/dp/B08N79HM77/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3HG2580D1AIJ7&keywords=Next+Level+Racing&qid=1678375228&sprefix=next+level+racing%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-4
http://ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExVk1FTzhIWThaSjlCJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNDc3NjE0MkZYVDhTM0UzRUlPOCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMjQzMjkyOUhKSjE1WFA2SUpCJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ
http://ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExVk1FTzhIWThaSjlCJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNDc3NjE0MkZYVDhTM0UzRUlPOCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMjQzMjkyOUhKSjE1WFA2SUpCJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ
http://ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExVk1FTzhIWThaSjlCJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNDc3NjE0MkZYVDhTM0UzRUlPOCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMjQzMjkyOUhKSjE1WFA2SUpCJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ
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St ep 1: Pick a pl at f or m.
For my build, I wanted to get into 
iRacing, which means I was going to 
need a PC. In alot of ways, figuring out 
what you want to do with your sim early 
on is critical to navigating your path 
forward, from selecting parts to 
completion. XBOX and Playstation have 
a number of cool driving game offerings, 
but for me the breadth of options on PC 
won out; true sims like iRacing, Drifting 
in Asseto Corse, crashing things in 
Beamng.drive (I haven't been brave 
enough to do so with motion on yet), as 
well as PC ports of many of the Xbox 
titles available via Xbox game pass, the 
PC was going to offer the best flexibility 
and fun factor (on top of needing a 
more powerful machine to edit SHIFT 
with!)

John was wanting to do iRacing as well, 
which similarly pigeonholed him to a PC 
based build. 

Rich on the other hand, enjoys Gran 
Turismo games, and plans to branch 
into Asseto Corsa later this year. Rich 
uses his simulator for convenient 
escapes to get the feeli of driving;  "I love 
my budget-minded setup. Without much 
effort, I can hop in and drive. Its great 
for when life is too busy to head into the 
canyons". 

St ep 2: Buil d (or  Buy) a PC, or  
Consol e Pl at f or m

For the most part, this step again is 
super easy if you plan to buy an 
off-the-rack computer or game console. 
Just go out and buy it; For alot of us who 

tinker on our cars, homebuilt PCs are a 
territory that is attractive. Whether its 
for the broad range of customization 
options, the ability to build literally 
anything you want, or the potential to 
realize some savings over a pre-built PC 
(though this is debatable, with the 
insanity around graphics cards and 
crypto mining, some pre-builts are 
better deals than building from raw  
components).

For this article, John and I homebuilt 
(read: I built machines for John and I). 
Building computers is an intimidating 
thing for first timers, but the truth of the 
matter is that anyone armed with a few 
bits of know-how will be able to build an 
awesome looking PC in a few hours with 
basic tools. Anymore, PCs are akin to 
electronic Lego, and everything runs on 
more or less standardized points of 
attachment, architectures, and plugs for 
various components. That said, there 
are some tips I can offer here:

Tip 1: Use PC Part  Picker.

Picking the components of your 
machine used to be an absolute slog; 
trudging through posts on hardware 
forums looking to weave the roughly 10 
critical components of a PC together 
into a functioning amalgamation of 
parts. 

This is so much easier now; fixed, like 
many things, by the some very 
intelligent folks from the internet. 
PCPartPicker is an amazing tool that 
basically allows you to bench build a PC, 
component by component, while finding 

the best large retailer deals on the 
components, presenting reviews of 
components, limiting your choices to 
things that will work parametrically 
based on your previous choices, allowing 
you to filter by features, and even 
identifying physical space issues and 
conflicts. The tool is wildly useful, and 
allows effectively anyone who uses the 
internet to make educated choices in 
building a PC.

I won't go into alot of detail on picking 
components (there are much better 
studied and comprehensive guides out 
there than I could hope to offer), but 

Br endan G. John K. Ric h B.
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instead I will offer a couple general 
thoughts for your consideration:

- Think of your PC like a car when 
it comes to cooling. You want to 
be able to move lots of air both 
in and out of the PC Case. 
Typically, articles tend to advise 
matching air inflow (fans 
pushing air into the case) to air 
outflow (fans pulling that air 
out). My PC has 3 80 millimeter 
fans pulling air over a heat 
exchanger, and 3 fans moving it 
out.

- Buy RAM with a fast CAS latency 
for gaming, it generally 
contributes to frames per 
second which is important to 
keep the game running 
smoothly, among other factors.

- M.2 solid state storage is 
awesome. It reads and writes 
super fast and isn?t that much 
more than a traditional high 
RPM spindle and platter hard 
drive. Consider just buying solid 
state storage.

Tip 2: Shop open box, holiday sales, 
etc for the best  deal.

File this one under "duh" perhaps, but 

even at the most basic pricepoint, 
building a capable PC will be a big 
dollars-spent endeavor, and its always 
been my goal to be brutal about getting 
the best deal on the components I need.

I began purchasing components for my 
PC for this article in July 2022, when 
Prime day hit and the EVGA 3080 I had 
been eyeing was significantly 
discounted. A video card that normally 
hovered around $1,100 new had been 
marked down to roughly $800. This 
meant however that Amazon had 
marked down its Amazon Warehouse 
version of the card to $739, so I went 
the open box route. Buying sensitive 
components open box felt initially 
sketchy, but backed by the ability to 
return it if it was defective, I felt like my 
bets were hedged by amazon's return 
policy.

Buying during a holiday period is 
another way to save a significant 
amount of cash. Components as a 
whole generally dip substantially from 
Black Friday through new years, and I 
recall hurriedly completing the rest of 
my build near midnight on Cyber 
Monday to take advantage of the deals 
that remained, having missed many 
blockbusters to take advantage of quiet 

time with my wife and dogs that 
weekend.

Using open box and holiday sales, the 
ultimate cost of my PC was $2,216. The 
same PC components today on 
PCPartPicker retail for more than $2,900, 
so I saved a pretty substantial amount 
of money by being thrifty, being willing 
to gamble what amounted to time on 
open box equipment, and waiting for 
sales.

Tip 3: You have to take a picture of 
your haul for the 'Gram. Everyone 
does it ; It 's basically mandatory.

See below; you better believe it was on 
Facebook the second I received my last 
component.

You can also see my "previously 
destroyed" power supply (works fine but 
whoever open boxed this thing really 
mushed the box), and all the other 
"thanks for buying this stuff we'd have 
to throw away" stickers on things from 
Amazon. You're welcome, Mr. Bezos. 

Tip 4: Find a fr iend who has 
assembled a PC before

You?d be surprised how many folks have 
done this before, as I mentioned, it's 
getting easier and more proliferate. 
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Don?t have anyone like that in your life? 
Thats ok too, this video from Techsource is 
tremendous at explaining how to build a 
PC, step by step. My and John?s computers 
were my 5th and 6th respectively, and I 
still regularly referenced this video to make 
sure I was remembering things right.

Assembly is again covered so well in other 
places that I won?t go into it in depth here, 
but loosely;

1) mount your CPU and RAM to your 
motherboard as well as your M.2 storage 
if you have any 

2) mount the assembled motherboard into 
the case 

3) mount your fans or AIO cooling into the 
case 

4) attach the CPU Cooler 

5) add the power supply unit to the case

6) run the wires from the power supply to 
the motherboard, while hiding them as 
well as possible 

7) install your graphics card, and any 3.5? 
hard drives you may have chosen. 8) Wire 
the case to the motherboard headers for 
USB and the front panel. Try to hide the 
wires like you did with the PSU cables. 

9) Pray that your cable management is 
good enough to close the case?  and 
you?re done.

John and my PC's wound up looking 
identical because... they were, externally. I 
picked his parts and assembled his 
machine under his supervision, but the 
Corsair airflow cases offer great versatility, 
great cooling, nice cable routing, and all for 
a price point around $90. I picked the 
Corsair LL fans because they look cool.

From there, you?re a clean install of an 
operating system and all drivers away 
from having a spanking new PC with no or 
very little bloatware, ready to do some sim 
racing.

Or?  you could just be like Rich, and take 
the super simple approach. Buy a console 
and drive that day. Think about all the 
room for activities there is in his chart at 
the beginning of the articles under 
"components". So much room for 
Activities...

St ep 3: Pick a wheel  and 
pedal s

This is one place I'll admit, we fell down on 
this article. We all use the same Logitech G 
series dual motor wheel and pedal sets. 
even though we cover the entire range of 
G920 (XBox and PC), G29 (Playstation and 
PC) and G923 (Platform Agnostic).

These wheels are widely used for a reason; 
at an entry level price point, and offering 
options for XBOX, Playstation, and either of 
those options being compatible with PC, it 
offers a great versatile entry point that's 
very feature rich at a comparatively low 
price point. The wheel and pedals had an 
MSRP of $400 when I bought mine in June 
2022 (again, open box, for roughly half 
that), but new ones have dropped to 
retailing at $270.95 as of press time, which 
is inexpensive for what you get.

There are a few drawbacks to buying the 
cheap mass market option; the wheel has 
a tiny diameter, and the pedals don?t have 
a great feel to them, especially the brake 
pedal. The brake pedal is important to be 
able to modulate, and the brake pedal on 
the logitech kits goes from barely applied 
to 100% locked brakes without a 

discernible change in pedal pressure.

These can be combated with the judicious 
application of mod parts. Modders, armed 
with 3D printers and the time to hone their 
craft, have made hub adapters to pull the 
toy sized wheel and attach a proper Sparco 
or Nardi patterned wheel, kits to invert the 
Logitech pedals, and all kinds of other cool 
stuff.

For those with a bit more cash, you can 
spend thousands on wheel and direct 
drive hubs from Fanatec, Simucube, 
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Heusinkveld and others. Trevor Aweida 
half-joked with me that the simucube hub 
on his setup threatens to break your 
wrists, mainly because it can with the 
force it can apply. High end pedals can 
include actual hydraulic master cylinders 
and load cells. All of these things tend to 
come with price tags with a comma. 

The Logitech setup was enough for me, 
as it struck a good balance in price to 
performance, came with alot of onboard 
buttons to control things since its a game 
controller (which are all fully mappable in 
a PC game), and provides "good enough" 
immersion. I may upgrade to nicer 
equipment eventually; for now I'm happy.

Microcenter in South Denver has a 
wonderful display with high end kit that 
they allowed patrons to try which I tried 
as part of my research (My friend Randy 
Stevens is pictured caning an F1 car 

around above) and I have to say, as much 
as you can feel how great all the high 
dollar controls are, they can be updated 
as you improve your skillset.

I would skip the logitech G H-pattern 
shifter, it feels bad, the shifter is too short 
to feel realistic, I'd save your cash and use 
paddles until you're ready to buy 
something nicer. Trevor did caution me 
that while his Fanatec Clubsport H-pattern 
shifter felt awesome, it was subject to 
multiple fatal durability problems, so your 
mileage may vary.

At this point, you have a rad PC; you have 
a wheel and pedals, and you're ready to 
take a race if you can live with the 
monster cable-mess it will cause.

The day we built John's PC, we couldn't 
help ourselves. In spite of not having a rig, 
we busted open the wheel and pedals 
and took turns driving my desk (Pictured 

Above). I drove in iRacing like this for two 
months to atone for decisions I made in 
the next step; read on.

St ep 4: Put  t hat  wheel  and 
pedal s on a r ig, st op dr iving 

your  cabinet s...
Sim racers almost universally refer to the 
platform on which they put their seat, 
wheel, pedals, monitor(s) or other 
peripherals in shorthand as a "rig". Based 
on This is where things went crazy for me. 
John and Rich are responsible, and wanted 
to get right down to enjoying their PC. 

Rich's Next Level seat is light and foldable, 
and looks great in a clean temporary install 
that can be moved or easily collapsed. 
These can also typically transform between 
a street car driving position (more upright) 
and an F-1 Style position (longer and 
lower). Without having driven Rich's, I can 
say the drawback here is that collapsable 
rigs can feel flimsy or flex, as they're built 
to be light. Rich didn't mention this when 
we were talking, so your experience may 
vary if you go this route.

John opted for a GTR Simulators GTR Pro 
static rig, which is an exceptionally stout 
traditional rig with a Recaro-esque seat 
included. Its made of welded alumium and 
has nice fits and finishes, and bolts 
together nicely in an afternoon. The 
drawback here is its heavy and bulky. 

Because I wanted to build to immerse, I 
started going down the rabbit hole of 
motion simulation.

Motion sim rigs are have historically 
been hilariously expensive. Elevated 
Audio in Denver just founded their 
Elevated Audio Racing Club on the 
backbone of a $100,000 Force Dynamics 

"I got into Sim-racing because I really wanted 
to race more, but racing is expensive.  A bad 
weekend could cost more than my sim-rig on 
its own. 

I also wanted to take part in the Porsche club 
sim-racing league. So far, I?ve joined, 
?onboarded?, and gotten myself into the entry 
class. It should be fun for years to come once 
as I build the skills and get the hang of it.

I?ve loved the whole experience so far.  What I 
didn?t expect was how hard sim-racing is 
compared to driving.   You only have the 
feedback from the wheel what you see on 
screen and the sounds.   There is no ?seat of 
your pants? feel. Its hard to get used to when 
you first begin.  The VR headset makes a more 
immersive experience and is more life like." 

- John Kellner, Article Contributor

"Simulators can be really helpful for 
learning a new track, although any 
confidence learned from sim should 
be taken with a grain of salt. when 
attempting to translate to a real car 
or track

Beyond the physical basics, I think 
there can be alot to learn about 
Racecraft and car control.It can take 
quite awhile to become familiar 
enough to the feedback in order to 
process limited sim feedback.

Besides the technical reasons, sim 
racing is an absolute blast to do and 
its great to hang out with friends in 
real life or virtually and turn laps, 
with a little friendly competition!" 

- Trevor Aweida, Race Driver
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simulator. Consumer options are 
regularly in the high 4-figures or low 
5-figures, and are reserved for the 
incredibly hardcore.

DOF Reality, an outfit based in Ukraine, 
came on the scene roughly 2 years ago, 
offering motion rigs that smashed the 
price-to-performance proposition of a 
motion sim, with 2 degree of freedom 
rigs costing under $1.500. Degrees of 
freedom ("DOF") refer to axes of 
movement. 2-DOF machines typically 
have pitch and roll, to simulate a car 
heaving in acceleration, diving on 
braking, or body roll on turning. Adding 
a third DOF adds yaw, simulating the 
back end of the car stepping out on 
oversteer.

This can go all the way up to 6-DOF, 
which can actually simulate acceleration 
G-forces, braking G-forces, heaves up 

and dips down. Theres a ton of variety 
but each step up carries a price in cost 
and complexity.

I chose a DOF H3 with upgraded SFU 
gearboxes, which forums and DOF 
enthusiast groups have mentioned were 
a must have. I plunked down $2,500 for 
the rig, and roughly $600 for shipping 
and customs clearance and hoped for 
the best.

DOF was tremendous. They quickly built 
and shipped my order. I paid on January 
5, and my order was shipped on January 
20th. Fedex wasn't as good, fumbling 
the customs paperwork for the rig, 
causing another week of delays on top 
of a long lead time to ship (which DOF 
Support resolved for me).

Eventually, both parcels of my rig arrived 
at my home, and while the packaging 
had been through hell, the contents 

were in great shape.

DOF prides themselves on providing a 
nearly ready to play experience, per 
their website. This is not fully the case, 
the unit takes a fair amount of 
assembly. DOF is excellent about 
providing everything you need to 
assemble the motion base, down to the 
hand tools. I love the wrenches with 
Cyrillic characters on them, as well as 
the little ruler and a myriad of other 
tools they provide to assemble your rig.

They also provide instructions in the 
form of a Youtube video; follow along 
with the Youtube video, going step by 
step, and you'll be done in roughly 3-6 
hours.

Everything on my rig fit great and was in 
really good shape when I got it. I had to 
occasionally clear accumulated 
powdercoat from a few holes, and recall 

https://dofreality.com/professional-motion-simulator-platforms-for-business-arcade-centers-event-rental/
https://dofreality.com/professional-motion-simulator-platforms-for-business-arcade-centers-event-rental/
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drilling a couple holes up in size because 
the included hardware was oversize. The 
assembly process DEVASTATED my home 
office due to the amount of "stuff", but in 
the end, I had built a motion platform.

On this platform, I needed a seat. I 
purchased a Sparco Evo XL seat that had 
aged out to restore from my friend Troy at 
Apikol Performance Automotive. I also 
purchased belt guides to replace the ones 
missing on this example, and bought a set 
of OMP Side Mounts and Slider, and a set 
of expired Sabelt harnesses to complete 
my setup.

Mounting the seat was easy enough. I 
needed a couple new holes, but the seat 
was mounted in no time.

The last missing component was a screen 
setup. Sim folks often set up a wide 
constellation of 3 monitors. John, Rich and I 
all instead just use a simple 40ish Inch TV 
for space savings, a triple setup pretty 
much guarantees that the sim dominates 
any room its parked in, and I care at least 
a bit about the ultimate aesthetic of my 
setup. Any number of options are available 
on Amazon for less than $200.

At this point, I had an untested behemoth 
of a motion sim rig. Its huge, and really 
hard to ignore in the room its in. I moved it 
out to my foyer, where I tried to envision 
how to make it look a bit more at home. 

The DOF H3 comes with a license for Sim 
Racing Studio (SRS), which is what takes 
motion data from your software and relays 
it to the rig. I Installed SRS, powered up the 
H3, and commanded my first motion from 
it; as the rig rolled over to the right as I 
dragged my mouse across a slider, I was 
thrilled that it worked.

I also took the opportunity to go ahead 
and give it its maiden thrashing, even 
though the setup was very much 
temporary. I wired up the last component 
of my setup that I got to for this issue, 
which is VR. 

I had an old Oculus Quest 1 laying around, 
which was the first true commercialized 
inside-out tracking VR headset (meaning it 
uses cameras and accelerometors to track 
your movements, instead of base stations 
like Infrared lighthouses in the room). I ran 

35 feet of cables from my desktop to the 
sim in my foyer, and fired up iRacing.

iRacing integrates VR very well, simply a 
few options setup prompts get iRacing to 
load to your goggles, while the TV tethered 
to the PC still shows what the driver "sees" 
for the benefit of onlookers. The onboard 
Microphone and sound on the Quest also 
integrate seamlessly. 

Driving iRacing in VR is outright wild. 
You literally feel like you are in the car. 
John's initial comment about his first few 
outings in iRacing was that it didn't convey 
a sense of speed; to me VR fixes that. As 
my formula Vee slid from the pit exit at 
Lime Rock and I blasted through the gears. 
I marvelled at the fact that this is where 
racing sim software has gotten to. I could 
see my right front brake rotor lock up 
(formula Vee is an open wheel car) as I 
entered turn 1, a long right hander, and 
felt the rig lurch forward and sway to the 
outside of the turn. An off-track excursion 
on turn 2 led to a big slide without hitting 
anything, but as I re-entered the track I 
could see blades of grass and errant infield 
debris stuck to my tires. As I approached 
turn 4, I kept my eyes up and looked 
through the turn, and let my head track 
the apex as I breezed by, while getting 
tossed around by the H3 in the chicane. 
This was shaking hands with the uncanny 
valley; it didn't feel like gaming, it felt like 
driving. Then I hit my first wall...

The rig bucked wildly to the left as the side 
of my Vee slid into the wall. The quick 
movement was jarring and uncomfortable, 
much like a real racing incident would be. I 
had read about motion sickness issues, but 
this just hurt . I tweaked some settings to 
ease the punishment, and moved on.

I had also purchased a Buttkicker Gamer 2 
haptic transducer, which rumbles the seat 
in response to certain things like gearshifts, 
engine vibration, and running over kerbing. 
I didn't have time to install it by press 
time, so I look forward to installing that 
as I finalize the set up of my rig, and 
providing updates in the future.

The last step was to install my setup in 
its permanent home. I built some 
cabinets using Ikea Besta bases to hide 
the wiring mess of the rig. I'm in a 
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peculiar situaton where my PC needs to 
live in a different room, so I built a 
harness to provide USB, USB-B and 
HDMI from my office to the rig over 
approximately 33 feet.

I love the end result, everything looks 
like it belongs, and I can keep the wiring 
tucked for the most part. I have further 
tuning and work to do, but I don't regret 
my choices here at all, aside from the 
time and complexity that motion adds.

St ep 5: Go Racing!
You've done it all. You've got your 
simulation hardware ready to rock; lets 
talk driving. As far as iRacing goes, it was 
released in 2008, and has been 
continuously developed since; to run at 
low graphics quality is more taxing on 
the CPU than the GPU due to the 
calculations involved in the games 
physics model, which I'll say feel spot-on.

Drivers can "Test Drive" in an empty 
track, join a "Practice Session" that is the 
pre-race lobby for a "Ranked Race". 
iRacing has a Skill and incident based 
progression system that rewards clean 
driving, and severely punishes contact. 
Anyone who has played an online racing 
game knows, you need that to keep 
people from playing bumper cars. 
Incidents like collision with another 
player, wall, off-track excursions etc will 
cost you points. At a Certain number of 
points, you're disqualified and shown 
the door. Damage your car, and it gets 
fixed in the pits in real time.

iRacing forces real consequences for bad 
behavior. If you want to rank up, you 
need to drive well, minimize points and 
accidents, and you'll move up within the 
licensure structure to cooler cars. You 
start with access to compete in four 
disciplines, with one or two options in 
each: Road Course in Spec Miata or 
Formula Vee, Dirt in the iRX Beetle light 
or Super 4 Trophy Truck, Short oval in 
Legends cars, and long oval in late 
model Stock Cars.

I joined my first race in Spec Miata, the 
car is the answer to everything, its what 
you do! Leaving the box, the field 
pushed hard into turn 1, where more 
than 3/4 of the field wiped out and 
retired because of one or two folks who 
hadn't figured out the points system 
screaming into the turn at Mach 1.

I have been focusing on road racing in 
the Miata and the Formula Vee, and dirt 
in the Beetle, with the iRX car being my 
clear favorite. Its hilarious to drive, and 
getting tossed around in the seat over 
bumps and jumps serves to bring you 
into the sim. Collisions and having other 
players bounce off of you tend to grate, 
but that one race where you go out, the 
stars align and you manage to come in 
with a podium finish is a different kind 
of rush.

So far, I have graduated licenses in Dirt, 
but have had a tough time amassing the 
safety points necessary to class out of 
Spec Miata dodgeball.

To Concl ude:
Nine pages, and I've barely gotten to 
having a functioning and untuned rig, 
and done some amateur racing. I told 
you at the beginning this would be 
dense! You might think I've got alot 
more to go... and I do. Next issue, we'll 
continue down the Sim Racing Rabbit 
hole, trying some other titles, and taking 
a deeper dive into the mechanics of 
iRacing. We even hope to host a race or 
two that you; our readers can join and 
drive with us, probably while dodging 
rookie Miatas like they're a particularly 
aggrivating meteor shower.

I've found the whole experience here 
rewarding, from building my PC through 
building my sim and taking it racing. 
Whether you take any of the three 
approaches we shared here or 
something all of your own, get out and 
try sim racing!

If you'd like to learn more about our 
plans to host races, are a particularly 
adept iRacer yourself, or want more info 
on building a PC, reach out to us at 
team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com!

Team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com

www.iracing.com

www.dofreality.com

Brendan Garst

Trevor Aweida

mailto:team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com
https://www.iracing.com/
https://dofreality.com/faq/
https://www.facebook.com/bitter.sc
https://www.facebook.com/bitter.sc
https://www.instagram.com/trevoraweida/
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When you set foot in The Shelby 
American Collection in Boulder, 
Colorado, you might feel like you?ve 
stepped back in time to the 1960?s 
when Cobra and Ferrari were caught in 
a fierce battle for world domination of 
the racing circuit.

You?ll find yourself meandering 
through rows and rows of Shelby 
Cobras, GT40s, Mustangs and Daytona 
Coupes ?  the original vehicles that 
raced all over the world, all those years 
ago. Some of them still have the 
original mud splatterings and rock 
chips from their last race. 

Our walls are covered with historic 
race gear, car parts and other 
important memorabilia of the time. It?s 
impossible not to get caught up in the 
excitement and tension of the era?  
and feel a new respect for the people 
who worked so hard to put American 

racing on the map.

One question we often get is, ?Why is 
this museum located in Boulder, 
Colorado?? People wonder if perhaps 
Carroll Shelby had a home in Colorado, 
or if maybe cars were assembled here. 

But the real answer is much simpler: 
the museum was built in Boulder 
because that?s where the founders 
lived when they first had the idea to 
start a museum!

THE
SHELBY
AMERICAN

The Finest Col lection of Shelby Cobras and GT40s
Story: Annie Tukman Photography: The Sheby American Collection, Ian Carr
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THE
SHELBY
AMERICAN

Or igins of  The Shelby Am er ican 
Collect ion

Back in the 1980s, a group of Shelby 
enthusiasts began collecting, restoring and 
racing Shelby Cobras and GT40s. Executive 
Director Steve Volk states, ?We collected so 
much memorabilia and so many significant 
cars, that in the 90's we decided it was time to 
put together a museum. We all lived in 
Colorado, so it made sense for the museum 
to be in Boulder.? 
Steve and Lisa Volk, along with Bill and Dave 
Murray, Greg and Wendy Volan, Dave Furray 
and Tom and Karen Benjamin, sourced a local 
building in which they began housing their 
cars and memorabilia. Having previously met 
and befriended Carroll Shelby at Road Atlanta 
in the 1980s, they approached Shelby to share 
their plans. Carroll stated, ?I?ll support you as 
long as I am vertical.?

And he did. Carroll Shelby was an important 
figure at the museum for many years: he 
regularly attended events, signed posters, 
donated memorabilia, and spread the word 
about the museum up until his passing in 
2012.
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Signif icant  Cars and 
Mem orabil ia Housed at  The 
Shelby Am er ican Collect ion

When the museum was founded in 
1996, our 10,000-square foot building 
was home to just six cars and a 
smattering of memorabilia, but that 
quickly changed. 

Through the years, private collectors 
have donated items and loaned their 
vehicles for display. Some of those 
original six cars are still housed at the 
museum. As of this printing, we have 
around 49 cars (this number changes 
regularly, as cars are moved in and out 
of the museum). Some vehicles still go 
out to race, but the majority of them are 
important historical pieces that stay at 
the museum. 

Visitors will find themselves completely 
immersed in the world of Shelby 
American. Not only because of the cars, 
but also the memorabilia. Virtually every 
corner (and wall?  and drawer?  and 
cabinet) of The Shelby American 

Collection houses important trophies, 
documents, photos, parts and more. 
You?ll even see the remains of J-2, the 
Ford J-car that Ken Miles crashed at 
Riverside in 1966.

Get  Involved w it h The 
Shelby Am er ican Collect ion

Have you always dreamed of owning 
your own Shelby Mustang? We?re 
giving away a new Shelby GT500 to 
one lucky winner ?  and it could be 
you! Enter our annual fundraising 
sweepstakes at 
www.ShelbyGT500Contest.org for the 
chance to win. 

Come visit the museum on any 
Saturday (yep, even Christmas and 
New Years!) from 10am - 4pm, and 
plan to come to our annual car show 
and party over Labor Day Weekend 
2023 ?  bring your car, and bring your 
friends!

See you there!

Body text

SHELBY AMERICAN

 
Our current collection includes: 

- The first Cobra Roadster, 
CSX2000

- The first Cobra race car, 
CSX2002

- A Sebring Cobra, CSX2128
- Cobra LeMans, CSX2137 

and CSX2138
- The Ken Miles USRRC 

Championship car, CSX2431
- CSX2345, the FIA Cobra that 

ran with the Daytona 
Coupes in 1964 and 1965 
and won the World 
Manufacturers 
Championship

- Two of the oldest surviving 
GT40s, GT/103 and GT/104

- Two of the three 1966 
LeMans winners, P/1015 
and P/1016

- Cobra streetcars
- Two Ford GT40 Mark IVs, J-4 

and J-7

And many more, including Shelby 
Mustangs! Visit our website, 
www.ShelbyAmericanCollection.org, 
for more information and photos of 
the cars.

ShelbyAmericanCollection

@ShelbyAmericanCollection

http://www.shelbygt500.org
http://www.shelbyamericancollection.org
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyAmericanCollection
https://www.instagram.com/shelbyamericancollection/
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As you know, Toyota Motors North 

America loaned us a 2023 Toyota 

Sequoia TRD Pro, to get our 

impressions, and to dabble in 

grassroots marketing. A win for both 

groups! After we returned to their 

office, our liaison, a Colorado Cars & 

Coffee member, invited us to check 

out their facility. A cheery cubicle 

farm awaited us, and in the 

basement, an impressive array of 

classrooms, tools, lifts and garage 

bays, where master technician 

training occurs. While we checked out 

the engines on display, they excitedly 

mentioned one particular non-profit 

organization they work with. That 

organization is TACT, or Teaching the 

Autism Community Trades, and is a 

501(c)3 non-profit.

Autism and unemployment is a very 

real issue, approaching a 90% 

unemployment rate nationally. TACT 

programs and workshops, based in 

Englewood, Colorado, seek to enable 

those within the full spectrum of 

autism to gain employable jobs and 

lasting careers, and are focused in the 

skilled trades industry. You might 

have heard of Mike Rowe of Dirty Jobs 

promoting the skilled trades, and yes, 

Mike Rowe Works Foundation is a 

sponsor of TACT!

Career tracks are offered in Auto 

Mechanics, diagnosing engines, 

electrical issues, and mechanical 

problems. Toyota and its dealer 

partners donated  $20,000, three new 

engines for students to learn from, 

along with training material and 

course curriculum, while Groove Auto 

donated the auto lifts. Another track 

is Carpentry, reading blueprints, 

learning safe hand and power tool 

usage, framing, cabinetry and other 

woodwork. The Electrical track takes 

participants to develop skills in wiring 

lights, switches, breakers and 

commercial electrical equipment. 

Welding and Computer Science are 

other tracks available, and TACT also 

offers a full range of workshops.

Learning more about TACT, I briefly 

spoke with the founder, Danny 

Combs, who described how TACT is 

successful in placing 83% of their 

students into jobs, compared to a 

national average of 10%. An 

incredible number!

TACT recently moved into their new 

building in Englewood, three times 

larger than their old building at 

18,000 square feet. And you know 

with any new acquisition, there are 

tons of renovations that have to 

happen, and if you would like to 

support, they have multiple ways to 

do that, ranging from donating a car, 

attending their events, Amazon Wish 

List, volunteering and many other 

donation options. All of this support 

will help them get their new area 

completed and make it a superior, 

unique space for their students. I 

encourage you to check them out, 

and if so moved, find a way to assist 

them!

"W e 
Need 

Peo pl e 
W h o  

K now  
H ow  t o  

Fi x  
T h ings"

TACT 

@buildwithtact

TACT Website

Mike Rowe Returning the Favor 

 Story: Steve Clark Photos: TACT (contributed)

https://www.facebook.com/tactkidsorg
https://www.instagram.com/buildwithtact/
https://www.buildwithtact.org/
https://www.buildwithtact.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ReturningTheFavor/videos/1154661701594665/
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT]
 

Ken Block  was a pioneer  in m any ways, a pr im e m over  in shaping what  car  cult ure in t he 2010's and 2020's cam e 
t o be, and som eone whose career  in m ot orspor t  served t o inspire so m any t o do so m uch. Everyone has t heir  own 
st ory about  what  Ken Block  and t he Hoonigan Racing Team  m eans t o t hem .

Please enjoy t h is paint ing of  Ken Block  doing his t h ing, cont r ibut ed t o us by Mike Zagorsk i. This depict s easily t he 
m ost  fam ous scene of  t he Clim bkhana video, and an i l lust rat ed t est im onial t o Ken's legendary t alent . 
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March Event s List ing

March is HERE and with it comes cold weather, snow, warm weather, rain, more snow and sunshine. Colorado can't quite 
make its mind up weather-wise, but we know nicer weather is coming. Shine up the car, grab a coffee and hit up some of 
the events we?ve highlighted below. Join our mailing list (https:// tinyurl.com/CCC-email-signup) to get all the events every 2 
weeks! Would you like your car to be featured? Do you know of some car events coming up? Contact us at 
Newsletter@ColoradoCarsAndCoffee.com.

Every Fr iday Night , 4pm  - Cars & Shakes
Sonic Drive-In, 18501 E. Hampden, Aurora
https://www.facebook.com/groups/auroracarsandcoffee

Every Sat urday, 4pm  - Bist ro Social Week ly Car  
Gat her ing
Bistro Social, 207 W. Wolfensberger Rd, Castle Rock
https://www.facebook.com/events/801482480949333

Every Sunday, 10:30am  - Audi Group Colorado
Red Rocks Amphitheater, Upper North lot
https://www.instagram.com/audigroupcolorado

March 10, 8am  - Make A Wish For  Angel
SkyView Academy, 6161 Business Center Dr, Highlands 
Ranch
https://www.facebook.com/events/614390907368752

March 11, 8am  - Cars & Cof fee in OCC
2409 W Cucharras St, Colorado Springs
https://www.facebook.com/events/541415987821950

March 11, 9am  - Trucks & Screwdr ivers
Black Eyed Pea, 820 New Memphis Ct, Castle Rock
https://www.facebook.com/events/1336724960461730

March 11, 9am  - Espresso & Exhaust  at  Vehicle Vault
18301 Lincoln Meadows Pkwy, Parker
https://www.facebook.com/events/988093362166168

March 11, 10am  - Tr i-St at e Aut o Show
Tri-State Auto Exhibition, 4655 Humboldt St, Denver
https://www.facebook.com/events/725946185494296

March 11, 10:30am  - Coopers & Cof fee
Schomp Mini, 100 Plum Valley Ln, Highlands Ranch
https://www.facebook.com/events/537938871520370

March 11, 12pm  - Lit t let on Car  Show
Old Crow?s Antique Mall, 10081 W. Bowles Ave, Littleton
https://www.oldcrowsantiques.com/events/
9yickripyy56yzjpzupqgah3kvgehc

March 11, 2pm  - Car  Gir ls Of  Colorado Season Opener
Clear Creek Parking, 400 10th St, Golden
https://www.facebook.com/events/3543682539184260

March 12, 8am  - Cast le Rock  Cars & Cof fee
350 Elbert St, Castle Rock
https://www.facebook.com/events/725092659175601

March 12, 3pm  - Made Men CC/LowLife BC Park  & Chil l
3315 W. 5th Ave, Denver
https://www.facebook.com/events/874765730420449

March 16, 1pm  - Groundbreak ing w it h Flex Space @ 
Depot  Hil l
1001 Depot Hill Rd, Broomfield
https://www.facebook.com/events/1617804142055729

March 18, 7am  - Cars & Cof fee Nor t h Denver  - Host ed 
by Adam ?s Polishes
Denver Premium Outlets, 13801 Grant St, Thornton
https://www.facebook.com/events/752239732765537

March 18, 10am  - 3R Per form ance Open House
6404 E 39th Ave, Denver, CO
https://www.facebook.com/events/617229760226373

March 18, 11am  - Car  & Bike Show - Fundraiser
8992 Washington St, Thornton
https://www.facebook.com/events/6262651527080607

March 18, 2pm  - Freddy?s Cruise-In
Freddy?s, 11140 S. Twenty Mile Rd, Parker
https://poorboycruisers.com/events

March 19, 12pm  - DRIS Car  Show
Courtyard Marriott, 14355 Orchard Pkwy, Westminster

March 23, 11am  - Model Car  Cont est  & Car  Show
Colorado High School Charter, 1175 Osage St, Denver

March 25, 8am , - Caf feine and Chrom e
Gateway Classic Cars, 14150 Grasslands Dr, Suite A, 
Englewood
https://www.facebook.com/events/1467388670415073

March 25, 5pm  - Pharoahs Of  Colorado - Cruise-In
3479 Mountain Lion Dr, Loveland

March 26, 8am  - Sunday Morning Car  Meet s
Ziggi?s Coffee, 1301 E Eisenhower Dr, Loveland
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id
=100067411545959

Racing Event s
Alpine Mountain Region/PCA
https://amrporsche.com
March 11t h 9-11am , HPDE 101 (non dr iving info 
session) - Porsche Colorado Springs

T I ME SL I P

Image: Ian Carr

https://tinyurl.com/CCC-email-signup
mailto:Newsletter@ColoradoCarsAndCoffee.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/auroracarsandcoffee
https://www.facebook.com/events/801482480949333
https://www.instagram.com/audigroupcolorado
https://www.facebook.com/events/614390907368752
https://www.facebook.com/events/541415987821950
https://www.facebook.com/events/1336724960461730
https://www.facebook.com/events/988093362166168
https://www.facebook.com/events/725946185494296
https://www.facebook.com/events/537938871520370
https://www.oldcrowsantiques.com/events/9yickripyy56yzjpzupqgah3kvgehc
https://www.oldcrowsantiques.com/events/9yickripyy56yzjpzupqgah3kvgehc
https://www.facebook.com/events/3543682539184260
https://www.facebook.com/events/725092659175601
https://www.facebook.com/events/874765730420449
https://www.facebook.com/events/1617804142055729
https://www.facebook.com/events/752239732765537
https://www.facebook.com/events/617229760226373
https://www.facebook.com/events/6262651527080607
https://poorboycruisers.com/events
https://www.facebook.com/events/1467388670415073
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id =100067411545959
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id =100067411545959
https://amrporsche.com
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Colorado Rallycross (SCCA)
https://www.coloradorallycross.org

May 25, Novice School ? PPIR
May 26, Event  #1 ? PPIR

High Plains Raceway
https://www.highplainsraceway.com/calendar

March 10, Sem i-exclusive Test  & Tune

March 11, Open Lapping: Mot orcycles

March 12, Open Lapping: Cars

March 18, Open Lapping: Cars

March 19, Open Lapping: Mot orcycles

March 24, Sem i-exclusive Test  & Tune

March 25, Open Lapping: Mot orcycles

March 26, Open Lapping: Cars

NASA Rocky Mount ain
https://www.nasarockymountain.com

March 25/26, March Madness ? Ut ah 
Mot orspor t s Cam pus

PCA ? Rocky Mount ain Region
March 25, HPDE/Aut ocross 101 - 3R Per form ance

Pikes Peak Int ernat ional Raceway
March 18, Of f  The St reet  Drags & Car  Show

Mach 19, Galent ine?s Ladies Track  Day

March 25, Track  At t ack  Dr iver ?s Cam p

Rocky Mount ain SOLO

March 18, Wint er  Ser ies #4 - CO. Air  & Space 
Por t

Enjoying            
We certainly hope so! SHIFT| Colorado is compiled in three months 
over hundreds of hours by a staff of talented volunteers, 
contributing their time, energy and enthusiasm to covering 
Colorado's amazing car scene! While you may have noticed we ran 
a few ads in Issue 2, our ad proceeds cover editing software, web 
hosting, and other critical tools for the magazine.

If you love our content, consider making a donation to support our 
efforts via our Ko-fi account! Donations benefit our staff directly, 
and we have multiple ways to contribute: a one time donation, or a 
magazine subscription tier for $5 a month, that includes discounts 
at the Colorado Cars and Coffee Redbubble shop, and an optional 
shoutout on the Colorado Cars and Coffee Facebook group!

While we don't have any expectations, we'll be incredibly grateful if 
anyone is moved to contribute to our work! Use the QR codes to 
the right, or visit our page at http://ko-fi.com/coloradocarsandcoffee 
Thanks for reading, and helping our team to continue to provide 
the best coverage available of Colorado's car and event scene! 

?            
SHIFT

Membership
Tier!

https://www.coloradorallycross.org
https://www.highplainsraceway.com/calendar
https://www.nasarockymountain.com
https://ko-fi.com/coloradocarsandcoffee
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https://www.facebook.com/events/725092659175601/
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Pa ddo c k
Shif t  Colorado is m ade possible by t he t rem endous ef for t s of  a lot  of  people, but  one group in par t icular  we 
want ed t o t hank  are t he wonder ful professional phot ographers who shoot  t he Colorado car  scene! You of t en see 
t hem  at  event s work ing t o capt ure what  m akes each event  cool and unique t o at t end, eit her  as m em ent os for  
folks t hat  did, or  as a way t o share w it h t hose t hat  couldn't .

Phot ographers who appeared in t h is issue are l ist ed below , be sure t o say hi i f  you see t hem  shoot ing t he next  
local show you at t end, and drop t hem  a l ine if  you need professional phot ography services!

Huge t hanks go out  t o al l  phot ogr aphy cont r ibut or s, as shown 
above and cr edit ed t hr oughout !

Edgar  Venzor

@ev.f il ms.aut o

Pr est on Bol yar d

@Unl eashPhot ogr aphy @COl t en.Phot o

Chr is Col t en

Daniel  Col ombo

@pusht hel imit smedia

Mike Zagor ski

@mikezar t wor k

Danny Tr an

@dpt _phot os

Nic Kil l ian

@kil l iancapt ur es

Ian Car r

@t heiancar r

Jasper  Root z

@scuf f y_Media

https://www.instagram.com/ev.films.auto/
https://www.instagram.com/ev.films.auto/
https://www.instagram.com/unleashphotography/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/unleashphotography/
https://www.instagram.com/colten.photo/
https://www.instagram.com/colten.photo/
https://www.instagram.com/pushthelimitsmedia/
https://www.instagram.com/pushthelimitsmedia/
https://www.instagram.com/mikezartwork/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/mikezartwork/
https://www.instagram.com/dpt_photos/
https://www.instagram.com/killiancaptures/
https://www.instagram.com/killiancaptures/
https://www.instagram.com/theiancarr/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/scuffy_media/?hl=en
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WE WA NT YOU!
Well dang... you made it to the back of the 
magazine. Color me impressed that you 
made it through our 130 pages of 
Colorado coverage on Colorado (and 
admittedly a touch of non-Colorado) car 
scene coverage. 

We are so thrilled you gave us a read. in 
reflecting on the process, the day before 
we publish, I'm feeling a bit like the 
embarrassing picture above, which 
illustrates the grind of getting up at the 
crack of dawn to write a car review and 
keep everyone moving in the same 
direction.. At least Steve was having a good 
time...

I'm always blown away by the amount of 
contribution we received towards getting 
now our third showing into the books by 
the people out making it happen!

We already have some big things in 
process for Issue 4, which we can't wait to 

deliver in early June 2023,  but this brings 
me to my point....

Without  all of you, SHIFT Colorado 
would not  be possible!

How can you help? It 's Simple! 

- Do you have a cool car we can write 
about? Cool is subjective, we can find 
plenty to say about most cars...

- Are you hosting an event that should be 
covered? We have a team of writers and 
photographers who can do that and are 
happy to work with you to get them 
onsite for your event!

- Do you have a car you'd like to have 
reviewed by our staff?

- Do you do other cool stuff that doesn't 
fit the previous categories? Racing or 
race team? Vehicle exhibition or 
museum? 

- Are you a local or national business in a 
vehicle related field?

- Are you a local car club?

- Do you have or want to learn skills in 
Journalism, photography, writing, graphic 
design, layout design or multiple of the 
above?

- Do you know of anything else car 
tangential we can cover?

If the answer to any of the above was yes, 
drop us a line! We are always looking for 
new things to cover, and new team 
members to join us in covering it! I have 
had an (exhausting) blast,  stewarding issue 
#3 through the process, and look forward 
to future issues so much, and would love 
to write about any of the above! Drop us a 
line with the contact info below!

Empassioned Plea/Shameless Content and Staffing Promotion: Brendan Garst

Colorado Cars and Coffee 

@idrivesomecars

team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com

Discussing the Magazine and getting involved with The First  Dibs Podcast , Live f rom  Porsche Colorado Spr ings (at 1:15.00)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cocarsandcoffee
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cocarsandcoffee
https://www.instagram.com/idrivesomecars/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/idrivesomecars/
mailto:team@shiftcoloradomagazine.com
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7vXEKKEANA82imTP2s1XGJ
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Hot Wheels - kids love em, adults love 

em too! The coolest and cheapest 

gateway to car enthusiasm, kids can 

play with these tiny cars and trucks 

for hours, and well, my cubicle at 

work is filled with them, and driving 

over my performance report with a 

Lotus Emira helps me scratch out a 

few more words onto paper. "Steve 

did gooder things last quarter, uh, like 

20% better than last quarter ".

The photos show a few well-used Hot 

Wheels that my kids enjoyed as 

youngsters. Every chip of paint gone 

is a happy memory, running the cars 

up and down a triple-stacker garage, 

most of them survivors, only a few 

unlucky cars got towed to Copart.

Walking up and down the rows at 

Lafayette Cars & Coffee a few years 

ago, I saw a box of used Hot Wheels 

with a simple sign that encouraged 

kids to take one, but not touch the big 

cars. From that one example, in early 

2020,  we decided to expand that idea 

and hand out new Hot Wheels to kids. 

We have incredible ongoing support 

from our sponsors at Colorado Cars & 

Coffee, who enabled us to hand out 

over 1000 Hot Wheels over the past 

couple of years. You can check out 

our awesome sponsors here,  

https:// tinyurl.com/COCandCSponsors.

While we encourage kids 12 and 

under to take a Hot Wheels or 

Matchbox, there are times when the 

temptation is too great for adults, so 

we added a Venmo so they could take 

one, and donate to help us replenish 

the bin. 

We sincerely hope you enjoy SHIFT 

Colorado, a labor of love by our team. 

Hate it? Please tell us. Love it? Please 

tell everyone you know, and some 

you don't!

Thank you,

Steve

Publisher, SHIFT Colorado

WE WA NT YOU!

DOGLEG  DREAMIN'

https://tinyurl.com/COCandCSponsors
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https://www.lowryinsuranceagency.com/
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